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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS - CORPORATIZATION - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 632 words 


Municipal Assets On The Line? 


iE PROPOSED DEAL THAT 
OULD SEE EPCOR TAKE OVER 
4B CITY'S ONLY WASTEWATER 
DLANT AMOUNTS TO A 
CORPORATE GIFT, SAYS KEEP 
jRAINAGE EDMONTON 





4 local public asset advocacy group 
nts Edmontonians to start think- 
ing about what happens to the 
lontents of their toilet bowls after 
ey sit on the porcelain throne. And 
en they want citizens to park their 
butts at an upcoming public hearing 
na deal that would have Gold Bar, 
e city's only wastewater treatment 
Jant, controlled by Epcor. 
“Monopoly public services should 
e controlled by the public and the 
ervices and costs should be demo- 
fatically accountable,” said Andy 


AcCready, a member of Keep Drain- . 


ge Edmonton, the group leading op- 
osition to the proposal, at a press 
onference earlier this week. -The 
roup includes members from the 
Parkland Institute, the Coalition of 
dmonton Civic Unions, and the Si- 
ra Club. 
City administration recommend- 
cd in October that the city transfer 
old Bar to Epcor, a city-owned util- 
, because the deal would gener- 
e additional income. Under the 
oposed transfer, E€pcor 
jay the city $75 million over seven 
ears for the plant. The dividends 
at Epcor pays to the city would 
so increase, resulting in a project- 


would 


ed $190 million in total increased 
revenue over 10 years 

“The ongoing financial benefit to 
the city stems from Epcor's ability 
to leverage the expertise of the Gold 
Bar staff to grow the wastewater 
business outside the city of Edmon- 
ton,” the report says. 

City administration did consider 
contracting Epcor to manage Gold 
Bar. Under that plan, Epcor would 
still be able to use city expertise in 
wastewater in order to get more con- 
tracts outside the city. The report to 
city council does not recommend this 
alternative because the city would 
miss out on the initial $75 million 
for the plant. 

€pcor already operates in British 
Columbia and the United States, and 
most of the company’s profits are 
generated outside Edmonton. With 
Gold Bar operating under Epcor, the 
company could also take advantage 
of opportunities to sell treated waste- 
water to upgraders planned north- 
east of the city 

But according to McCready, the 
proposal is far from a good deal for 
the city. He argues that the plant is 
worth $750 million, which is the re- 
placement cost, not the $75 million 
figure that's on the city books. Even 
with €pcor taking over Gold Bar’s 
debt, the utility is still not paying 
enough for the plant. 

“We are talking about selling an as- 
set for a tenth of its value,” he says 
“This is effectively a gift.” 


£6 MONOPOLY PUBLIC SERVICES SHOULD BE 
CONTROLLED BY THE PUBLIC. 


And there are some financial ad- 
vantages to retaining public owner- 
ship, says McCready. Currently, the 
plant can apply for and receive grants 
from the provincial or federal gov- 
ernments for expansions. The city 
can also borrow money for building 
at a lower interest rate than corpo 
rations generally can. These are fac- 
tors that the city and Epcor have not 
considered in their in analysis of the 
sale, he says. 

Ricardo Acuna, the executive di- 
rector of the Parkland Institute and 
also a member of Keep Drainage Ed- 
monton, argues that the city could 


Raging Opposition | Andy McCready, a member of Keep Drainage Edmonton, li 
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easily lose control of Epcor altogeth- 
er, which means those additional 
profits wouldn't be flowing into city 
coffers. “Since 1999,” he says, “there 
have been several attempts by play- 
ers in market and occasionally by 
city councillors to privatize Epcor 
completely. Every asset that Epcor 
obtains makes it that much more ap- 
pealing in the open market.” 

That's not how the situation looks 
to Epcor. Spokesman Martin Ken- 
nedy says that unlike houses, which 
tend to gain value over time, plants 
like Gold Bar require constant main- 
tenance and tend to depreciate. The 





istens toa protest song at a news conference at City Hall on Jan. 12. PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 


replacement cost of Gold Bar is com- 
pletely irrelevant to this situation, he 
says, because it's really only used by 
insurance companies, and has noth- 
ing to do with what the asset would 
fetch on the market. 

As to the idea that Epcor ‘could be 
sold down the road, Kennedy says 
that could happen with any public 
asset. “The so-called risk of privati-, 
zation,” he says, “is the same tomor- 
row as it would be yesterday. Only 
city council can decide to do that.” 

The public hearing will take place 
at City Hall on Jan. 20 at 9:30 a.m. 

abrunschot @see.greatwest.ca 
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Dbhama, Bombs, And The Busting Economy 


UTHOR ANDREW NIKIFORUK 
ELLS US WHY HE WELCOMES 
HE NEW PRESIDENT, AND 

HY HE THINKS THE DROPPING 
RICE OF OIL IS A GOOD THING 


AMA AND THE TARSANDS: THE NEXT SAUDI ARABIA 
/ATRANSITIONAL RESOURCE? 

ity of Alberta, Natural Resources and Engineering 
ing, 116 Street & Saskatchewan Drive. Jan 15 (4pm). 


vhile many Alberta businesses and 
Miployees watched with trepida- 
en as the price of oil dropped dra- 
matically over the past six months, 
lberta journalist and author 
ndrew Nikiforuk sees a silver lining 
4 possible bust. 

ith oilsand wealth dwindling, he 
8, Canada can finally have a na- 
nal conversation about not only 
e development of the oilsands, but 
‘0 Canada’s overall energy policy. 


The award-winning national mag- 
azine writer has authored several 
books on the oil and gas industry, 
including Saboteurs: Wiebo Ludwig's 
War Against Big Oil, Pumped: Every- 
one’s Guide to the Oilpatch, and his 
most recent book, Tar Sands: Dirty 
Oil and the Future of a Continent. 
The years of research that went into 
these books have given him a confi- 
dent, no-nonsense approach to the 
oil industry. 

SEE Magazine spoke with Niki- 
foruk over the phone from his Cal- 
gary office. Here's what he had to 
say about president-elect Barack 
Obama's energy policies, the Alberta 
petrol state, and the pipeline bomb- 
ings in northern British Columbia. 


SEE Magazine: The inauguration of 
Barack Obama is coming up in a few 
days. He has said he wants to break 
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the United States’ reliance on “dirty, 
dwindling, and dangerously expen- 
sive oil.” Do you think his policies 
will slow down the oilsands? 

Andrew Nikiforuk: He did an- 
nounce this week in his economic re- 
covery plan very specific measures, 
such as doubling investments in re- 
newables, and energy efficiency pro- 
grams for federal buildings. So you 
could make the argument that he has 
started. I think ultimately U.S. policy 
will change what's going on in the 
tarsands. That's the market. Either 
the Americans will make this a Saudi 
Arabia or they will limit the growth 
of dirty oil. 

SEE: Can't Alberta sell the oil to 
other countries, such as China? 

AN: We don't have access to their 
markets right now. We would have 
to build pipelines across British Co- 
lumbia, and that would take a while. 


I think most of the First Nations are 
opposed to pipelines. It's problem- 
atic. The real problem is that the Al- 
berta government has never come up 
with a strategic plan for the tarsands. 
The Americans are saying — from 
U.S. mayors to California with low 
carbon fuel standards — that they 
want to get off bloody oil, but they're 
not prepared to repeat the same mis- 
take with dirty oil. So in the absence 
of any strategic plan in Canada, in 
the absence of any energy plan, and 
the Alberta government having com- 
pletely failed to anticipate the variety 
of U.S. reactions to the tarsands, we 
are at the mercy of global decision- 
making... It's as though we have sur- 
rendered our energy sovereignty, 

SE&E: That's a characteristic of a 
petrol state. How does something 
like that develop in a western democ- 
racy? 


AN: Oil wealth will contaminate 
any political culture over time. The 
way it contaminates a democracy has 
to do with how that democracy uses 
its oil wealth, Neither the federal nor 
the Alberta government have any 
plans for the money they are making 
from the tarsands. It’s put in general 
revenue and used to reduce taxes. 
That's where the corruption begins. 
Because that's cheap and easy money 
for the government, over time they 
become oilsands developers and pro- 
moters. They no longer act and be- 
have like governments. They don’t 
have to come up with climate change 
plans and energy plans. | would 
say that the wealth of the tarsands 
grossly eroded democracy in Canada 
and has badly contaminated our po- 
litical culture. Really conservative 
organizations like the International 

NIKIFORUK cont'd pg. 7 
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66 | CANLOOK EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE EYES 
AND SAY THE GOVERNMENT DID EVERYTHING 
BEFORE DECIDING TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS OPERATION 








QUOTE OF THE Wen, 


—Israeli prime minister Ehud Olmert, quoted by 
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JAN. 10, 2009 | 13:27:59 PM | PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN | 
Protester Samia El-mostapha cries during a demonstration against 
Israel’s assult on Gaza at Sir Winston Churchill Square. 
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BOOTS ON THE GROUND 


The city wants to undertake a revitaliza- 
tion of the Jasper Place neighbourhood, a 
project that would include streetscaping 
and improvements to the Jasper Place 
transit centre, as well as the hiring of a new 
bylaw enforcement officer and an additional 
beat cop. 

Here at SEE, we are big fans of good urban | 
design and money for public transit, but in | 
this situation we'd see the beat cop as the 
first priority. Eyes on the street, as the late 
great urban thinker Jane Jacobs would have 
put it, can make all the difference in a com- 
munity. But a cop who's in the neighbour- 
hood on a regular basis, who knows the 
fesidents, and can develop a good relation- 
ship with the community, not only makes 
people feel better, but canalsodetermany | 
crimes before they happen. } 

That's a much better way to spend the 
police budget than on big toys such as a 
second helicopter. 





ALBERA- ECONOM 
NOT SO BAD ISN'T SO GOOD 





Statistics Canada reported last week that 
Alberta was the only province to see a sub- 
stantial decline in employment in December. 

At 4.1 per cent, Alberta still has the lowest 
unemployment rate of any province, so the 
news is not as catastrophic as it sounds. 

It’s possible that a slight loosening in the 
labour market might actually mean better 
customer service. 

The troubling bit in the StatsCan report is 
that the construction industry nationwide 
also took a hit last month. Here in Edmon- 
ton, we see see construction workers every 
day. Many people have family employed 
in Fort McMurray, and Alberta is one of the 
most attractive provinces for people seeking 
jobs in the trades. So a dip in the construc- 
tion industry looks like the end of the world. 

But let's lay some of the blame where it’s 
due — not at the feet of the global market 
but the provincial government, which failed 
to properly diversify our economy, 
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WORLD: THE END OF BUSH! 
GOOD RIDDANCE TO BAD RUBBISH 






ALBERTA STILL DOIN’ GOOD 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, BY PROVINCE 





“Misunderestimate,” “Mission Accom- 
plished,” “Brownie — you're doing a heck 
of a job!,” “I'm the decider,” and “I use the 
Google.” 

Those are the top five Bushisms from the 


| Global Language Monitor, based in soon-to- 


be-former President George W. Bush's home 
state of Texas. 
“Mission Accomplished,” which Bush 


| didn't utter but which was printed ona 
| banner behind him during a photo op, is our 
| personal favourite. Clearly, this American 


regime had very little contact with reality, 
oF, aS some of the other famous Bushisms 
indicate, much contact with English. 


Other Bushisms, from Slate's excellent list: 


“I've abandoned free market principles to 
save the free market system.” 

“I've been in the Bible everyday since I've 
been president.” 

“Reading is the basics for all learning.” 

We are so glad that's over. 
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2007 « 3.3 PERCENT ONTARIO 


2008: 4.) PERCENT 








2007 +5,7 PER CENT 
2008 +7.2PERCENT 
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR 
2007» 12.8 PERCENT 
2008 « 13.7 PER CENT 
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No Edmonton city council can resist 
at least one foray into a controver- 
sial and divisive issue. 

Remember a few years ago, when 
council debated a cat licensing by- 
Jaw? That issue brought out the 
claws in the cat-lover community, 
which is comprised mostly of old la- 
dies, single women who live in apart- 
ments, and angry loners. 

For a while, the cat control bylaw 
convulsed the entire city (or at least 
those who write letters to the editor 
and phone open line shows), as the 
cat people squared off against law- 
abiding average people who were fed 
up with cats caterwauling (hence the 
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Excessive Idling Makes Us The City Of Wimps 


term caterwauling) at all hours and 
having their lovely gardens turned 
into, quite literally, shitholes. I can't 
remember how that one ended, but 
since cats are still allowed to wander 
the streets and we are not allowed to 
pick them off with small arms fire, 
I'm assuming some kind of compro- 
mise was reached. 

The debate over the proposed 
idling bylaw won't be quite as emo- 
tional, but I suspect the language will 
be somewhat more colourful. 

Council is debating a vehicle idling 
a bylaw that makes it illegal to idle 
your poison-spewing vehicle for 
more than three minutes if the tem- 
perature is above -10C. At anything 
below -10C you are free to befoul the 
air until your car catches fire. While 
idling scofflaws are liable for a fine of 
$250, the city’s bylaw enforcement 
people will not be trolling Wal-Mart 
parking lots looking for idling vehi- 
cles; it will be up to private citizens 
to report the violation. 

(Both city newspapers used the 
pejorative term “snitching” to de- 
scribe the act of phoning in an idling 
complaint. If your neighbour parks 
rusted hulks of old cars on his front 
law, is it “snitching” to phone in a 


complaint? ) 

Since bylaw enforcement people 
aren't going to look for violators, we 
have a bylaw that will pit neighbour 
against neighbour, and may prove 
to be impossible to prosecute. If the 
complainant (who would have to go 
to court if the accused pleads not 
guilty) says the accused ran his car 
for three minutes, and the accused 
says it was only two minutes 45 sec- 
onds, can you convict him? 

Barring videotaped evidence — and 
believe me, it will come to that — the 
bylaw is close to being unenforce- 
able 

This is one of those bylaws that 
is on the books, but nobody expects 
will be enforced. It’s almost more of 
a statement — please don't idle exces- 
sively, or we'll get really mad. If we 
catch you. Which we won't. 

I question the efficacy of bylaw en- 
forcement. Last summer, I got fed up 
with dozens of illegal signs littering 
the boulevards and stop signs in my 
neighbourhood. I phoned in a com- 
plaint, and a nice lady took down all 
the information and told me some- 
one would get to it in a couple of 
days. Most of those signs are still 
there. 
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The bylaw will find vigourous sup- _ pleting sources and fill the air with 


port from the Prius-driving, latte noxious chemicals than endure two 


drinking reusable shopping bag minutes of slightly uncomfortable 


crowd, and even more vigourous temperatures 
(and much more profane) denun- 
ciations from the Ford F-150-driving, 


Tim Hortons drive-thru-using plastic 


Last winter, during a particularly 
savage cold snap, | pulled up to a gas 
station for some petrol. While I was 
bag crowd, who will look at it as yet _ filling up, I noticed a guy in the island 
another example of freaking govern- next to me was running his vehicle 
ment sticking its nose in everyone's while filling up. This is illegal and 
business. dangerous, of course, but the guy 
Myself, I’m leaning towards the looked like he would ram the nozzle 
bylaw, even if it is more of a “let's 


pretend” bylaw. 


down my throat and fill me up if | 
said anything, so I quickly finished 
Pointless idling of vehicles is a re- up and went into the store to pay. 
ligion in this city. Station yourself I the 


situation to the clerk, who said, “We 


pointed out dangerous 
outside a convenience store for 10 
minutes (try not to look suspicious), _just let it go when it's cold.” That's an 
and I guarantee that you'll see half | Edmonton experience. 
a dozen people leave their vehicles Even if the bylaw doesn’t change 
running while they run into the store the world — or, even result in a sin- 
for a pack of smokes. It is almost gle fine — the bottom line is that it 
— almost — forgivable in very cold 


weather, but when I see a car running 


makes people think. Just the way it 
took years for smoking to be elimi- 
on a nice summer day, I just want to nated from indoor spaces, so too 
shove a cork in its tailpipe. will it take time to get people make 
Once your windows are clear of a slight sacrifice in their personal 
comfort for the greater good of the 


environment. 


frost, the only reason to let your car 
run for any length of time is comfort 
We are such extraordinary wimps in 
this country that we would rather 
waste expensive gasoline from de- 


It will just take a whole lot longer in 
Edmonton than in other cities. 
mauricetougas@live.com 


a 





LETTERS 



























"A SYCOPHANTIC DEFENDER OF 

POLANSKI” 

| picked up and read Paul Matwychuk’s in- 
terview with the director of Roman Polanski: 
Wanted and Desired in this week's SEE Maga- 
zine (“The Persecution of Roman Polanski,” 
Jan, 8, SEE #789] with trepidation because 
those who love film seem to have an over- 
whelming desire to justify and overlook Po- 
lanski’s actions. | am used to this, but this 
feature blew my mind. 

Not only should we overlook Polanski's 
actions, but according to this piece, Polan- 
skis the real "victim" for whom we should 
feel sympathy or even compassion. | don't 
know what to say other than you have got to 
be kidding me. | understand that this is the 
Perspective of the documentary film direc- 
or and | have no problem with a film that 
®xplores what happened and how Polanski 
Was treated — but | havea huge problem with 
SEE presenting a film director's findings as if 
they somehow represent a newly discovered 
truth. The director is, by her own admission, 
NO investigative journalist. 

For years, most of us have conventionally 
Understood that Polanski had consensual 
Sex witha young woman, got caught ina trap 
of a puritanical judge, and has been unfairly 
kept from his deserved glory in the United 
States by not being able to personally ac- 
ept his Oscar. | took the time to read all of 






















Victim's) and my view of this case was 









of that day will break the hardest of hearts. 
Togloss over a grown man getting a] 
Old girl drunk, and then ~~ oral, 









vaginal, 










the victim's grand jury testimony (the Teal : 


Cally altered, Her recounting of the events ; 


with a drunk 13-year-old is even possibly a 
crime, it behooves you to explore more than 
just the sole perspective of a sycophantic de- 
fender of Polanski, 

| understand that there is a feeling that 
the judge in the case was prejudicial against 
Polanski but | would argue that most judges 
feel similarly towards adults who abuse po- 
sitions of power to have non-consensual sex 
with minor children, in this Polanski is not 
exceptional. 

At the very least, | hope that the online 
version of this piece will link to the victim's 
full testimony available at www.thesmok- 
inggun.com. 

TIFFANY BROWN OLSEN 


GUNS DON'T KILL PEOPLE; THEY JUST 
SCARE SEE WRITERS 

Angela Brunschot's Jan. 1 column “Quotes 
From The Cutting Room Floor” [SEE #788], 
specifically the interview with Capt. Matt 
Johns from the Lord Strathcona’s Horse, ir- 
fitated me enough that | had to write you 
and vent. 

I've been in the military for quite a few 
years and I've spent about a year of my life in 
Afghanistan. To be quite frank, | thought your 
questions were seriously on the naive side. 

Is Afghanistan the right mission? What the 
hell does this mean, anyway? | heard it so 
Many times and I've never had it explained to 
me. What exactly does a “right mission” look 
like? What made all the previous missions 
tight in a way that this one does not? Are 


| you suggesting that we only send soldiers 
= "| tonice, safe places where they won't be hurt 


“andwon't have to hurt other people? Are you 
suggesting that soldiers only be sent where 
no loss of life is guaranteed? How realistic is 
that? Or perhaps you think that all military 
Missions are wrong. 


The “anti-war” crowd always invokes Dar- 
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furasa more desirable-alternative to Afghan- 
istan. What is conveniently left unexplained 
is that in order for Sudan to agree to allow 
a “peacekeeping” force into the country, the 
UN had to agree that it would be composed 
exclusively of African troops. 

Your suggestion that what we are doing 
in Afghanistan doesn't consist of anything 
more than pointing weapons at every man, 
woman, and child is so very ignorant and 
simplistic and probably has more to do with 
your obvious (and somewhat self-righteous) 
fear of guns than any basis in reality. It might 
surprise you to know that the Afghans, hav- 
ing been at war for the better part of 30 
years, are fairly comfortable with firearms 
and — unlike most Canadians — are not wont 
topiss thelr pants at the sight of a C7 rifle ora 
C6 machine gun. 

I've done my share of patrolling through 
Afghan villages and while I've experienced 
everything from hostility to friendliness to 
curiosity from the locals, | never experienced 
anyone running from me in terror. Perhaps 
you should think twice about superimposing 
your own anxieties on others. 

MARCO FAVASOLI 


SEE Magazine welcomes reader feedback, 
both positive and negative. You can e-mail 
your comments to letters@see.greatwest. 
ca, snail-mail them to SEE Magazine, #200, 
10275 Jasper Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5J 1X8, 
or fax them to (780) 432-1102. SEE reserves 
the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 
Preference is given to letters responding to 
articles in SEE Magazine. 


CORRECTION 
Petro-Canada has delayed its Fort Hills min- 


ing operation and a related upgrader near | ished the effectiveness of democracy ment has to 


Edmonton. A project near McKay River was 
not affected as reported in our Jan. 8 issue. 





NIKIFORUK (cont’d from pg. 5) 
Monetary Fund and the Organiza- 


ply buying the electorate with ‘bil-; 
lion-dollar promises and covering up 

tion for Economic Cooperation and massive waste and really bad public 

Development have scolded Canada _ policy with billions of dollars, people 

and said that when you are making have opted out of the system... ‘Peo- 

billions of dollars a year from a re- ple don’t want to get involved and a 

source like the tarsands, you need to petrol state doesn’t want to engage 

clearly identify those funds and put _ their citizens. It wants to take care of 

them and keep them happy and keep 

them compliant. 

SEE: And people get frustrated, as 
citizens as opposed to representing _ we've seen with the pipeline bomb- 
the hydrocarbon resource... The ings in northern B.C. But you've 
other thing that happens in a petrol dismissed the term “eco- o- terrorist” in 


them in a separate fund and you need 
to run like an ordinary government 
on taxes, so that you represent your 


state is that people over time stop _ this case. 

participating. It doesn’t work like a AN: What has obviously 
democracy anymore... We've had a happened in that Tegion is a 
one-party state for over 37 years on __ proliferation of sour gas 


the basis of government control of 
oil wealth. 

SEE: The price of oil has dropped 
$100 a barrel since the summer. Do 
you see any positive changes coming 
from that? 

AN: Absolutely. Now there's an op- 


developments that have been poor- 
ly regulated. You have exposed 
a large rural population to risks 
they've never had before, you've 
lowered their property values and 
someone has gotten really upset 
and taken the law into their own 
portunity tohavethisconversationl.... hands. The response is that it's 
You begin to see democratic reforms terrorism and they've got to send 
only when the price of oil fallstolow in the RCMP. Of course, the gov- 
levels. Russia was engaged in demo- ernment of British Columbia earns 
cratic reforms, as were Nigeria and more than $2 billion a year from oil 
Venezuela, when the price of oil was _ and gas, it’s largest source of revenue. 
$20 or $30 [a barrel]. But as soon The result is that there has been no 
as it shot up, then all those reforms _ investigation into whether the regu- 
stopped and it went nowhere... In lations for sour gas are adequate... 


Alberta, basically 60 per cent of the You can only restore the democratic 
population: simply doesn't vote any- equilibrium by taking the money off 
more, and that's extraordinary. Hy- _ the table and leave it Bor apes 


drocarbon wealth has really dimin- _ erations, 







= _- 


all together in the province. After so eee 
many years of the government sim- _ as we 


city life 


GG END JANUARY WITH35 FRIENDS AND 


SIX CONCURRENT GAMES OF SCRABULOUS ON THE GO, 





TEHINTERNETS - UPDATING MY STATUS - BY SCOTT SHARPLIN {2.260 words 





THE OMNIPRESENT SOCIAL 
NETWORKING SITE WON ME A 
LOT OF NEW “FRIENDS,” BUT AT 
WHAT COST TO SOCIETY? 





I resisted its lure as long as | could, 
but on Jan. 1, 2008, I broke down 
and joined Facebook. A blog post 
from seven months earlier lists my 
excuses for holding out 

(1) I just started blogging, in the 
hopes that it would satisfy my need 
for online connectivity and social 
belonging. I don't need to be in- 
formed (by Facebook's skyrocketing 
membership) that I made the wrong 
choice 

(2) | keep getting robot-written e- 
mails telling me that people | vaguely 
know have added me to Facebook 
Yet no one has told me why I'd want 


to join. “One of us, one of us.” 
(3) The interface is lousy. The 
virtual tour tells me next to noth- 


ing. When registering, my “social 
network” options are: business or 
school. No room in this world for 
freelance playwrights 

In fact, my secret fears about Fa 
cebook were even less rational: | 
dreaded the ribbing I'd receive for 
switching teams after dissing the 
new fad for so long. Worse, I'd al- 
ready heard horror stories about 
Facebook users getting “found” by 
ex-partners, schoolyard nemeses, 
or other unpleasant reminders of 
pasts best left buried. Would my first 
crush from Grade 6 — the girl who 
laughed in my face when I asked her 
out — track me down online to have 
another laugh? 

Little did I know I[ was joining 
something far, far bigger than an 
Embarrassing Reunion Generator. | 
was chartering a ride on the cultural 
flagship of 2008; the website that 
would change everything from lan 
guage to police work to politics; it’s 
the little Social Operating System 
that could. 


JANUARY 
+ Four young offenders are “outed” 
when Facebook pages identify the 
Camrose teens accused of microwav- 
ing a cat. Death threats ensue. When 
the local police try to shut down the 
pages, the posters’ righteous indigna- 
tion spreads to include the cops. Ap- 
parently, Facebook trumps the Young 
Offenders Act 

+ Meanwhile, I’m still awaiting the 
blowback from betraying my highly 
publicized principles and joining 
Facebook in the first place. So far, 
no one has teased me, and no old 
crushes have tracked me down. I end 
the month with 35 Friends and six 
concurrent games of Scrabulous on 


the go 


FEBRUARY 

+ The University of Manitoba dis- 
ciplines three dozen students for 
cyber-bullying a business student 
Students at the I.H. Asper School of 
Business posted the victim's photo 
on Facebook and called him a “Com- 
merce Creeper” (which apparently is 
a pejorative worthy of punishment, 
if you're a business student) 

- “Commerce creeping” might ap- 
ply just as well to Facebook's chief 
financial strategy: whenever a user 
activates an application, they give 
the site permission to share their 
private info (and all of their Friends’ 
info) with the application's owners. 
Oh well; my private info can’t be any 
more embarrassing than my Scrabu- 
lous scores. 


MARCH 

2. A computer engineering student 
at Ryerson University faces expul- 
sion because he was the chief ad- 
ministrator of a Facebook group that 
exchanged answers for tests. A Stu- 
dents’ Union spokesperson accuses 
Ryerson's administration of creating 
“a culture of fear” amongst a tech- 
savvy generation of students. The 


Ele-)5)+)1| a8 Gasebook 2009 


expulsion charge is dropped after 
appeals. 

- I'm experiencing more of a “cul- 
ture of bewilderment,” myself. I’m 
starting to get Friend requests from 
acquaintances, colleagues, class- 
mates, and long-forgotten chums; do 
all of these categories really deserve 
to be included under the single um- 
brella term “Friend”? I resist having 
to redefine the word, but how can I 
turn down Friend requests? I’ve only 
got 70, and most of my Friends have 
more than 200! 


APRIL 

+ Edmonton police marvel over the 
contrast between an alleged murder- 
er's real-life persona and his violent 
and tormented Facebook identity. 
Haldane Jensen-Huot, accused of 
an apparently motiveless murder in 
Edmonton's west end, updated his 
Facebook status with comments like 
“Haldane would feel sorta bad about 
hurting innocent people.” 

+ After reading about this case, I 
become highly self-conscious of the 
way I use my Facebook status. What 
will people think if “Scott is having 
a bad day”? For awhile, | err on the 
side of specificity (“Scott is think- 
ing about having a cheese sandwich 
for lunch”), but do my Friends re- 
ally need such banal minutiae? 
Shouldn't I spice ther with pithy ob- 
servations or pop-culture references 
(“Scott is wondering what they call 
a cheese sandwich in Amsterdam”)? 
Increased time devoted to status- 
writing begins to encroach upon my 


Scrabulous time 


MAY 

- Law students interning at the Ca- 
nadian Internet Policy and Public In- 
terest Clinic file a complaint against 


Facebook, alleging 22 violations of 


privacy under Canada’s Personal In- 
formation Protection and Electronic 
Documents Act. One intern, Harvey 





Finkelstein, claims that “Facebook 
purports to provide users with a 
high level of control over their data 
But [their] investigation found that 
this is not entirely true.” According 
to the complaint, users who select 
Facebook’s highest privacy settings 
are still unknowingly sharing sensi- 
tive information if any of their Fa- 
cebook Friends have lower privacy 
settings. 

+ Instead of heeding the interns’ 
warnings about privacy, I decide to 
plunge recklessly into uncharted Fa- 
cebook waters. After chatting with 
an Argentine exchange student in a 
cafeteria, I impulsively offer to be- 
Friend her. Clearly, I’ve abandoned 
my former convictions about what 
constitutes a Friend. It turns out her 
profile is mostly in Spanish, and she 
doesn't play Scrabulous. But the slip- 
pery slope has begun. “Scott is a Face- 
book slut.” 


Scott Sharplin Is Writing About Facebook | But rest assured he feels very conflicted about it. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 





JUNE 

+ Facebook lists 123.9 million visitors 
(ranging from régular users to singu 
lar visitors), tripling its number from 
May 2007. Facebook also becomes 
the second-most visited website in 
Canada, after Google. Ad spending 
on Facebook and’ other social net 
work sites totals US$1.4 billion. 

+ An article in Adbusters by Micah 
M. White (Google “Facebook Sui 
cide” to read a copy) clarifies the fi 
nancial strategy of Facebook’s inves- 
tors and application generators: “The 
first step ... was encouraging users to 
share information about their inter- 
ests, favorite movies and books, and 
political beliefs that would allow Fa 
cebook to send advertisements tar- 
geted to their demographic. The sec- 
ond controversial step that Facebook 
took is to partner with dozens of 
online retailers so that when a mem- 


FACEBOOK cont’d pg. 9 





y 


oe 
= 
— 
= 
S 
a 
we 
co 
ee 
> 
a 
co 
= 
=] 
> 
—_ 
<= 
=] 
o 
ad 


ve 
iT, 
x ©) 
q@ 


arid-wintry 


NOUN : The term outsiders must use upon entering Edmonton to describe the “dry 
cold” so as to not set off the locals. “I called it a dry cold and | got stabbed. Now! 
refer to it as arid-wintry and all | get is the stinkeye. Things are much better now 


for me and my family.” 


Flemish Colander 


NOUN - A poultice, originating in Newfoundland, that is known to cure just about 
anything. The recipe found its way to Alberta during the great oil drive of the late 
1900s. “So you empty out three AA batteries into a hockey helmet, mulch in some 
cod bones, add celery, and yell at it for an hour and a half. Then you pour it into an 
old sock and tie It around whatever needs fixing. My kid doesn't swear in church 
anymore and my car starts, all thanks to the Flemish Colander.” 
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sloppy dodd 


NOUN « A person who can only achieve climax while screaming their own name. “Be- 
cause I'm a sloopy dodd, | only date girls with the same name as me. There are very 
few girls out there named Trent James Wilkie.” 


tweakseizure 


NOUN « The obsessive-compulsive need to express one’s feelings towards inanimate 
objects. “I would have totally told off my leg brace if that cop hadn't stepped in. 
| should really go back on my tweakseizure medication... AFTERITELLIT RIGHT 


OFF!” 





check out new vocab every week 
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WESEEJOSH CHARLES AS THESILHQUETTEICON. AARON SORKIN, CREATOR OF TV'S THE WEST WING AND SPORTS NIGHT, IS DEVELOPING 
_AFILM FOR SUPERPRODUCER SCOTT RUDIN ABOUT THE FOUNDERS OF FACEBOOK. 





ACEBOOK (cont'd from pg. 8) 
ier buys a Widget on a partner's site, 
,|| their Facebook ‘friends’ find out. 
his sinister system would be akin to 
y computer automatically emailing 
my address book when | purchase a 
book online.” 
. Since I have over 100 friends but 
ave only ever used one Facebook 
lapplication, | feel as if I’ve beaten the 
ystem. “Scott is a Facebook agent 


















‘4 ” 
provocateur. 


ULY ; 
What happened to Scrabulous?!? 
investigation reveals an ongoing 
Jawsuit by Hasbro (the makers of 
Scrabble) against Lexulous, a family- 
n company in Kolkata, India mak- 
g over US$300,000 a year selling 
ad space and marketing info (includ- 
ing mine). On July 28, Hasbro evicts 
Scrabulous from Facebook. 54,000 
Facebook users join “Save Scrabu- 
Jous” groups, which suggests to me 
that 54,000 people fail to understand 
that copyright infringement litiga- 
tion is not a democratic process. 
| + Neither is corporate web design; 
while Facebook’s new design is ini- 
tially touted as optional, it becomes 
mandatory by September. According 
0 analyst Ray Valdes, the redesign 
jis an attempt “to eliminate some of 
the toxic threats to the Facebook ex- 
perience,” such as viral spam mes- 
sages. I’ve never received spam on 
Facebook, but when the “cleaner and 
simpler” new design begins to fill up 
th ads, I suspect the real “toxic 
hreat” is insufficient profits. 







AUGUST 
» Over the summer, | tour a Fringe 


play to five Canadian cities, using Fa- 
cebook as a promotional tool. It’s of 
dubious value; | can invite Friends to 
the show's page, but how do I reach 
audience members who have no 
idea who I am? As an after-the-fact 
fan site, however, the page is gang- 
busters, and by the end of August, 
I have dozens of new Friends from 
all across Canada. But once my tour 
ends, | have nothing to say to any 
of them. I’m disheartened to realize 
that I was using Facebook with the 
same callous disregard for Friend- 
ship as the marketers. From now on, 
I resolve to use Facebook only as a 
social tool. 


SEPTEMBER 
+ Facebook becomes a political tool. 
With Canadian and American elec- 
tions looming, users begin posting 
increasingly polemical status up- 
dates. In Canada, numerous candi- 
dates experience controversy over 
their own embarrassing online post- 
ings, including Andrew McKeever, 
NDP candidate in Durham, Ont. 
McKeever issues an apology for his 
contributions to a Facebook discus- 
sion thread in which he “threatened 
violence toward another individual 
with whom he disagreed over Can- 
ada’s policy toward U.S. war resist- 
ers.” McKeever is not elected. 

+ I'm not running for election, but 
I start to get paranoid: am I becom- 
ing lax about the sorts of comments 
I post on Facebook? By now, my list 
of Friends has extended to include 
instructors and students at the col- 
lege where I teach. | realize that, like 
McKeever, my future job prospects 
could end up affected by any offhand 
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‘iven my pretentious, suburban- 
bred, nonconformist background, I 
Rever thought I'd end up being a curl- 


hen I, a perky, guileless journalism 
Student with an overdeveloped sense 
of whimsy, decided to join friends 
‘Ta regular Friday afternoon sheet 
of practice ice at the Granite Curl- 
ég Club, where Edmontonians have 
*en curling since the 1920s. 

For five bucks each, half of a dozen 
of us could get together and throw 
°cks for an hour or so; if we were 


r. It all started 10 years ago or more . 


comment I chisel into the deathless 
stone of Facebook's vast memory 
banks. But if I can’t be my personal 
or professional self, then what am | 
.. besides a drone, a dupe, facilitating 
the transfer of marketing data and 
cash? “Scott is having an existential 
Facebook crisis.” 


OCTOBER 

+ Political Facebooking continues 
after Stephen Harper's dismissive 
comments about Canada’s arts com- 
munity, hundreds of artists demon- 
strate their displeasure by replacing 
their Facebook status photos with the 
words “Faceless for the Arts.” 
to bite my tongue, because this form 


I have 


of armchair protest strikes me as 
even more futile than “Save Scrabu- 
lous.” Unless they are Friends with 
Stephen Harper, he's not even going 
to see their status photos 

- As the U.S. election draws near, 
my American Friends begin “do- 
their status lines to their 
“Joe the 
Plumber is donating his status to 
McCain.” 
watch the word “friend” slip away; 


nating” 
preferred candidate. As in, 


It's frustrating enough to 


do people no longer believe that a 
“donation” involves giving up some- 
thing of value for your cause? Isn't 
there some way to use Facebook 
which benefits somebody other than 
marketers and investors? 


NOVEMBER 

+ | think I've got it. I’ve noticed that, 
whenever someone's birthday occurs, 
a notification appears on Friends’ 
Events listings, prompting flocks 
of felicitous Wall postings. People 
clearly feel an obligation to comment 


on birthdays; maybe that can be 
channeled into altruism? Shortly be- 
fore my birthday, I change my status 
“Scott hopes that, instead of posting 
a birthday greeting, you consider do- 
nating $5 to the United Way. It takes 
the same amount of time.” 

+ My social experiment fails. Al- 
though a few Friends see my sta 
tus and make donations, most of 
them only read the Events listings, 
not the status line, so I get birthday 
wishes anyway. I feel as though I’ve 
opened my front door to welcome 
the world, and the world has clam- 
bered in through my window and 
left me gifts I didn’t ask for. My 
Facebook pessimism peaks, and I 
consider the unspeakable: Facebook 
Suicide. Unhappily, it takes way too 
much work to remove oneself from 
Facebook 

+ Taking inspiration from a South 
group 
“National Kick a 


Park episode, a Facebook 
declares Nov. 21 
Ginger Day.” Thirteen Calgary high 
school students and more than 20 
junior high school students in Sooke, 
B.C., are suspended after assaulting 
red-haired classmates. This ends Na- 
tional Bullying Awareness Week on 
something of a down note. 

* Edmonton police use filmmaker 
Mark Andrew Twitchell’s Facebook 
page to track his activities prior to 
his arrest in the murder of Johnny 
Brian Altinger. Twitchell was pro- 
ducing:a film about a man who uses 
a female persona on social network- 
ing sites to lure another man to 
his death. 


DECEMBER 


- Canadians of all political per- 


Cover Story 


suasions convert Facebook into a 
soapbox as the parliamentary cri- 
sis erupts. Facebook groups with 
lunt, polemical titles like “This is 
NOT a Third World country where 
rulers bully their way into power 
receive thousands of angry posts 
But Paul Boin, 
studies professor at the University 


a communications 


of Windsor, wonders how much of 
the debate is inflated or orchestrated 





9y political party members. Boin 
says, “All of our leaders need to do 
a better job of trying to build grass- 
roots public opinion, not Astroturf 
public opinion.” 

Boin’s comments hit home, 
and | consider changing my sta 
tus to “Scott is only your Astroturf 
Friend.” distracted 


and discombobulated to receive an 


However, I'm 


“F-mail” message from ... my first 
crush ‘in Grade 6! The girl who 
laughed in my face when I asked her 
out! Incredibly, she writes to say that 
she’s sorry she mocked me, and she 
“missed a great opportunity.” Is this 
another serial killer, posing as my old 
flame to lure me to my death? No 
Enough is enough. | choose to be- 
lieve. | choose Friendship, with a real 
capital “F.” 

+ Oilers Sheldon Souray and Shawn 
Horcoff aren't so lucky, though. 
They both complain that that users 
have posed as them on Facebook, 
creating up to four falé versions of 
each hockey player. “I’m not com- 
puter savvy,” protests Souyay. “That 
is not something that has ever been 
of interest to me.” I’m glad I got my 
Facebook Christmas miracle, but I 
can't help but wonder if Souray’s got 
the right idea. 





eight we'd strike up a crude parody 
of a game for four ends. But really 
we were there for camaraderie fu- 
elled by pitchers of draft and de- 
lectable rink cheeseburgers. Older 
club members seemed to view us 
with suspicion, even after four of 
us joined the Thursday night men’s 
league. I believe we were referred to 
by a certain element as “The Fag- 
gots” for the easy, apparently exces- 
sive physicality of our affection for 
one another amidst of all those gruff, 
unironic moustaches. 

But in time we became just an- 
other bunch of faces you saw up in 
the Whiteshirt Lounge (named to 
honour a former club honcho whose 
fond epithet derived from “his pas- 
sion for wearing white shirts,” ac- 
cording to the memorial plaque on 
the lounge wall) that you'd soundly 
trounce whenever you faced us on 
the ice, but not before imparting a 
little curling etiquette to our igno- 
rant, irksomely youthful asses. 

What's embarrassing is that, more 
than a decade on, I'm still an aw- 
ful curler and, worse, I don't know 
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Between A Rock And Old Age 


what's going on half the time. | hear 
talk of draws and raises and freezes 
and board weight — words that still 
have no other meaning for me than 
“raffle,” “pay increase,” “good condi- 
tions for skating,” and “the: gravita- 
tional pull on lumber.” Our “skip,” 
which isn’t even his real name, tells 
me to aim at his broom, asks me if 
I’m more comfortable with an in- 
turn or an out-turn and sometimes 
taps his chest or indicates the plank 
that separates our sheet from the 
next; I respond as the proverbial dog 
being shown a card trick, cluelessly 
eager to please but constitutionally 
incapable of genuinely comprehend- 
ing what's being said to me. There’s a 
good chance that the oldtimers who 
used to dismiss us collectively as 
faggots now indulge us as the Lep- 
rechaun, the Hothead, Mr. Friendly 
and, myself, the Liability. 

But what I lack in meaningful 
contributions to the Sisyphean ef- 
forts of my team, I make up for in 
anthropological curiosity. Because, 
like professional bowlers and other _ 
sportsmen who roll or push things in 








their pursuit of leisure, curlers aren't 
the most athletic-looking specimens 
in the world. Guys who look like they 
might have a hard time challenging a 
flight of stairs float out of the hacks 
as though borne on a zephyr, gliding 
inches above the ice perched on the 


toe of one foot, as though morphing,’ 


Transformer-like, from ruddy-faced 
hockey dads showing a discreet hint 
of buttcrack into graceful, effortless- 
ly lethal dirigibles. 

Then there's the cacophony — the 
echoing clamour of curlers pos- 
sessed by loud, rapturous tongues 
as they kneel in their cavernous, 
overlit cathedral. While some follow 
the rock down the ice, gently cooing 
to the sweepers like a dad sending 
six-year-olds off on their first set of 
training wheels — “Take a look boys, 
lotsa weight, let ’er curl. YES, that's 
‘it, all the way, boys ...” — it’s the ones 
who bark at the approaching rock 
like it was a burning orphanage that 
make me long for a Brazilian metal 


band, all dreads and facial tattoos, set 


up in the corner to the 
rhythmic, guttural cries of "HUUR- 


— 


ae agli, a = 


RRRRY! HAAAAARRRRRRRD!” 
with a barrage of brutal riffs. 

I've come to realize that such pop 
culture-damaged musings — and my 
utterly abject abilities — might be all 
that separates me from the elders 
who have come to tolerate my pres- 
ence at their club every week. Time 
has eroded our differences, the sus- 
picious sidelong glances have given 
way to curt nods and small talk, and 


" we find ourselves aligned by the in- 


cursion of the new generation of 
irksomely youthful patrons who, irk- 
somely, are infinitely more gifted at 
the sport than I'll ever be. 

Perhaps that's the greater func- 
tion of curling in my life, above and 
beyond routine humiliation or the 
pretext for empty calories and light 
inebriation. Curling connects me to 
the wider society of Canadian males, 
easing me into lumpen middle age as 
it disabuses me of haughty notions 
of myself as fundamentally differ- 
ent — in short, it brings me down to 
earth. If my sporting peers are | 
indicator, the seat = my 
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Report From The Bodega 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 

THIS WEEK THE MUSE TAKES 
US TO PERU, WHERE THE PISCO 
IS PLENTY — SO PLENTY THEY 
SPILL IT ON THE FLOOR 

The wine tourist is not (yet) a com- 
mon sight in Peru, as I discovered on 
a recent vacation. I booked a tour of 
four bodegas through a tour operator 
in Nazca; Freddy just couldn't wrap 
his head around why we wanted to 
visit them. | think he assumed we 
just wanted to get wasted. 

But how could I throw away an op- 
portunity to sample wines that never 
make it to Canada? Peru is much 
better known for pisco, a grape bran- 
dy, but there is also a fair amount of 
table wine. Most of it is consumed 
locally and in neighbouring South 
American countries; very little is ex- 
ported anywhere else 

On the morning of our visit, my 
husband and I hop on a bus in Nazca 
and head two hours north to Ica, the 
wine capital of Peru. We are greeted 
by our guide Paolo, a short, rotund 
fellow with a gold-toothed grin. We 
pile into the waiting van and zoom 


away to the first bodega, Lovera 

Everything is, for lack of a better 
word, rustic. Prior to this excursion, 
I had only seen the modern, spar 
kling stainless steel equipment used 
in North America, so these rugged 
concrete tanks, simple copper still, 
and old clay bottles seem completely 
alien. The processes are equally ar 
chaic; all the grapes are foot-trod 
den, sometimes for up to 12 hours 
(a practice | had thought was only 
still used by certain port producers 
in Portugal). We clamber around the 
equipment, snapping photos during 
Paolo’s thorough explanation 

Most of the small bodegas (artesan- 
ales) focus on making pisco, though 
they also often make sweet fortified 
wines. Both are on offer at Lovera’s 
tasting bar, which we visit after I 
finish bombarding Paolo with ques 
tions. As we wrap our lips around the 
first pisco of the day, Paolo tells us 
about Peruvian drinlang traditions 
In almost every language in the 
world there is a celebratory word said 
before taking a drink — cheers, pros 
it, l'chaim — and | chime in with an 
emphatic “salud.” But in Quechua, 
the language and culture of Peru's 
indigenous people, there is no such 
word. Instead, the Quechua spill a 
few drops onto the ground as an of- 
fering before they drink. Paolo cer- 
emoniously tips his glass and spills 
a generous dollop of pisco onto the 
dirt. Then he grins, gold tooth flash- 


ing, and knocks the shot back. 

Most pisco is made from Quebran- 
ta, a native Peruvian variety. The 
aromatic Torontel is also commonly 
used. After a few sips, it becomes ap- 
parent that my husband and I both 
prefer the latter, as Torontel pisco is 
floral and sweeter, making it easier to 
drink straight. However, Quebranta 
piscos are best for making cocktails 
like Peru's ubiquitous pisco sour. 
(Seriously, you can get them every- 
where, even on trains.) 

The next bodega, Lazo, is even 
more “rustic” than Lovera. Actually, 
it's filthy. The disco lights, barstools, 
and muchachos languishing in the 
shade make it seem more like a bar 
than a winery. The owner is a self- 
styled antique collector, though most 
of the crap strewn everywhere just 
seems like junk. The pisco is hot and 
one-dimensional, while the sweet 
wines taste like Benylin and cause 
my throat to close up. Judging by the 
pungent, moldy smell, the dirty rags 
stuffed in the mouths of the storage 
bottles, the rusty dipper used to serve 
the wine, and my husband's similarly 
swollen throat, I'm fairly certain that 
the wine is contaminated by mold. 

Luckily, the pisco at the next bode- 
ga is much better, and one sip burns 
our throats clear. Tres Generaciones 
is the cleanest and best-kept of the 
artesanales. There are vineyards 
right out back, and the three of us 
stop to rest on a bench, the trellised 























iQué Calor! | If you don’t have anything nice to say, just cal it “rustic” PHOTO BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
























vines forming a green canopy over- 
head. In the dappled sunlight, we lis- 
ten to Paolo give a miniature history 
lesson. He describes the conquest of 
Peru, revolutions and political tur- 
moil, earthquakes and poverty — dif- 
ficult images that seem oxymoronic 
in this bucolic setting. With some 
difficulty 1 wrench my attention 
back to the present, to grapevines, to 
wine. I comment on the use of flood 
irrigation, the gnarled vines poking 
up through pools of muddy water. I 
ask how old the vines are; they are 
at least 50. | reach up and touch an 
unripe cluster, still green, the grapes 
hard as marbles. 

Then it is onwards to Tacama, the 
last bodega. It is an industrial win- 
ery, the largest in Peru, surrounded 





by miles of vineyards. It seems the 
most familiar to me, with its | 
tasting room filled with displays and 
pictures, a cash -register, hoste 
bustling around... just like a wi 
in California: Tacama makes table 
wines from the European va 
ies; they would fit right alongside 
the Cabernets and Merlots of Napa 
though their price tag (so delicio 
cheap) would certainly set them 
apart. 

We bid farewell to Paolo and I thank 
him for providing this window into 
Peruvian wine culture. As the bus 
pulls onto the highway, I muse that 
I will certainly miss these wines back 
in Canada — but for now I’m content 
to watch the sun set, my buzz wan- 
ing with the fading sunlight. 

















Board Member 
Alberta Health Services Board 
(www.albertahealthservices.ca) 


Earlier this year our province created a common governance board to 
oversee the planning and delivery of health services in Alberta. The Alberta 
government is looking for a number of individuals to serve renewable terms as 
Board Members of the governance board, beginning November 1, 2008. This is 
a great opportunity for individuals to help shape the Alberta health system 


What Is The Alberta Health Services Board? The governance board currently 
functions as the single board for the nine regional health authorities, the 
Alberta Mental Health Board, the Alberta Cancer Board and the Alberta 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission. On April 1, 2009, when those entities 
merge into the Alberta Health Services organization, the Alberta Health 
Services Board will continue its role as the board. Alberta Health Services 
Board aims to improve coordination within the health system so that it is 
easier to access and ensures that all Albertans get the care they need when 
they need it, regardless of where they live. 


Qualifications: All Board Members are expected to have the following 
experience and skills: informed judgment, integrity and accountability, strategic 
thinking, experience in building organizational capability, an understanding 
of board governance and a strong interest for the Alberta Heath Services 
mandate. Additionally, qualifications, experience and/or skills in some of 
the following areas; human resources, financial administration, legal, risk 


management, information technology, academic or health professions 


in addition to other responsibilities, the role of a Board Member requires 
attending a monthly meeting that will be scheduled at various locations within 
Alberta. Honoraria and travel expenses are paid upon appointment to a term 


on the board. Closing Date: August 29, 2008. 


Alberta. 
Going 
strong. 


Please submit your resume to: Brent C. Shervey at the following 
address: Boyden Global Executive Search, Attention: Brent C. Shervey, 
Managing Director, Suite 1060, SunLife West Tower, 144 - 4th Avenue 
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Youth Board Member 


Alberta Foundation for the Arts 


www.jobs.alberta.ca 


Alberta Culture and Community Spirit — The Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts acts as the Government of Alberta's arts funding agency. We are currently 
accepting applications from interested individuals representing youth (aged 20 
to 30) to fill a new position on the Board of Directors. 


The Foundation is responsible for policy and funding decisions concerning 
the annual disbursement of lottery funds. The Foundation board reviews and 
recommends grants and awards to artists, arts organizations and others and 
makes decisions concerning the acquisition of original works of art for the 
Foundation art collection. The applicant should have post-secondary training 
in an arts discipline. The applicant should also have current involvement in 
the arts as a volunteer, or as an artist, arts administrator or in some other 
professional field of endeavour in Alberta's arts sector. Excellent communication 
skills are required and experience in policy and program development, financial 
management and committee leadership would be beneficial. Board members 
are appointed for a three-year term. Individuals who are Alberta residents may 
apply for appointment to the board or may be nominated by another individual, 
group or organization. Applicants are expected to provide complete resumés 
along with at least three references. Closing Date: January 26, 2009. 


Please submit your covering letter and resumé, quoting the competition 
number, to: Alexandra Pfeiffer, Alberta Culture and Community Spirit, 
Sth Floor, Standard Life Centre, 10405 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 4R7. Phone: 780-644-8850, Fax: 780-422-2891. 
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SHAME IT LIKE A WANAMAKER THE WANAMAKER GRAND COURT ORGAN IN PHILADELPHIA IS THE LARGEST OPERATIONAL MUSICAL 








How long have you been playing the 
organ? 

Oh golly, I've been playing the organ for a 
very long time. I've been teaching it for 20 
years here and so | think I've been playing for 
at least 30. 


How did you get started? 

actually got started because | was an un- 
dergraduate pianist here at the U of A. They 
needed an organist and choir director at a 





INUTES 


downtown church and a friend of mine said, 
“Why don't we apply for a job? I'll direct the 
choir and you play the organ.” | said that was 
good but | don't play it, and she said, “Well, | 
think you can.’ So they took a chance on us, 
and that’s how | learned. 


Does your family have a history of 
musicians? 

Well, not my parents, but now our children 
do. | married a musician and we have a cou- 


Marnie Giesbrecht | Professc V 
PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 





yr of Music. University 


ple for sons now. One's a jazz drummer and 
the other is a heavy metal guitar player, so 
we're pretty broad-minded. 


What kind of organ is in Convocation 
Hall? 

We have what you call a three-manual 
(which means you have three keyboards) 
mechanical action pipe organ that was 
built by a Canadian firm called Casavant in 
1978. At that time, there was a real interest 


__ INSTRUMENT IN THE WORLD, WEIGHING IN AT 287 TONS. IT IS PLAYED TWICE A DAY, SIX DAYS A WEEK 


in building instruments that were in some 
way Closer to instruments built in Baroque 
and earlier times. The action that connects 
the key that you play with the pipe that 
you're sounding is all mechanical. So it’s like 
a little wooden strip that goes into another 
place where it rolls around and finds its way 
up to the palette that lets the wind go into 
the pipe. That was really different. There was 
a long period of time when everything was 
connected electro-pneumatically. 


Who uses the organ? 

|do.and students do and sometimes we have 
visiting artists or people who use the hall for 
other things. Those are the primary users. 


How many events require an organ per 
year? 

We have a noon hour organ recital series 
that is usually five or six concerts a year, and 
then usually the organ is used in the evening 









series Music at Convocation Hall. We use it for 
things like special services 
an alumni memorial service e 


people are starting to book the 





dings, so it’s being used for weddings now 





| wasn't teaching at the time when the or 


gan went in — in fact, | wasn't even an organ 
student then; | was still finishing piano stud- 
ies — but | think it's safe to say at the time 
it probably cost in the neighbourhood of 
$250,000. If you were to build one like that 
now, you would probably pay two or possibly 
three times as much. 


Is it ever fully dismantled for repairs? 
No, it's never fully dismantled. It's tuned on 
a fairly regular basis, but | think an organ 
can get to be 70 years old before you have 
to start replacing the major big mechanical 
things. Then you're looking at a restoration. 


Does the organ havea nickname? 
Not really. We should give it one, shouldn't 
we? 
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Class 


ACADEMIC SUCCESS PROGRAMS 


Upgrade at Metro! 


Whether you need to upgrade your marks to 
meet post-secondary entrance requirements 
or finish a course to complete your high 
school diploma, Metro can help you. 


Take part-time classes at night or on 
Saturdays and learn from experienced, 

| Caring instructors. Choose how you want 
to learn: in a classroom or on your 


With Fast Track programs, you can finish 
a course in as little as eight weeks! 


Funding may be available for students 


For class information or to register online 
24/7, visit metrocontinuingeducation.ca or 
pick up an Academic Success Class Calendar 
today at local grocery stores. 


SB EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
metro continuing education 


Classes start 
February 5th! 
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PROMOTIONAL 
MUSIC 
SAMPLER 


OPEN CALL FOR 
ALL 
ALBERTA ARTISTS! 


Send us your best song 
(mixed and mastered) 
as this Sampler will 
Promote Alberta artists 
at the many national 
and international music 
industry events in 2009! 


SUBMIT TO: 
Alberta Music Office 
102, 10722 - 103 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T5J 5G7 





NCH ROIN | =) 


Poker Face, 
Lady GaGa 
I'm So Paid, 
Akon 


Live Your Life, 
T.l. ft. Rihanna 


Right Now (Na Na Na), 
Akon 


Heartless, 
Kanye’West 

Love Story, 
Taylor Swift 

Hot N Cold, 

Katy Perry 

Rock N’Roll Train, 
AC/DC 

Circus, 

Britney Spears 


Single Ladies, 
Beyonce 


©) ROGERS 





™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers 
Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers 


Wireless. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. 
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EVENTS 


ARTS MARKET THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 
FEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE, JAN 12 Artists and artisans from 
the community and beyond, sharing unique gifts with local 
flavour. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www.thecarrot.a. 
CELEBRATE MALANKA HAYLOFT, RANGE ROAD 224/TWP 
522, JAN 7 With The Marv Machura Band. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
DESIGN IN A COLD CLIMATE LECTURE SERIES MAC- 
EWAN DOWNTOWN CAMPUS, 106 104TH AVE. JAN 20 With 
Michael Green of McFarlane Green Biggar, North Vancouver, 
BC Doors at 7 p.m. 

EDMONTON NATURE CLUB MONTHLY MEETING ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE., JAN 16 Guest speaker 
Or. Wayne Nelson, habitat and wildlife biologist with Alberta 


| 


| 
| 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 


| Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 


| welcome. Info: andre graceG@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772 





BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP A social group 

for bi-curious and bi-sexual women. Every 2nd Thu of 

the month. 7:30 p.m. Info: groups. yahoo.com/group/ 

bwedmonton. 

EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 

EDMONTON, 10804 119TH ST. Older gay men and admirers 

meet for a social period, short business meeting, followed 

by guest speaker, discussion panel, or potluck supper. 
Every 2nd Sun of the month, 2:30 p.m. Info: www. 


Fish and Wildlife Division, will discuss the prmetimersww.org/edmonton. 
oe in EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS AS- 
east-cent SOCIATION THE CARROT COMMUNITY 
Doorsat 7pm. HOT PICK ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 935116TH AVE 
EDMONTON STORY SLAM BLUE ____ VISUAL ART Casual networking with GLBT busi- 
CHAIR CAFE, 9626 76TH AVE. JAN Visions of the Land ness community. 2nd Wed every 
71 Storytellers compete for cash Davey Thompson leads month. Locations listed on www, 
prize for best story as judged collage project. edmontonrba.org. 

by audience members. Sign up Jan. 17 (ipm) EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COM- 
at7p.m. T GALLERY OF ALBERTA MITTEE The EPS/LGBTO Liaison 
FORM VS. FUNCTION HARCOURT Committee is composed of a variety 


HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112TH 
ST, JAN 77 Musical concert and life modelling 

session. Artists are encouraged to come photograph and 
draw models to music of Bill Damur, Agaperaygunexperi- 
ment, John Armstrong and others. 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704 
TITTH AVE, JAN 8 For Parents and children up to 17. Doors at 
6:30 p.m. Info; 780-474-7611. 

IMAGINING SCIENCE IDEA-EXCHANGES ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE. JAN 15 A representative 
from the Health Law Institute, Law Centre, U of Ajoins AGA 
curators to lead a tour through this exhibition of art and 
science. Doors at 7 p.m. 

VIP GRAND OPENING RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. AND WHITEMUD RO. ENOCH, AB, JAN 16 The 
official opening of Live the latest venue at River Cree Resort 
and Casino. Doors at 7 p.m. 

VISIONS OF THE LAND ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE, JAN T/ Artist Davey Thompson leads a 
landscape collage project taking inspiration from the exhibi- 





of concemed lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
identified, two-spirited, queer, allied community 
members, and police officers. Email questions or concerns to 
epsigbtqG@yahoo.ca. All inquiries treated with confidential- 
ity and respect. To report a hate or bias motivated crime, 
contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime Unit, 780-421-3489, 


| FREE TOBE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 pm. 101 


Amiskiwacy Academy Info: volleyball @teamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE MORANGO'S CAFE, 10118 79TH ST. 6 pm. CISR 
88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show concerning gay, 


| lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. News, local and 


international features, and community events. 

HIV SUPPORT GROUP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 I1ITH AVE. 
2nd Mon every month from 7-9 p.m. Info: richard@pridecen- 
treedmonton.org/780-488-3234. 


| INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 


LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 
welcome. Montinly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 
mwonham@ualberta.a 


| PRIDE CENTRE 9540 11! AVE, 780-488-3234. Hours: 


tion Sylvain Voyer. Doors at } p.m 

YESS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN DEC] - JAN 16 Youth 
Emergency Shelter kicks off its annual fundraising 
campaign. info: www.yess.org. 


TUE-FRI 1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, 

and community intemet services are available. Online 

enewsletter Hours: TUE-FRI 1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Info: 
| 780-488-3234 or www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 











Bachelor of Child 
and Youth Care 


Prepare for a rewarding career 
helping at-risk youth and their 

families manage emotional and 
behavioural problems. 


With diploma and degree options, 
full-time or part-time studies, you 
can choose your own path - and 
reach your full potential. 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Wednesday, January 21°, 6:30 pm 
Room 233, South Campus 
(7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call 497-4646 or 
visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


Make a difference. 
Build relationships that change lives, 
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DINING - JAPANESE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY \7a1 words 


Swing, Shabu-Shabu, Swing 


"THE ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT MENU 
| AT ZEN SHABU-SHABU WILL 
| PILL YOU FULL OF FISH. HOPE 


YOU DON'T MIND THE UFC IN 
THE BACKGROUND 





ZEN SHABU-SHABU SUSHI & GRILL 


| 10518-101 St., 780-428-1235. 





There’s always a trade-off to be made 


| whenever you take a restaurant up 


on its challenge to eat all you can for 
a fixed price. In order to cram your 
maw with as much food as you can, 
you usually have to forego selection 
or freshness or presentation or all of 
the above. 

Truth be told, I had no idea that 
Zen Shabu-Shabu Sushi and Grill — 
shabu-shabu being a Japanese-style 
fondue in which you swish thin slic- 


| es of raw beef in boiling broth — of 
| fered all you can eat, but they do so 


every night and seem to have found 
no shortage of takers. On a Saturday 
night, they were almost full up, and 
my co-diner and I were lucky to snag 


| one of the last available tables — es- 


pecially lucky because we were seat- 
ed as far as possible from the giant 
TV that was showing bloodsport on 
the far side of the room. (I have a bit 


| of a problem with ultimate fighting 


| being screened in public places, and 


that goes double for a public place in 


which I’m trying to enjoy food.) 


At least the servers were pleasant, 


though very busy, and the Japanese 


décor handsomely deployed. We 
were provided a list of available food 
items and a pen. It was as easy as 


writing down the number of servings 
of sashimi, sushi, and other assorted 
Japanese delicacies and handing it to 
a server as she whooshed by. When- 
ever that food was depleted, we just 


had to write out another order. There 





ALYou Can Stomach | For $25, Zen's sashimi menu will fill you up just fine. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
were limits, however — we couldonly _ that side of the menu. In fact, most 
order 20 pieces of sashimi each, we'd 
be charged for any food we ordered 


and didn’t eat, and after two hours 


of the patrons around us were doing 
just that, laying into enormous plates 
of sashimi, and grazing lightly on 
at the trough we'd be asked to move the starchier, more filling items. |’ 
along if we could still locomote un- also endorse the sushi, especially the 
mackerel, red snapper, and avocad: 

My co-diner liked the chop chop - 


raw scallops and fish roe bound with 


der our own power. 

And so we set about trying to get 
our $24.95’s worth. That meant, in 
total, we ordered 22 pieces of sashi- 
mi, 16 pieces of sushi, two pieces of 


mayo. The spicy tuna and spicy salrn- 
on maki delivered on their promise of 





THE TAB: $50 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: ALL YOU CAN EAT SUSHI WITH 
THE EXPECTED TRADEOFFS 
TRY: THE SALMON AND TUNA SASHIMI 
AVOID: THE MEN'S ROOM 





large maki, two small rolls of maki, 
two sushi cones, three bowls of 
miso, a bean sprout salad, a green 
salad, two baked mussels, one black 
cod, one stir-fried udon, two gyoza, 
one order of vegetable tempura, and 
two curry fishballs. The green tea ice 
cream was extra: $3.25 

The sashimi, sushi, and maki were 
all quite acceptable and I'd advise 
patrons of Zen to concentrate on 
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fieriness, but the cone versions of the 
same tended to be rice-intensive, dis- 
pensing with the expected crunchy 
fresh cucumber and carrot. 

The non-raw fish selections tend 
to come in rather small portions 
and, to all appearances, were rather 
frenetically plated by a heavily taxed 
kitchen. The bean sprout and green 
salads could have been tossed from 
the other side of the room into shal- 
low pools of watery dressing. The 
stir-fried udon veritably sprawled 
across its platter and didn't strictly 
merit the amount of space it took up 
in my stomach. But these indifferent 
sides were preferable to the pungent 
baked mussels immured in runny 
misonnaise and rubbery curry fish- 
balls that served as stark sapid and 
textural contrasts to the far more 
toothsome sushi and sashimi. The 
pan-fried black cod, topped with 4 
dark sweet substance sort of like ter- 
yaki sauce, was relatively enjoyable, 
if a little oily, but a single serving was 
slightly larger than a postage stamp. 
On the plus side, it never took very 
long for the food to arrive. 

Even the wide swath we cut across 
the all-you-can-eat menu didn't take 
in everything — we decided to skip the 
teriyakis, the fried rice, the green on- 
ion cakes and spring rolls, and a few 
other Asian favourites. I also wished 
I had skipped the men’s washroom. 
the grottiness of which threatened t° 
revoke my $24.95's worth in a most 
unseemly fashion. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW « KEEP MOVING - BY MIKE DEANE |686 words 


IS SOMETHING THAT MAKES IT EASIER FOR 
HMV ORITUNES TO SELL THINGS. 


The Stills Are Alive With The Sound Of Music 


THOUGH THEY'VE BEEN 
ACCUSED OF GENRE- 
WANDERING, THE STILLS ARE 
NOT ABOUT TO PANDER TO 
THEIR GREATEST CRITICS 





THE STILLS 

w/Sam Roberts Band. Jubilee Auditorium (1455-87 Ave). 
Jan]7 (8pm). Tickets: $30.50-$35.50, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca), 








The Stills’ moniker is quite decep- 
tive these days: this is a band in 
constant flux. They’ve been on the 
road since July in support of their 
most recent release, the drastically 
different Oceans Will Rise. Their 
tour has taken them through Canada 
with Sam Roberts, around the U.S 
with Kings.of Leon, and solo across 
Europe. Add in a label change, from 
Vice to Arts & Crafts, and you have 
a band in motion, constantly on the 
move and evolving musically at the 
same time. 

“It can be tiring, but at a certain 
point it just becomes your life. It's 


» 


our life,” explains frontman Tim 
| Fletcher from Victoria at the start of 
the fourth leg of the tour. “It makes 
you a more adaptable person be- 
cause you have to exercise patience 
at all times and do your utmost 
to maintain a good spirit and stay 
inspired.” 

It's this dedication and inspiration 
that brings on The Stills’ ongoing 
musical changes. Oceans exhibits a 
mature version of The Stills, with a 


Sounc 





that owes more to grown-up 
tockers like U2 than Echo and the 
Bunnymen, and the larger sound 
they're exhibiting fits well on the 
larger stages they're sharing. “This 
album has been performing well live 
for us,” says Fletcher, “but the songs 
stil form a bridge to the audience. 
As anthemic or epic as they may be, 


Hold Stills, Wiggle Wiggle | All you need to do is shine a light in their eyes. Like deer in the headlights, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


they're also a great way to communi- 
cate with each person.” 

Communication and connection 
with fans has long been of concern 
to The Stills, which can get problem- 
atic when you're a that band doesn't 
settle on a single style. “Our fans, at 
this point, the ones that we still have, 
are fans that are very open-minded to 
the different things we do,” Fletcher 
beams. “They like something about 
us that’s less tangible than a_style; 
they like something that’s more eso- 
teric, something that they just feel 
from the way we write songs and the 
way we approach things.” 

When they listen to Oceans Will 
Rise, fans will still recognize the 
band they know and love, but the al- 
bum seems to be leaving critics at a 


loss. Fletcher understands that these 
constant changes can invite critical 
derision but says that they're not 
consciously trying to be different; it's 
a natural progression for any music 
fan 

“We're a band that is constantly 
looking for new inspiration and con- 
stantly looking to incorporate new 
“We've 
been criticized for a lack of focus, 


inspirations,” he explains 
but I disagree. I think that people 
are not seeing the wider scope that 
we have; we're about. eclecticism. 
We love bands that experiment with 
different styles, and that challenge 
themselves and see what they can do 
with their filter with different kinds 
of music.” 

And the progression of styles has al- 


ways been a part of The Stills’ sound 
From their moody, *80s-sounding 
debut Logic Will Break Your Heart to 
their rootsy-rock follow-up Without 
Feathers, they've never been afraid 
to take risks. Sticking to a particular 
genre isn’t part of their agenda and 
it's allowed them to focus purely on 
the music side of things 

“Dividing music up into genres 
is something that makes it easier 
for HMV or iTunes to sell things,” 
Fletcher says. “And I don't really 
care about the commercial side of 
things. None of us do. We're not here 
for that. Music is a sacred thing that 
expresses many different facets and 
we're here to investigate all of those, 
not to just regurgitate some stupid 
genre we've been cornered into: I 





think the more albums we put out, 
the more music we put out, the more 
people will realize that that’s the kind 
of band we are.” 

So with this album we can begin 
to better understand The Stills, but 
is there any way to knows»what's 
next? Fletcher says that musically 
it's a mixed bag from standard verse- 
chorus-verse to extended psych jams 
and after their Canadian tour they'll 
be back on the road with Kings of 
Leon throughout Australia and New 
Zealand. At a point where many cur- 
rent indie bands might call it a day, 
The Stills are just starting out, and 
according to Fletcher, they have no 
plans of slowing down: 

“It's just the beginning of our trav- 
els into unknown realms.” 











Scavengers | Dub Vulture will pick the Empress’ bones clean on Wednesday. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 








CARRION CREATURES 


Empress Ale House « Jan. 21 
No cover 


This: fearsome foursome is getting set to 
release its debut album after Ted Nugent 
inadvertently sabotaged its release earlier 
this year. The Vultures, you see, were all set 
to put out Voodoo Love Nuke when the Nuge 
released Love Grenade. Not wanting to be 
associated with Nugent and his gun-happy 
shenanigans, these former members of The 
Maykings, Old Reliable, and The Secretaries 
decided to hold on until a suitable reptace- 
ment title could be found — you'll have to 
show up to find out what itis. 





SPOILED SAVIOU 
bing Chrict 


SiiN is 


Starlite Room : Jan. 21 
$25 | Ticketmaster 


If you're caught off guard by a pungent odour 
that smells like decomposing flesh, don't 
worry: it’s probably just the bulk of Edmon- 
ton's unwashed metalheads meandering 
down to catch Sakis, Themis, Andreas, and 
George as they rip it up on Wednesday. This 
Greek quartet has been shredding since 1989 
and is touring in support of Theogonia, their 
10th full-length album. Joining them on their 
tour, titled Lucifer Over America Part 1, will 
be November's Doom and Epicurean. We get 
excited in the pants just thinking about it. 





| DHARMA BUM 


Brixx Bar & Grill - Jan, 20 
$51 At the door 


Scott will be playing not one but two solo 
sets at Brixx as part of the Big Rock Un- 
tapped and Unplugged series. Cook is a hobo 
by trade, though he's found a nice little niche 


| here in Edmonton and hasn't been on the 


road much lately. Instead, he's been learning 
scales in preparation for a spring tour that 
will kick off in mid-February and whisk him 
away to the West Coast and hopefully Tai- 
wan. Hmm ... Cook might be onto something 
here. tf we were hoboes, there's no way we'd 
besticking aroundhereeithe,, = 


edmonton » see magazine - January 15 — January 71, 2009-13 





! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


fi 
| 











L 
¥ RONS JANUARY 12-23, 2009 







ASH! 






e's 


Voile tra gre: 
BALOGIL Vial othr, 


52 5750 Tuition Voucher & a $150 Mon amelim ence 
eG Value) (Cory intents of FO erie wu 


$250 Shopping Spree a at The Stylistics Hair Group, 
$1: ) Edo Japan Gift Certificates, $50 Hudsons G 


ts diilientgncaranD gital Photo Frame 
¥ RT 61a) (Cotmplinicnts OF a iVwics Hair Groiiy: Lido Jap 





"MOD Cookie e! 


eG Card 
REBIHGEMertiniis the U of ABootNan 


e by ier) 















Ee UMTEtiy  dieh 96) 3) oo | 
Ps 





Eye age at Bijan Optical, SUE 1 


bway Gilt Card, $200 Hudsons Gift Cer | 
Vib) tculeueeg ten Ops Zabsray hall as 
5 Eve Wear Package at Bijan Optical, $150 
Asa EO eortiie cate, 
Miscellancou § Gilt Cerificates $45 


25 eve Wear Pa 






Deluxe!Poker Set, ‘ | 


‘HUB Mall Consicaess Campus Shopping 


_ next to the University LRT Station 


pees 3 ! 





14» January 15 - January 21, 7009 - see magazine « edmonton 





Mt MUSIC PREVIEW « STREET FOLK « “BYFAWNDAMTHRUSH ozs 


ane Some 


More Buska Rhymes 








AUDIO/ROCKETRY RETURN TO 
THE STAGE WITH AN ALBUM 
OF BUSKING SONGS AND A 
POCKETFUL OF FOLK-PUNK 





AUDIO/ROCKETRY CD RELEASE 
w/ Doug Hoyer & Lions For Sheep. Starlite Room (10030-102 
St). Fri, Jan 16 (Spm). Tickets: $10 at the door. 





The 
having a little trouble sending us 


boys from Audio/Rocketry are 


| their press photo. It seems that in the 


handful of years they’ve been play- 
ing and touring cross-country, they 
haven't had time for a photoshoot 
So, in the frenzy of Monday morn- 
ing copy deadlines, I’m faced with a 


| call from frontman and songwriter 


surprises me too. 

As it turns out, Vickers is a by-the- 
seat-of-his-pants kinda guy. And it 
works for him. Just before the band’s 
last tour, the unexpected departure 
of their drummer left Audio/Rock- 
etry an acoustic outfit. You might 
think that would spell death for an 
indie band that thrives on a high- 
energy live show, but Vickers took it 
in stride 

“At that point, we decided to stick 
it out as an acoustic band and rely 
on our acoustic element,” he says 
“We were able to play some different 
venues that wouldn't have been pos- 
sible otherwise. We played on a cabin 
porch once up in Peace River which 


Vickers Unlimited | Audio/Rocketry’s frontman gives an impromptu performance at Bay station last Monday afternoon, PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


year,” Vickers says. “We set up this 
busking show that we promoted on 
the internet and told all our friends 
to meet us at University station, and 
from there we just started playing 
guitars, singing songs on the train, 
and slowly picking up more people 
along the way until we picked up 
some of the finest members of ETS 


security ... and the RCMP.” 
“They didn’t want a CD,” chimes 
in Rocketry bass player Matt 


Murphy. 

“Instead of looking for the billy club 
hits, we just took off,” Vickers says 
“We were prepared for it, and it lasted 
a lot longer than we thought it would 
I thought we'd be done in maybe 10 
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| | Joe Vickers, who suggests we. take 


a shot of him busking to tie in with 
the theme of his latest album, Bus 

kin’ Songs With Audio/Rocketry. | 
glance out the window at the blowing 
snow and snicker, as any alt-weekly 
editor might, at the thought of tak- 


| ing a young musician to task for 
| not having their shit together for an 


album release 

Alas, the 21-year-old Vickers is ea- 
ger to offer less painful solutions, and 
instead of standing outside, we head 
into Bay station. The light is low, and 
our photographer asks him to stand 
“very still” — but Vickers immediate- 
ly busts out a bouncing, punkish folk 
tune, stamping his foot and startling 
some of the midday commuters with 


| his enthusiasm. And I have to say, it 


was memorable. It was in the middle 
of nowhere. Then on a boat once in 
Sylvan Lake — yeah, that boat was a- 
rockin,’” he winks, before going on to 
describe his last tour, which consist- 
ed of some burned CDs and a back- 
pack. “We went all the way to Halifax 
playing various punkhouses, squats, 
barrooms, bookstores. .We didn't 
have a vehicle — we bused, trained, 
hitchhiked a portion of it. We'd wake 
up and ask ourselves how we'd get 
to the next town. It forced us to be 
creative. And everything worked out. 
We didn’t miss a show.” 

Keeping with the acoustic theme, 
Audio/Rocketry’s latest project is a 
salute to busking culture, something 
that's always been a point of pride for 
the band. “We played in the LRT last 


or 15 minutes, but it lasted about 
an hour.” P 

As for the album, the forced acous- 
tic direction was more of an inspira 
tion than a hindrance. “We wanted 
to capture that time in the era of the 
band, when we didn’t have a drum- 
mer,” Vickers says. “At the time I was 
doing a lot of busking —and we had 
to cut our repertoire in half because 
we didn't have a drummer. Thos¢ 
were the busking songs. I like to busk 
because it’s an outlet for me to go and 
play. I’m not looking for money ot 
anything. There are obviously dif 
ferent approaches to busking — a lot 
of people do it for that survival. But 
for me, it’s just the chance to play 
and maybe have people listen, which 
is a bonus.” 
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Things That Go 


Bump In The North 


Bundle Up | You have to wonder if Cashen will find our “dry cold” more agreeable than the temperatures in Whitehorse. PHOT! 


KYLE CASHEN USES THE 
PECULIAR CHARMS OF LIFE IN 
WHITEHORSE TO SCORE HIS 
DEBUT ALBUM WITH CRASH 
THE CAR 





CRASH THE CAR 


The Black Dog Freehouse (10425-82 Ave). Sat, Jan 17 (4pm). 
Nocover. 





As far as concepts for concept al- 
bums go, writing a companion piece 
to your own body of fiction is a pret- 
ty damn good one. Take They Built 
Houses Here, the debut album from 
Whitehorse-based _ electro-acoustic 
alliance Crash the Car. 

The album is not exactly a sound- 
track. (I mean, how could it be? 
Short stories don’t have scores, do 
they?) But as Kyle Cashen, the cre- 
ative force and only core member 
of the band explains, the songs on 
Houses Here are based on the prose 
he'd been working on for months 
with his friend Jessica Thiessen. 
The words, and with them, the idea 
for a concept record, emerged as he 
messed around in his little home stu- 
dio. You get a sense of the narrative 
itself within minutes of listening to 
Cashen’s wistful, heavy-hearted lyr- 
‘cs, simple sonic threads, and other- 
Worldly electronic moans. 

“It's kind of dark,” says Cashen of 
the story. “It's about an isolated, ge- 
neric Northern Canadian town, but 


“Benda |newsBopinion | ity life | musi onscreen {arts classifieds |sex| the ack 


ci 


there are supernatural things that go 
on with the environment that keep 
folks there. It's got that kind of mys- 
tique and appeal for folks. Just be- 
cause of the chemistry of things, it 
happens that the sun starts to cause 
an illness in them. It takes them a 
while to figure out that the sun is 
causing the illness, where they even- 
tually lose the use of their lungs. At 
the time that we're looking at for 
most of the record, there are only 
seven people left and they kind of 
have their own little adaptive behav- 
iours that they've used to keep them- 
selves alive. There's the unique twist 
of being in northern Canada, where 
for half the year it's always light and 
for half the year it's always dark.” 

Cashen, who is originally from 
the Maritimes, is nevertheless well 
aware of the peculiar charms of the 
north. He laughs when | ask what 
made him settle in the Yukon, and 
confesses that, like his characters, he 
is simply drawn to the place. It would 
seem, then, that perhaps a little of 
Cashen’s own experience made its 
way into Houses Here. 

“I think that inevitably with any 
writing that's fictional, there's an ele- 
ment of it that’s nonfictional, there's 
the self-portrait piece that’s buried in 
there,” he says. “But I generally write 
fiction, even when I’m writing kind 
of stream-of-consciousness stuff or 
short stories. I don’t find journaling 


OSUPPLIED 





particularly appealing to me. I don't 
like to really write about my own life 
directly; I'm much more comfortable 
writing through the lens of fiction.” 
Okay. So he may not be willing to 


put himself out there when it comes | 


to his lyrics, but the multi-instru- 
mentalist is more than willing to put 


himself onstage. And for this trip 


south (that's right, for once Edmon- 
ton is south of something), he'll be 
leaving his usual gaggle of collabora- 
tors up north, 

“I don't play with anything that's 
pre-recorded,” he explains of his 


solo stints. “I build all my sound- | 
scapes and loops live, with a pedal | 


bass, a guitar, a sampler, a triggered 
mic, and different types of things 
and build these textured renditions, 
reinterpretations of the songs that 
are the same arrangements as on the 
record but have a bit of a different 
feel.” 

Cashen hopes that given the 
chance, these sonic landscapes will 
have their own mystical effect, draw- 
ing the listener in, “If it’s a really nice 
listening room and people kind of 
get it and I get it — ‘cause sometimes 
1 don’t get it — then there's really a 
neat nature behind playing a solo 
show and interacting with a group 
of folks who are interested in what's 
going on.” 

Just, if you become ill, maybe stay 
out of the sun for a few days. 


WHITEHORSE'S ANNUAL FROSTBITE FESTIVAL, SCHEDULED FOR FEB. 13-15, BOASTS A MUSIC LINEUP RANGING - 
FROM KLEZMER TO PUNK AND COUNTRY — PLUS, IT’S THE PERFECT TIME OF YEAR TO SEE THE AURORA BOREALIS 
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Meet with your personal fitness trainer three times a week for 
twelve weeks and enjoy the benefits of a faster metabolism, 
balanced muscle tone, and a healthier, more energetic you! 


Call now to book your complimentary consultation. 


(780) 482-7030 Garneau Studio ii FINJINIG CVG 
(780) 487-0704 Hawkstone Studio 


Lt CVS 


www.definingeve.com 


Model: Defining Eve Client, Bernadette Pshyk 








RED STAR’ 5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
SATURDAY JANUARY 17-2009 
JOHN WATTSON & DJ GATTO 
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TONY DIZON. 


KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM 


PUB 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 
780-426-7827 


SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 
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| Move On, Little Dogies 





| WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


THE SIDETRACK IS DEAD. GET 


| OVERIT. FIND A NEW PLACE TO 


| CELEBRATE THE GREAT DAY 


WHEN DUBYA IS FINALLY GONE 





Who wants some free promotion? 
No use fancying this up; here it is, 
quoted straight from the horse's 
mouth: “The Alberta Music Indus- 
try Association is posting an open 
call for submissions from all Alber- 
ta Artists to submit a professional 
quality recording for a promotional 


ship to the Alberta Music Industry 
Association and 10 download cards.” 
Applicants should be from Alberta, 
obviously, and also not completely 
suck horse balls. Good luck! 

For anyone still wishing the Side- 
track were around, it's really time 
to get the eff over that fetish. One 
ingredient in your ointment should 
be a visit to Haven on Stony Plain 
Road on a Sunday night. The pres- 
ence of the room itself was surpris- 
ing and impressive as Luther Wright 
played with Po’ Girl the other night 
— kind of a warm, ’20s cabaret feel 
where everyone was packed in tight- 
ly, transfixed by the music and get- 
ting silly. 

I talked to the man behind Haven, 
James Leder, about the subter- 
ranean space, which is now about 
eight months old. Along with having 


night, the details being hammered 
out. “Once a month we'll have pun 

once a month metal, once a mont} 
comedians, and the fourth night 
we're still tossing around — anythi: g 
from blues to spoken word.” Chec| 
online at thehavensocialclub.com 
for a complete schedule. Leder 
also in a blues-funk band called thy 
Boogie Patrol, a name which makes 
him chuckle, the point being that 
he knows what musicians are after 





“We're an authentic live venue, that 
what we're really going for. If they 
come to get drunk, it's a bonus,” 

As this is my last chance to s 
something nice in print befor 
George W. Bush leaves office, | 
just like to thank him for being suct 
an honest, compassionate, thought 
ful, sensitive, responsible leader fo 
all our children to look up to for t 
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| music sampler. This sampler will be 


| used to help promote Alberta artists 





| onanational and international basis 


The deadline for submissions is Jan 
30, 2009, at 4:30 p.m. Please send 
all submissions to the Alberta Music 
office, #102, 10722-103rd Ave., Ed- 
monton, AB, T5J 5G7.” 

Specific information on what to 
send — plus the form — is at amia.ca, 
but here's the “why bother” to chew 
on: “This sampler will be used as a 


promotional tool at the 2009 Ca- 


: | nadian Music Week, SxSW West in 


Austin, the Junos in Vancouver, and 
the WCMAs next October 
name a few. Selected participants will 


Just to 


also receive a free one-year member 


Souljah Fyah play every Sunday, his 
vision of a series of regular themed 
music nights is coming together. “We 
were going for a Sidetrack thing,” he 
says, “but the more I get into this, 
the more I realize that’s something 
I've totally got to leave behind me. 
We're doing things ...” 
“.. differently than 


— he pauses 
out of respect — 
the Sidetrack.” 
Saxman Kent Sangster’s Quartet 
and Mike Plume play every Mon- 
day night — it's called the Jazz Hang 
“My hope is for it to become a good 
open jam for professional players,” 
Leder says. Tuesdays are closed, but 
Wednesdays are open stage. Thurs- 
days are becoming a rotating-genre 


last eight years. Under his tutelag 
popular culture has evolved into a 
fine and considered creature, an at 
mosphere where, for example, Coo 
County Saloon now advertises int: 
rior amenities such as “boobs” on 
its Calgary Trail marquee for little 
girls to soak up as they drive by. De 
monstrably classy till the end, the 
leader of the free world has showr 
us forever that opinion polls — never 
mind facts themselves — should be 
ignored as long as your gut tells you 
that “freedom” is paramount among 
concerns, as long as it's exclusively 
yours, and you enforce its exact op 
posite on everyone but yourself. 
Goodbye, fucker. 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Somebody Give Matt McKeen A Bone | Earnon McGrath and his Wild Dogs ri i i 
Saac HAnT ialace Dogs ripped apart the Likwid Lounge as they opened for 40 Thieves’ CD release last 
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Psychedelic Pop 


(Domino) 
kk KK 


ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 


Merriweather Post Pavilion 


If someone had told me eight years ago that 
Animal Collective would make an album packed 
with short, focused, accessible songs, | wouldn't 


have believed it. But the band has changed a lot since Spirit They've Gone, 
Spirit They've Vanished. Having started as a woozy, experimental group, these 
guys have slowly started to make — dare | say it? — hits. 

Merriweather Post Pavilion starts with the Animals of yore: noisy electronics 
and reverb-drenched guitars covered in ethereal vocals. But when the percus- 
sion picks up, it turns into an organic-dance banger. The vocal hooks are as 
powerful and catchy as anything in the indie-pop sphere. "My Girls” follows 
with unfocused electronics giving way to bouncing percussion and catchy 
vocals that make it impossible not to bob your head. 
This album perfectly balances a pop approach with weird, layered instru- 
mentals; sometimes it sounds like Brian Wilson, sometimes like avant-garde 
electronica, and sometimes both at the same time. There are still laid-back 
meanders like “Daily Routine” and “No More Runnin,” but these tracks are 
quite straightforward compared to Animal Collective's earlier output. It's a rare 
band that can make an album this esoteric sound like a pop crossover, but one 
listen to “Summertime Clothes” leaves no doubt that Animal Collective can do 


all that and more. 





MIKE DEANE 
Folk Noir | FolkRedux | Avant Pop 
(SOBEL CAMPBELL & COLLIE RYAN ANTONY & THE 
MARK LANEGAN The Hour Is Now | JOHNSONS 
Sunday at Devil Dirt (Sebastian Speaks) | The Crying Light 
(V0) eke ete ee tok ks | 





No one who's ever heard 
“Some Velvet Morning” 
can ever forget it—notjust | 
the veiled sexual threat to 

open up your gate” or the 
cryptic references to some 
woman named Phaedra, 
but the bourbon-and-honey | 
interplay between Lee 
Hazlewood's low growl and | 
Nancy Sinatra's ethereal 
whisper, Many have tried to 
duplicate that chemistry, 
but few have come as close 
to succeeding as Isobel 
Campbell (ex of Belle & Se- 
bastian) and Mark Lanegan 
(ex of Screaming Trees). 
Sunday at Devil Dirt 
features Lanegan more 
prominently than Campbell 
(even though she wrote 
Most of the songs), but he 
More than commands the 
spotlight, especially on “The 
| Raven,” an erotic rewrite of 
the Poe poem. And while 
the pastiches of Delta blues 
| are occasionally mannered, 

| they're balanced out by 
folk-pop songs like “Trouble” 
(which sounds like Cat 
Stevens without being the 
Cat Stevens song “Trouble”) 





and “Fight Fire With Fire,” 
one of five unusually strong 
bonus tracks. 

_ PAUL MATWYCHUK 











chedelica and you'll end up 
in Texas, where the whole 


| scene began. It's only fitting 
| that after releasing three 


incredibly rare psychedelic 
folk LPs in 1973 through her 
hippie commune in Lompoc, 
Ca., Collie Ryan ended up 
painting hubcaps on the 
side of Texan roads. The 
Hour Is Now compiles the 
best parts of her record- 
ings. Ryan's warbling voice 
is sweet, and songs like 
“Watching the Grain Grow- 
ing” take the listener from 
the grainy prairies to mythi- 
cal landscapes, 33 years 
before Joanna Newsom 
canonized the idea. The 
minimal reverb and stark 
finger-picked guitar make 
the album a journey through 
the annals of vintage 
ethereal folk, with Linda 
Perhacs and Sibelle Baier 
the only worthy points of 
comparison. With original 
copies being released in 
tiny 500-count quantities, 
this thick vinyl reissue and 
gorgeous cover art (a Collie 
Ryan original) is the best 

way to complement your 
trip. File under: Hippie-folk 
Goddess. 
AARON LEVIN 


| (Secretly Canadian) a ae He He sz 


Kook-pop fans awaited Ant- 
ony & The Johnsons’ follow- 


i} 
| 


up to 2005's Mercury Prize- | 


winner / Ama Bird Now with 
| bated breath. And despite 
Antony Hegarty's cavalcade 
of guest appearances last 
year (with Hercules & Love 
| Affair, Lou Reed, Leonard 
Cohen, Marianne Faithfull), 
| it's this gem of an album 
that will finally appease 
them. On the cover, a writh- 
ing image of butoh dancer 
Kazu Ohno offers a glimpse 
into Hegarty's purpose. Like 
butoh, the tracks on The 
Crying Light can be slow and 
even grotesque: imagine 
a world where “Epilepsy Is 
Dancing.” Hegarty stretches 
his distinctive voice ina 
way that sounds as though 
the words are beaming 
into the mic from another 
world, maybe one where 
devotional Sufi chants get a 
lot of radioplay — he wrings 
out the lyrics of "Dust and 
Water" over tinkling piano 
and Benedictine drones 
as if reciting a prayer. But 
the most fun comes from 
“Aeon,” with full-on gospel 
wail and distorted, minimal 
guitar — that baby boy will 
take care of you. 
FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
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CHAPS MINT RECORDS ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK THAT VANCOUVER ALT-COUNTRY HEROES THE BUTTLESS CHAPS 
es ARE BREAKING UP. NO HARD FEELINGS, THOUGH, SAYS THE BAND. THEY'RE JUST LOOKING TO PURSUE DIFFERENT PROJECTS 















MUSIC 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 







DR.JAMES BATTLE 
NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR A 

15 WEEKS EMPLOYMENT 

PROGRAM FOR YOUTH AGED 15-30 YEARS 
FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
CALL 780.488.1362 FOR INFORMATION 
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Beck 
ODELAY: DELUXE EDITION 


10TH ANNIVERSARY BOX SET 
(180g 4LP BOX SET WITH 24 PAGE BOOK) 
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9013-88 AVENUE » 465-4834 


KARAOKE 


8 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY + HOSTED BY NICOLE 


















OPEN STAGE _ | 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY * HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. — 








MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30AM. *- 
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‘the Brinkand guests. Doors at $p.m. 
RATT POISON JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE, 9221 
JeTHAVE. 





| THURSDAY SMOKIN’ 45S NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. With the 
| | STEPHANIE BOSCH HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY 
. TLOVE 80S NEWCITY, TOOBIJASPER AVE. Dexter Nebula | PLAIN RD. With Jay Witlzen: and Michael Amirault. Doors 
Anarchy at8 
Sever C ) - —: . WICKED AWESOMES BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 
* | : 10030 102ND ST. With guests. Doors at 
five | DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE/VORY opm. 
| CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. Dueling HOT PICK ss 
plano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri POF CK SATURDAY 
sy The Pervs 
‘ SIMON FISK LB'S PUB, #110, 23 
THE JOHNSTONES URBAN AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT, AB Doors 
| LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. With onan 
] guests. STEVIE RAY AND WHOLE LOT OF 
_ SHEEPDOGS PAWN SHOP, ZND FLOOR, TROUBLE EDDIE SHORTSIOZI3 26TH ST. 
1055] 82ND AVE. With Thea versus Loki and 
| the Switchmen. Doors at 8 p.m. 4t14 
} ‘ | OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE, 10030 102ND ST. Degree & All 
FRIDAY | outs 


STEVIE RAY AND WHOLE LOT OF TROUBLE EDDIE 
SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST. 





COME IN OUR KITCHEN X FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL 
WAY, SHERWOOD PARK, AB Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

LES YEUX NOIRS THE ARDEN THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST, 
ST. ALBERT, AB Doors at 7:30pm. 

SAINT CRISPIN'S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE AMBER'S 
BREWING COMPANY, 9926 78TH AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
WHO'S THE BOSSA JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640 
142ND ST. 


9 


ANDREW PAHL THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 
FEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
AUDIO ROCKETRY CD RELEASE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 
102NO ST. With Lions For Sheep and Doug Hoyer. Doors at 

| Spm. 
MOVING STARES FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 484 
RIVERBEND SQUARE Doors at 6 p.m. 
THE ODDS URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. With Acid 
Wish. 
PERVS PAWN SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10551 82ND AVE. With Gn 


| ASSAILENT CRU STRATHEARN PUB, 9514 67TH ST. Hip Hop 
show with Corvid Lorax, The Bassheads, Paiste & Guests. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 


| DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


OMEGA THEORY PAWN SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10551 A2ND AVE. 
With Acronycal and Sunset Trip. Doors at 9 p.m. 

| PLHLULKS STARLITE ROOM, 10030 TO2ND ST. With As It 

| Stands and Six Strings Loaded. Doors at 9 p.m. 

RATT POISON JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE, 9221 
S4THAVE. 

RIPPERZ BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 T02ND ST. With Vox 
Humana and Random Falter. Doors at 9 p.m. 


CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH 
AVE, Hosted by Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. 


FIRST AID KIT BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 


MONDAY 


VIL 


METAL MONDAYS LIKWID LOUNGE, 10061 JASPER AVE 


KIM SIMON DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013 ‘BBTH AVE. 
TUESDAY 


BREEZY BRIAN GREGG LB’S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. 
ALBERT, AB Doors at 9 p.m. 


| SCOTT COOK BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. Doors 


at9p.m. 
WEDNESDAY 


ROTTING CHRIST STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. With 
Novembers Doom and Epicurean. Doors at 6 p.m. 


MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH, 10025 101ST ST. From 12:10-12:50 pm. Free admis- 
sion, bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee available. Info: 


| 468-4964. 


DUB VULTURE EMPRESS ALE HOUSE, 9912 82ND AVE. CD 
Telease party. 


| DUFF ROBINSON DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH AVE. 


LUC RIOPEL URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 
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CAPILANO MALL, JAN 15 - JAN 16 

JIMMY WHIFFEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB WEM, WEST 
EDMONTON MALL, JAN 13 -JAN 17 

ROBIN KELLY CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD., JAN 
16-JANI7 

TONY DIZON ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235 101ST ST.JAN 
B-JAN16 

TONY DIZON SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB WEM, WEST EDMON, 
TON MALL, JAN 20 - JAN 24 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 
LBS PUB LB’S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT, AB 
Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, Fred, Gordie and Matt. 9 


p.m-12:30 a.m. 
FR 


DAY 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL COAST TO COAST PUB 
AND GRILL, 552 CALGARY TR. Hosted by Leona Burkey. Doors 
at9p.m. 


SATURDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE 
Afternoon Jam, 4-8:30 p.m. Info: www.bluesonwhyte.ca. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE THE CARROT COMMUNITY 

ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE. Music and 
poetry open mic. 7-10 p.m. 





ONGOING COAST TO COAST COAST TO.COAST 
oes HOT PICK PUB AND GRILL, 552 CALGARY TR 
POP & ROCK Hosted by Troy P. Wright. 9 p.m.-2 
ALLAN-LEE ROPCHAN & THE am. 
BLUES BUSTERS WHISTLESTOP MOLSONS SATURDAY OPEN 
LOUNGE 12416 132ND AVE, JAN STAGE LB'S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS 
16-JANI7 OR. ST. ALBERT, AB Hosted by Gord 
MICHAEL CHARLES BLUES ON Macdonald. Molson Prizes and Bee 
WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE, JAN specials. Sponsored by Molsons. Doors 
19-JAN24 at 4:30 p.m. 


MOCKING SHADOWS BLUES ON WHYTE, 
10329 WHYTE AVE., JAN 15- JAN 7 


COLLEEN RAE AND CORNERSTONE YELLOWHEAD 
CASINO, 12464 I53RD ST. JAN 16 - JAN I7 

DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB DOWNTOWN, 
10012 101A AVE, JAN 13-JAN 17 


. DERINA HARVEY ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235 I0ISTST., 


JAN20- JAN 23 

DWAYNE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB DOWNTOWN, 
10012 JOTA AVE, JAN 20 - JAN 24 

DWAYNE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB CAPILANO, 





in MacEwan's 
School of 
Communications 
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Information Session 
January 27 - 6:30 p.m. 

| Room 436 

| 10045 - 156 Street 

No pre-registration required 


| 780-497-5602 





221-34 Ave 


9 
780.466.6552 


yer 
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www.MacEwan.ca/soc 











MORANGO'S TEK CAFE MORANGO'S CAFE, 
10118 79TH ST. Hosted by Dr. Oxide, 7-10 p.m. 


¢ | INNAY 

JSUNDAT 

DUSTER’S PUB DUSTER’S PUB, 6402 118TH AVE. Hosted by 
The Mary Thomas Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST. Hosted by 
Rob Taylor, instruments and gear provided. 9 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. 
Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 

THELOOP LOUNGE OPEN MIC LOOP LOUNGE 367 ST. 


ALBERT RD. ST, ALBERT, AB Hosted by JJ Lennny B and The 
| Cats. From3-10 p.m. 


NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL ACOUSTIC OPEN STAGE 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. Hosted by 


| Willy James & Crawdad. Doors at 3 p.m. 


O'BYRNES IRISH PUB O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB, 10616 WHYTE 
AVE. Hosted by Joe Bird. 9 p.m. 

SONG WRITERS STAGE HULBERT'S, 7601 115TH ST. Hosted 
by Rhea March. Info: www.Hulberts.ca. 


MONDAY 


THE IVORY CLUB THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 


| Hosted by Marty Vinko. 8 p.m. 
| OPEN STAGE WITH JAKE IAN WUNDERBAR HOFBRAU: 





HAUS, 8120 IOIST ST. Every Mon at 9:30 p.m. With drums, 
bass, guitars and whatever else you would like to bring. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, 
10860 57TH AVE. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 780-474-5270. 

ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 101T1 117TH ST. Hosted by Mike 
McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor. 9p.m.-12a.m. 


TUESDAY 


AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY OPEN STAGELB'S 
PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT, AB Hosted by Mark 
Ammar and Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie. Moosehead Prizes 
and Beer Specials. Sponsored by Moosehead Beer. 

THE DRUID THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE. Hosted by Chris 
Wynters. 9 p.m. 

REMEDY CAFE OPEN MIC REMEDY CAFE, 8631 109TH ST. 
Hosted by James and Tony. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: ace3876 
hotmail.com. 

SIDELINER’S PUB SIDELINER'S PUB, 11018 I27THSST. All Sta! 
Jam. Hosted by Alicia Tait and Rickey Sidecar. 8 p.m. 
SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE, 8170 
SOTHST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


BLUEGRASS JAM PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, 
10860 57TH AVE. Hosted by the Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society. 7:30 p.m. 

EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST. Open jam, 
all gear provided. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY 
PLAINRD. Hosted by Ido Vanderlaan. 7:30 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. Hosted 
by Rock'n Roll Kenny. 7:30 p.m. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE Hosted by Brian Gregg. 
Info: www.littleflower,.ca/780-429-3624, 
‘STEPS TEA LOUNGE STEEPS TEA LOUNGE, 11116 WHYTE 
AVE. Acoustic open mic. info: jLjalbert@gmail.com. 


eT 





DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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WOVIE REVIEW - OSCAR BAIT! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK |772 words 


Leonardo DiCaprio, Terrible Husband 


THE HEARTTHROB CAUSES 
WIFE KATE WINSLET 
NOTHING BUT PAIN AND 
DISAPPOINTMENT IN 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 





REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 

Directed by Sam Mendes. Starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate 
Winslet, Kathy Bates, Michael Shannon. Opens Fri, Jan 16. 
Oe 6.8 Or8 








Critics have never taken Sam Men- 
des entirely seriously as a movie 
director. Why? The man is consis- 
tently drawn to interesting, unusual 
material (the graphic novel Road 
to Perdition, Anthony Swofford’s 
military memoir Jarhead), he casts 
interesting, prestigious actors, and 
works with only the finest cinema- 
tographers (Conrad Hall in his first 
‘two films, Roger Deakins in his sec- 
ond two) — and yet here is, having 
delivered his fourth film, Revolution- 
ary Road, and still he’s not entirely 
regarded as a “real” director. 

Maybe critics simply will never for- 
give him for winning the Oscar for 
his debut feature, American Beauty, 
which many have come to regard as 
a glib, shallow satire of suburban en- 
nui, Or maybe there's still something 
just a little too studied, too controlled 
about Mendes’ directorial style — he 
directs his films with intelligence but 
without a natural cinematic flair. You 
can sense him thinking over every 
shot, and you always know exactly 
what effect he’s hoping to achieve 
with them, He doesn’t seem like 
the kind of director who surprises 


imself on the set — or, worse, who 
Wants to surprise himself. A really 
*xciting director needs to let a little 
fraziness leak into the frame now 
end then, and Mendes is perhaps too 
Sane for his own good. 

But that tension between Mendes’ 


REVOLUTIONARY ROAD MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
A BETTER MOVIE IF IT HAD 


American Beauties | Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet can't stand the suburbs and plan to get out of the kitchen in Revolutionary Road. PHOTO COURTESY OF DREAMWORKS 


caution and his artistic ambitions 
makes him an unexpectedly good 
choice to direct the film version of 
Revolutionary Road, Richard Yates’ 


masterful 1961 novel about Frank ' 


and April Wheeler, a young husband 
and wife who chafe at the conformi- 
ty of life in the Connecticut suburbs 
but who are ultimately too weak- 
willed to break free of it. Leonardo 
DiCaprio is an interesting choice to 
play Frank, who commutes every 
day to a copywriting job he hates, 
and who considers himself cut out 
for a more interesting, stimulating 
life. Maybe in Paris, where he spent 
some time in his youth. But when 
April (Kate Winslet) suggests that 
they take their savings and actually 
make that idea a reality — to actu- 
ally move to Paris, where she will 
work as a secretary while he “finds 
himself” — Frank, perhaps secretly 
aware that he’s not the brilliant mind 


he holds himself out to be, gets cold 
feet and seizes on April's unplanned 
pregnancy as an excuse for them to 
stay put. 

On 


Road is an impeccably made film 


most levels, Revolutionary 
The production design by Kristi Zea 
(a great talent who also designed 
GoodFellas and Silence of the Lambs) 
finds a way to make the Wheelers’ 
home seem cozy yet prisonlike; Rog. 
er Deakins’ photography hits just the 
right note of autumnal melancholy, 
even when the Wheelers spend a 
day at the beach; and the support- 
ing performances by Kathy Bates (as 
a cheerfully “Yoo-hoo!”ing realtor) 
and Michael Shannon (as her emo- 
tionally disturbed son) are comical 
without becoming caricatures. And 
the big, ugly arguments that erupt 
between Frank and April are terrify- 
ingly convincing — full of the kind 
of wounding accusations that only 


people who've lived with each other 
and know each other's true natures 
can invent. And there's a terrific last 
shot, albeit one lifted straight out of 
the novel. 

It's puzzling, then, that Revolution- 
ary Road can come so close to being 
an authentically great movie, ‘only 
to fail somehow to deliver that final 
knockout punch to the emotions. 
Could it be that all that craftsman- 
ship holds you at too much of a re- 
move for most of the running time? 
A lot of the film does seem to be tak- 
ing place under glass — we're looking 
at DiCaprio as he disembarks from 
his train, one anonymous, gray-suit- 
ed figure among hundreds, instead 
of seeing this world through his eyes, 
knowing what it feels like to be swal- 
lowed up by the crowd. (Yates’ book 
was written from Frank's point of 
view while the movie feels like it’s 
told in third person — a crucial dif- 


ference.) The final sequence involy- 
ing Winslet’s character is also unsat- 
isfying — perhaps Mendes is airing 
for artful discretion, but it comes off 
more as cold and dispassionate. 

| admire Mendes and screenwriter 
Justin Haythe for not using any voi- 
ceover narration, but by failing to 
find another way to take us inside 
these characters, they gloss over the 
central point of Revolutionary Road 
to make us recognize that Frank and 
April's failings, their fears and com- 
promises, are our failings too, and 
that our own lack of nerve does as 
much to trap us in our routines as 
society does. 

1 suppose I’m saying that Revo- 
lutionary Road would have been 
a better movie if it had bummed 
me out even more. But Cheever- 
esque suburban dramas are like film 
noir: the bleaker the ending, the 
better. 





Sodies In Blue | Sarah Brightman plays “Blind Mag.” an opera singer employed by a sinister biotech company, in Repo! The 


“tic Opera, PHOTO COURTESY OF LIONSGATE 


Sia | newsBopinion | city life | music | on screen {arts | classifieds | sex | the back 





DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 








UTS! 
CAST | Anthony Stewart Head, Sarah 
Brightman, Alexa Vega, Paris Hilton 


The Dictator recently heard an NPR interview 
with Saw II/II/IV writer/director Darren Lynn 
Bousman about his quest to bring this Goth- 
rock opera about organ transplants to the 
screen — a project that wound up placing his 
career as well as his bank balance in jeopar- 
dy. The critical and box-office reception was, 
well, underwhelming, but with song titles like 
“Happiness Is Not a Warm Scalpel” and “We 
Started This Op'ra Shit!” it could still develop 
a cult. Featuring former Edmontonian Briana 
Buckmaster as “Sherrie Alviso”! 





| CAMPAIGNS! 


(runners 


DIRECTOR | Caroline Suh 


It would be all too easy to describe this en- 
tertaining film about a student election at 
an exclusive Manhattan high school as the 
documentary version of Alexander Payne's 
Election — but sometimes, the all-too-easy 
description is the most accurate one. The 
chief antagonists in director Caroline Suh’s 
film are Hannah Freiman, a popular cheer- 
leader with a burgeoning movie career (she 
was in Todd Solondz’ Palindromes); and 
George Zisladis, a politics nerd who's already 
internalized the image- and spin-driven na- 
ture of American political life. 





. marricicaall 


Chris Rock's latest standup special for HBO 
(filmed during the 2008 presidential election 
Campaign) tweaks the format a little: it cuts, 
Traffic-style between gigs he performed in 
London, New York, and Johannesburg. Disap- 
logical insight — the audiences laugh equally 
hard at the same material the entire world 
over, especially his jabs at George W. Bush — 
but Rock's rhythms are so well-honed that 
Kill the Messenger reads as a single, coherent 
toa esa rate ie 
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MOVIE REVIEW - OSCAR BAIT! - BY JAMES HAMILTON | 558 words 


Oh, Mickey, You're So Fine 








HE’S GONNA BREAK YOUR HEART 


ZANE SMITH 
ss) | ol 


STARTS FRIDAY IN 3D! ioriiésiciroa\comevew saan 


See 
|[ SOUTH COMMON | 





Check theatre directory or go to wew.tribute.carfor showtimes 


STARTS FRIDAY IN 20)! [antaxy ===] 
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Tough Fucking Guy | Mickey Rourke performs his signature “Ram Jam” move in Darren Aronofsky's The Wrestler. PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX SEARCHLIGHT 


ROURKE'S ASTONISHING WORK 
IN THE WRESTLER REDUCED 
THIS WRESTLEMANIA-LOVIN’ 


| MOVIE FAN TO TEARS 





THE WRESTLER 

Directed by Darren Aronofsky. Starring Mickey Rourke, Marisa 
Tomei, Evan Rachel Wood. Opens Fri, Jan 16. 

Ok 





| In the late '80s, pro-wrestling went 


through a bit of a renaissance. Burst- 
ing out of the smoky Union halls of 
the ’70s and into sold-out arenas, 
wrestling matches were extravagan- 
zas filled with screaming fans, pyro- 
technics, and heavy metal anthems 


It was the time of Hulkamania and 


| Macho Madness, a time when it was 


possible for any kid’s dreams to come 








true — all they had to do was study, 
say their prayers, and take their vi- 
tamins. And at the top of wrestling’s 
golden age marquee was Randy “The 
Ram” Robinson, the focus of Darren 
Aronofsky’s heartbreaking character 
study The Wrestler 

The Ram (Mickey Rourke) lived 
the dream. But that was then ... 
things have changed for him in the 
last 20 years. While he still marches 
into the ring to the strains of Quiet 
Riot, instead of entertaining thou- 
sands, now he’s lucky if dozens show 
up. He might be wrestling royalty 
to hardcore fans and the small-time 
up-and-comers, but there's no deny- 
ing the Ram is at rock bottom. Fond 
memories of long-ago matches don't 
pay the rent — as the film opens, he 
finds himself locked out of his trailer, 
forced to sleep in his van, scrounging 
for weekday shifts stocking shelves 
to get enough cash for painkillers 
and hormones (the Russian stuff, 
not the cheap Chinese crap) to see 
him through to the next match. A 
tough life, but not for a second does 
The Ram consider giving it up. A 
comeback is always in the back of his 
mind ... that is, until a brutal “kitch- 
en sink” match changes everything, 
leaving The Ram scrambling to pick 
up the pieces left behind from a life 
under the lights 

Aronofsky’s quiet, gentle approach 
is a huge break from his previous 
mile-a-minute offerings (Pi, Requi- 
em for a Dream). His attraction to 
the downbeat side of life is still very 
much in evidence, but this time on 


a much smaller, more intimate scal, 
— this time out, he trades in his cys 
tomary “thinky” style for “profound 
ly thoughtful.” Little of The Wrestle, 
actually takes place in the ring, with 
the real magic happéning in Aronof. 
sky’s seamless slice-of-life depiction 
of The Ram’s drab world. 

There's been a lot of talk aboy 
Rourke’s performance — he won the 
Golden Globe last weekend over the 
arguable favourite, Milk’s Sean Pen; 
— and it's all true. This is simply on; 
of the most affecting, contempla 
tive performances | have ever seen 
It probably helps that Rourke seems 
to have a lot in common with Tle 
Ram. There are moments wher 
you can see the man's heart break 
within a single tear-filled blink, and 
it becomes impossible to distinguis} 
Rourke from the role. 

Marisa Tomei also shines as Pan 
an exotic dancer past her prime anj 




















ready to move on. She sees a kindred 
spirit in Randy, but she’s understand. 
ably hesitant to get too close — if it 
weren't for her weakness for mer 
who suffer for a living. At one point 
she extols the virtues of Mel Gibson} 
The Passion of the Christ to Randy 
by saying, “They beat the living fuck 
out of him for two whole hours an¢ 
he just takes it.” To which the Ram 
adds, “Tough fucking guy.” 

The Wrestler is astunningly crafted 
masterpiece — an ode to dreams, the 
working class, and a life somewhere 
in between. It had me, a Wrestlema 
nia-lovin’ Macho man, crying by the 
final credits. 





MOVIE REVIEW - 


Hoffman Luvs Thompson 


DUSTIN HOFFMAN FINDS LOVE 
(AND DOES A LOT OF WALKING) 
WITH EMMA THOMPSON IN 
LAST CHANCE HARVEY 





LAST CHANCE HARVEY 
Directed by Joel Hopkins. Starring Dustin Hoffman, Emma 


| Thompson, Eileen Atkins, Liane Balaban. Opens Fri, Jan 16. 


kay 





There is no doubt that writer/direc- 
tor Joel Hopkins wants Last Chance 
Harvey to be an uplifting, feel-good 


| movie that will make even the most 





jaded people believe in love and hap- 
piness. Unfortunately, his characters 
are so boring that the film actually 
winds up being depressing 

Hopkins’ story centres around the 


| budding relationship of two lone- 
| ly fiftysomethings, Harvey Shine 


(Dustin Hoffman) and Kate Walker 
(Emma Thompson). Harvey is a 
jingle writer who is in London for 
his daughter's wedding; meanwhile, 
all we really know about Kate is that 
she is single and has a mother (Ei- 


« BY WARREN HAAS | 404 words 


leen Atkins) who won't stop calling 
her. The two have a — wait for it — 
chance meeting at Heathrow Airport 
after Harvey misses his flight back to 
New York and is subsequently fired 
over the phone. Their mutual misery 
causes them to strike up a conversa- 
tion over lunch that ends up lasting 
throughout a train ride and a stroll 
through the London streets. 

You could almost say Last Chance 
Harvey is Before Sunrise for the 
midlife-crisis crowd — that is, if most 
of Harvey and Kate's conversation 
weren't drowned out by the music of 
a montage sequence. 

A movie like this, where not much 
happens besides people talking, relies 
on viewers being invested in its char- 
acters to make it work, but it never 
feels as though anyone's dialogue is 
meaningful. Neither is it ever ex- 
plained why Harvey is divorced or 
why his daughter Susan (Liane Bala- 
ban) feels so distant from him. Kate, 
for her part, just constantly looks 
frazzled. The film’s most amusing 
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character, Kate’s paranoid mothel 
Maggie, is mostly shown holding # 
phone and looking dismayed. 

Dustin Hoffman appears to ly 
the latest victim of Al Pacino syn 
drome, where every role he plays it 
his late career seems an awful lot likt 
Dustin Hoffman, full of half-smirls 
and barely audible mumbles. On ti 
other hand, Thompson is so like’ 
able to such a degree that it’s hat 
to understand why Kate is single - 
until she says something that’s sup 
posed to be engaging but is entire) 
forgettable. 

As the film approaches its fin#| 
conflict and Harvey and Kate's ut 
happiness shifts towards happine 
its obvious we're supposed to 
moved by their story. However, wh! 
inspiration is there in watching t 
dull souls come together? None, | 
afraid. Indeed, seeing Hopkins’ cha 
acters (if they can be called that) 
contentment only makes any n0 
mal, interesting person wonder w1! 
they-can’t do the same. 


BUT THINK WHAT HE COULD DO WITH 
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eta by Wong Kar-Wai. Starring Leslie Cheung, Brigitte 
Lin, Tony Leung Chiu Wai, Maggie Cheung. Metro Cinema 
(Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). Jan 16-20. 

tek 





“Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could 
go back into time?” asks Maggie 
Cheung in the closing minutes of 
Wong Kar-Wai's Ashes of Time 
Redux, a re-edited, re-tinkered-with 
yersion of his dreamlike 1994 mar- 
tial arts epic Ashes of Time. None of 
the characters in the film can go back 
— into the past, but they spend many 
JP long hours brooding over it — over 
Jovers they abandoned, brothers who 
died at the hands of bandits, memo- 
JP ries of romantic disappointment, to 
} the point where some of them are 
even willing to drink a cup of “magi- 
cal wine” that it's said allows you to 
forget your past entirely. 

All this is valuable time that they 
could probably more fruitfully spend 
honing their swordsmanship, but 
then we would be deprived of the 
sight of just about every iconic Hong 
Kong movie star of the period — Les- 
lie Cheung, Brigitte Lin, both Tony 
Leungs — sighing in raptures of long- 
Bre, their faces photographed at the 

height of their glamour by Wong’s 
longtime cinematographer Chris- 

| topher Doyle, whose eye lingers on 
clouds of desert sand, ripples distort- 
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Everybody Wong/Cheung Tonight 


ing the mirrorlike surfaces of various 
ponds, the dusk sky as seen through 
an opening in a tent, and once in a 
while a gout of blood spewing from 
a swordsman’s gut. Doyle does for 
Wong in this film what Ennio Morri- 
cone did for Sergio Leone in his clas- 
sic spaghetti westerns: add a sensory 
element that lifts the story elements 
into the realm of myth. 

It's a good thing that Ashes of Time 
Redux doesn't rely solely on its sto- 
rytelling too — 1 would be lying if | 
said I followed even half of what hap- 
pens in this movie. It's about a man, 
Ouyang Feng (Leslie Cheung), who 
lives alone in the desert, occasionally 
taking work as a swordsman-for-hire 
and occasionally farming out the 
jobs to others. Over the course of 
the year, he’s visited by various cli- 
ents, including a blind swordsman, 
an old friend, a penniless girl looking 
for vengeance, and, most memora- 
bly, Murong Yin and Murong Yang, 
a brother and sister who separately 
hire Ouyang to do jobs at cross- 
purposes from one another and who 
turn out to be the same person. All 
of their stories turn out to be inter- 
connected, but please don’t ask me to 
draw you a diagram. 

But as in most Wong Kar-Wai mov- 
ies, plot is secondary to mood and 
visuals, and Ashes of Time Redux 
offers one unforgettable, dream- 
like image after another, (You won't 
believe how much mileage Wong 
and Doyle get out of the light shin- 


ing through the birdcage hanging in 
the centre of Ouyang’s shack.) This 








is a movie that seems to have been | g 

created in one long, unending fit of | © 
x |= 

rapture. There are swordfights, and | 


they’re choreographed by Sammo 
Hung, but they're filmed so ellipti- 
cally that anyone looking for another 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
will be sorely disappointed (although 
Ashes of Time’s mixture of fighting 
and romantic longing was undoubt- 


edly a huge influence). The real “ac- | 


tion” here is the visual splendour of 
the shots of Carina Lau sitting on a 
horse, or a candlestick falling, fall- 
ing, falling, down to the floor. 

Would it be wonderful to go back 
into time? With Ashes of Time 
Redux, Wong Kar-Wai has, and he’s 
returned with something close to a 
masterpiece 
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he Notorious B.I.0.P.1.C. 


BIGGIE SMALLS ENJOYS LIFE 
) AFTER LIFE AFTER DEATHIN 
)) THIS SOFTBALL VERSION OF 
HIS RISE TO FAME 





NOTORIOUS 
Jp rected by George Tillman Jr. Starring Jamal Woolard, Derek 
ke, Angela Bassett, Naturi Naughton, Antonique Smith. 
Bpens Fri, Jan 16, 
Rk ky 





fp -'oklyn’s Christopher Wallace, aka 
& Notorious B.I.G., is the scariest 
apper I have ever heard. He rhymes 

*0 aggressively, often nearing a full- 
blown yell, and his subject matter 

fp) © equally frightening — less playful 
fp) °°°s to murder, drugs, and misogyny 
f° hard to find. On the other hand, 
allace was a technical virtuoso who, 

ng with producer and mentor 

ff Daddy, made some of the most 
relentless and innovative hits of the 


acto leaders, Tupac Shakur and Wal- 


lace himself, were killed six months 
apart in drive-by shootings 

The Wallace of George Tillman 
Jr.'s biopic Notorious, however, 
doesn't particularly live up to this icy 
cool gangster persona. He's a cheer- 
ful, chubby kid trying to rise above 
the crack hustle that dominates his 
neighbourhood and maybe make a 
few pretty girls smile along the way. 
This decision doesn’t particularly af- 
fect the film's likable underdog tra- 
jectory, but it does damage its cred- 
ibility as a historical document: fine, 
maybe Biggie never tried to have Tu- 
pac shot, but he certainly wasn’t an 
innocent bystander. 

Tillman’s case certainly isn't helped 
by the regal, misty-eyed send-off 
plunked into the last 15 minutes. The 
crowds of bawling onlookers, hifalu- 
tin’ strings in the soundtrack, sappy 
postscript about dreaming big, para- 
noid nods as to who pulled the trig- 
ger — who is this guy, JFK? 

That said, as a celebration of the 
adrenaline coursing through not just 
Biggie’s music but the entire hip-hop 
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scene, Notorious works. A key reason 
for that is the success of Jamal Wool- 
ard, a first-time actor, as Wallace; his 
affability is largely what makes Big- 
gie seem like such a softie, and if it’s a 
distortion of reality, at least it makes 
for a compelling performance. Wool- 
ard has a constant sparkle of ambi 

tion in his eyes, be it when he makes 


his first drug deal, goofily seduces Lil | 


LOF MIRRORS SESUERCE! WONG KAR-WAI'S NEXT PROJECT IS A FILM TITLED THE LADY FROM 
“SHANGHAI: INO ‘WORD ONV WHETHER IT'S RELATED TO THE ORSON WELLES NOIR OF THE SAME NAME, 





Kim and his future wife Faith Evans, | 


or wins over a bored college audience | 


with a effortlessly slick version of 
“Party and Bullshit.” 

The cast is rounded out by Derek 
Luke as Puffy (nicely equipped with 
a series of ludicrous outfits) and An- 
gela Bassett as Wallace's mother Vo- 
letta. Tillman’s direction can get a bit 


too flashy, though it’s used to good ef- | 


fect in the recurring nightclub scene 
where a just-released “Hypnotize” 
brings the place to life. Ultimately, 
Notorious occupies the opposite uni- 
verse from Nick Broomfield’s 2002 
conspiracy theory documentary Big- 
gie & Tupac; the true story is prob- 
ably somewhere between the two. 
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weEREEDOM BEGINS 


WITH AN ACT OF DEFIANCE 


FROM THE OFRECTOR OF BLOOD DIAMOND ann THE LAST SAMURAI 


Vv. 


DefianceMovie.com 


STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 IN THEATRES 
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES. 
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Blintzkrieg! 


DANIEL CRAIG LEADS A RAGTAG 


| BAND OF JEWISH PARTISANS 


IN THE HO-HUM SECOND WORLD 
WAR DRAMA DEFIANCE 





DEFIANCE 
Directed by Edward 2wick. Starring Daniel Craig, Liev 
Schreiber, Jamie Bell. Opens Fri, Jan 16. 


~ 


dots 








1941 The 
Nazis have cut a swath of violence 
through the local villages, decimating 
the Jewish population. But a handful 
of survivors have escaped into the 


a forest in Belorussia 


woods and regrouped, with the re- 
sourceful, ruthless Bielski brothers 
— Tuvya, Zus, Asael, and little Aron 
— emerging as the de facto leaders. 
When a large group of Jews decides 
to leave a nearby ghetto and take their 
chances with the Bielski partisans in 
the forest, Tuvya greets them astride 
a white horse. Handsome, charis- 
matic, capable — looking, as a mat- 
ter of fact, exactly like Daniel Craig 
— Tuvya delivers a rousing speech, 
informing them that every one of 


them will be trained to use weapons, 


| that the women will fight alongside 


the men, and that this encampment 
is “the one place in all of Belorussia 
where a Jew can be free!” 

As Tuvya rides off, a boy turns to 


| the woman next to him and asks, 


stunned, “He is ... a Jew?” 

The boy's confusion can be for- 
given: rare is the Second World War 
movie in which Jews get to play any 
role other than suffering victims. 
But the true story behind Defiance 


provides a refreshing corrective: the 


= 


Bielskis and their comrades were . 
well, there's no other way to put it: 
one tough bunch of Jews. They're 
hard-drinking, quick to brawl, handy 
with a weapon, and eager to get their 
revenge on the Germans who killed 
so many of their friends and family. 
These guys are kicking ass, taking 
names, and observing the Sabbath 
Defiance was directed by Edward 
Zwick, whose previous films include 
The Last Samurai, Glory, The Siege, 
and Blood Diamond: his specialty 
is taking unusual, knotty historical 
events or flashpoint contemporary 
issues, often involving some kind of 
culture clash, and finding a way to 
turn them into familiar Hollywood 
product with great parts for movie 
stars. It's a strange thing: Zwick 
keeps looking outside Hollywood for 
inspiration — to history books, to for- 
eign countries, to the days’ headlines 
— and yet the films he winds up mak- 
ing never seem to be taking place 
in the real world. There's always an 





Quantum Of Defiance! | Daniel Craig plays the gun-toting, forest-dwelling Tuvya Bielski in Edward Zwick's drama about the 
legendary Bielski partisans, PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSVENOR PARK PRODUCTIONS 





inescapable movieness about Zwicks 
films, Defiance included — the mu 
sic that keeps swelling underneat 
the big speeches, the story beat 
that always fall into a classic thr: 
act structure, the constant emphas 
on uplift, the way the people in 
foreground are always just a little t 
pretty and the people in the back- 
ground never stop looking like ex 
tras. It’s history as model screenplay 

Of course, one of the virtues of a 
model screenplay is that the story 
gallops along at a steady enough clip 
to keep you from ever getting bored 
by it. The central situation in Defi 
ance is so engrossing — how would 
_you keep a few hundred people alive 
through a Polish winter? — that you 
almost don’t mind the familiar, unad 
venturous approach Zwick has taken 
to dramatizing it. When it comes to 
these kinds of historical dramas, it 
seems that Hollywood convention 
may be even harder to defy thar 
the Nazis. 
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A Many-Fauceted Issue 





IRENA SALINA'S FLOW: FOR 
LOVE OF WATER WILL GET 
YOUR BLOOD (AND YOUR TAP 
WATER) BOILING 





FLOW: FOR LOVE OF WATER 

Directed by Irena Salina, Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel). Sat-Tue, Jan 17-20. 

Kak Ky 





Five years in the making, Irena 
Salina’s FLOW: For Love of Water is 
a riveting call to arms in the largely 
hidden war for control of the world’s 
fresh water supply. On one side, you 
have a handful of Fortune 500 cor- 
porations backed by the World Bank; 
on the other, billions of thirsty and 
displaced (and often dirt poor) citi- 
zens. One of the interview subjects 
makes a David and Goliath refer- 
ence — can you guess who represents 
whom? 

Salina travels widely, from the 
blood-red Bolivian “river” — in fact 
full of rotting waste from a nearby 
slaughterhouse — directly feeding 


Lake Titicaca to the pay-as-you-go 
water pumps in South Africa that 
force starving villagers to walk kilo- 
metres just to fill their buckets from 
a disease-ridden stream. Everywhere 
she goes, it's the same story: record 
corporate profits, broken promi- 
ses, and masses of desperate people 
slowly mobilizing themselves. 

But this isn't some far-off crisis 
that the First World can plug its ears 
and ignore. In fact, some of the worst 
instances of hucksterism take place 
in the United States, like when roc- 
ket fuel leaked into public reservoirs 
and nobody was notified, or the guy 
who pumped water from beside a 
toxic waste site and sold it as purified 
bottled water (under no fewer than 
four different brand names). Water 
is the third-largest American indus- 
try, yet there's only one person at the 
FDA who monitors what comes out 
of their taps; for bottled water, that 
number drops right to zero. 

Throughout the film, Salina in- 
terviews high-powered water CEOs, 


grassroots organizers, and everyo 
ne in between (though government 
officials have a strangely small role 
to play). Her outrage at the two 
faced corporate agendas is palpable 
but she doesn't let it contaminate the 
film’s measured tone and show-not 
tell ethos — less-restrained members 
of the audience, on the other hand 
may well find themselves fighting 
the urge to yell at the screen. 

At least she’s kind enough at the 
end to give audiences an outlet for al 
that generated outrage, in the form 
of a plea to sign an online petition for 
the following addition to the United 
Nations’ Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights: “Article 31: Everyon? 
has the right to clean and accessible 
water, adequate for the health and 
well-being of the individual and fe 
mily, and no one shall be deprived of 
such access or quality of water due !? 
individual economic circumstance. 

If you think that sounds too ob 
vious to even merit writing dow" 
then FLOW is a must-see. 
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FREEDOM OF CHOICE G.H. LEWMER 

THE STUDIO SYSTEM OF 
FILM DISTRIBUTION BEGAN 
CRUMBLING IN 2008; 1 CAN'T 
WAIT FOR MORE CRACKS TO 
APPEAR IN 2009 





j make my livelihood working in the 
film and television industry here in 
Canada. I have worked on award- 
winning films and television shows, 
and have worked on a lot of projects 
that can best be described as wretch- 
ed. That said, | have respect for any 
film or television show that has ever 
been completed or released. Esthet- 
ics aside, the sheer enormity of the 
task of getting anything made, let 
alone anything good, would boggle 


the “industry.” 

This week, instead of my usual 
practice of reviewing a movie avail- 
able online, I wanted to usher in 
2009 by talking about the business 
of viewing in 2008. 

Without question, the major stu- 
dios are extremely nervous right 
now. As with any worldwide reces- 
sion, movie attendance will prosper 
because it's a relatively cheap form 
of entertainment and also a primal 
reassurance akin to sitting around a 
fire at night. What isn’t reassuring to 
the major studios is that the corpora- 


collective shirt in the market melt- 
‘down and 2009 will surely see major 
bl odletting. 

Another unwieldy albatross that 
has them sweating is the unprec- 
edentedly high cost of making a 
Movie. For example, Quantum of 
Solace cost $2.5 million per minute. 
For that film to break even, it will 
have to gross $600 million world- 
wide — a staggering amount, espe- 
cially considering how difficult it will 
be in future to get financing for any 
film, let alone one with a price tag of 
$275 million. 

Economics aside, I believe what 
is making them change their pants 
is, as it happens, the reason for this 
Column’s existence: the volume of 
{uality entertainment available for 
free to anyone with Internet access. 
‘ith more and more films and tele- 
‘sion shows now available online, 
Why bother going to the movies (or 
uming on the TV)? We may be 
Witnessing the end of the studios’ 
nd networks’ domination of what, 
°w, and when we watch — and it's 


tions who own them have lost their | 


ONLINE MOVIES - TAKING STOCK |515 words 


And The Walls 
Come Tumblin’ Down 


the mind of anyone not involved in 
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about time! 

But what are we watching? For any 
foreign-language or documentary re 
lease to gross over $1 million is akin 
to a Hollywood film grossing over 
$100 million — a benchmark of suc- 
cess. What was surprising in 2008 
is that the top 10 documentary films 
made a collective $36.5 million while 
the top 10 foreign language releases 
made $32.6 million. That amount 
speaks volumes about North Ameri- 
can moviegoers who are tired of 
poor-quality entertainment and who 
are going out of their way in search 
of any alternative to Hollywood prod- 
uct. Of course, many great foreign- 


language and documentary films are 
never released theatrically in North 
America — but with the explosion 
of video streaming, great unreleased 
titles like The Oxford Murders can 
be seen online months before they 
are even released on DVD in North 
America (if they get released at all) 
For the discerning viewer who knows 
what they want, it’s heaven! 

What does 2009 have 


collapse of the studio system? Pos- 


in store? A 


sibly, but highly unlikely. More like a 


weakening of the levee with the tide 


rising faster than anyone anticipat- | 


ed. Myself, I’m ecstatic I’m wearing 
a life-jacket! 
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Of The Year 
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DICAPRIO AND VWINSLE | 


££ DiCaprio And Winslet 


bosom Mendes’ ‘Revolutionary Road’ 
Is A Hands-Down, Bet-The-Farm, 
Watch-lt-Three-Times-In-A-Row 


66 Flawless. A Deeply Heartfelt Work 
That Raises The Bar Of Filmmaking 
To Exhilarating Heights. 33 


Revolutionary 
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Blue Cruise 
Turkey 


4 Days from $375 


Cruise the Mediterranean on a traditional 
Turkish yacht..Swim and snorkel, explore 
quaint seaside towns, feast on fresh 
seafood and more! 
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NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 
Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 
Women’s / Men's Health 

Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 















Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 
1N ST. ALBERT: 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
1 | PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


ASHES OF TIME REDUX 

Leslie Cheung, Brigitte Lin, and Maggie 
Cheung star in this newly re-edited version 
of In the Mood for Love director Wong Kar- 
Wai's elliptical 1994 martial-arts epic about 
a swordsman in ancient China who lives a 
solitary desert existence nursing a broken 
heart. In Mandarin and Cantonese with Eng- 
lish subtitles. Metro Cinema: Jan 16-20 (Fri, 
Sun, Tue @ 7pm; Sat, Mon @ 9pm) 


DEFIANCE 

Daniel Craig, Liev Schreiber, and Jamie Bell 
Star in Blood Diamond director Ed Zwick's 
Second World War drama about the Bielski 
partisans, a group of Jewish refugees in east- 


Shoegaze Fans, Prepare For Disappointment | My Bloody Valentine 3-D is not a concert film. PHOTO COURTESY OF LIONSGATE 


ern Poland, led by four brothers, who fought 
back against the Nazis from a makeshift for- 
est encampment. 


FLOW: FOR LOVE OF WATER 

Director Irena Salina’s exhaustive documen- 
tary about the looming global fresh-water 
crisis, incorporating footage shot in France, 
Indie, Canada, Bolivia, and the United States. 
Metro Cinema: Jan 17-20 (Sat, Mon @ 7pm; 
Sun, Tue @ 9pm) 


HOTEL FOR DOGS 

Emma Roberts, Jake T. Austin, Lisa Kudrow, 
and Don Cheadle (!) star in Monkey Business 
director Thor Freudenthal’s family comedy 
about a brother and sister who transform 
an abandoned hotel into a paradise for the 





city’s stray dogs. 


LAST CHANCE HARVEY 

Dustin Hoffman, Emma Thompson, Eileen 
Atkins, and Kathy Baker star in writer/direc- 
tor Joel Hopkins’ twinkly romantic comedy 
about a a lonely middle-aged American who 
hits it off with a quirky Englishwoman dur- 
ing a trip to London to attend his daughter's 
wedding 


MY BLOODY VALENTINE 3-D 

Jensen Ackles, Jaime King, Kerr Smith, and 
Kevin Tighe star in Dracula 2000 director 
Patrick Lussier’s 3-D remake of the 1981 hor- 
ror movie about a young man who returns to 
his hometown on the 10th anniversary of a 
series of violent unsolved killings, only to find 
himself suspected of the crime. 


NOTORIOUS 

Jamal Woolard, Derek Luke, Anthony Mackie, 
and Angela Bassett star in Men of Honor di- 
rector George Tillman Jr's biopic about the life 
of hip hop legend Christopher Wallace, a.k.a 
Biggie Smalls, a.k.a. The Notorious B.1.G., his 
rise to fame in the East Coast rap scene, and 
his 1997 death in a drive-by shooting 


OVER THE TOP 

Local actors Dave Clarke and Jeff Page per- 
form a sarcastic live commentary during a 
screening of the 1987 cheesefest starring 
Sylvester Stallone as a trucker who bonds 
with his estranged son while competing in a 
national arm-wrestling championship. Metro 








Cinema: Wed, Jan 21 (8pm) 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP 

Kevin James, Keir O'Connell, Jayma Mays, 
and Shirley Knight star in Daddy Day Care di- 
rector Steve Carr's comedy about a hapless, 
overweight security guard who must defeat 
the gang of criminals that has taken over 
his mall. 


REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 

Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet, Kathy 
Bates, and Michael Shannon star in American 
Beauty director Sam Mendes’ film version of 
Richard Yates’ novel about a young married 
couple who dream of breaking free from sub- 
urbia and beginning a new life in Paris. 


THE WRESTLER 

Mickey Rourke, Marisa Tomei, and Evan Ra- 
chel Wood star in Requiem for a Dream di- 
rector Darren Aronofsky’s revelatory drama 
about a onetime '80s wrestling superstar, 
now broke, living in a trailer, and clinging to 
the last shreds of his former glory. 


BRIDE WARS 

Tooth-grittingly charmless bridezilla comedy 
that only the most undemanding chick-flick 
fan could find tolerable 

tee 





THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 


David Fincher's fable about a man who be- 


gins life as an old man and steadily age 
backwards into infancy is a curiously Up, 
moving experience, with a disappointing\, 
opaque central performance by Brad Pitt. |: 
an awards-season frontrunner, but also ong 
of the year's big disappointments. 

www ry 


GRAN TORINO 

Clint Eastwood's performance as grouchy. 
growly Walt Kowalski, a retired auto worke 
and still-active racist, is his most iconic char- 
acter since Dirty Harry. The film ain't subtle 
and the portrait of Asian gang life is kind of 
laughable, but the whole package is damneq 
entertaining. 

KK KK 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Every Oscar season, there's always a “little 
movie that could” that emerges as the crowd. 
pleasing contender to win Best Picture. This 
gimmicky but winning urban fairytale about 
a Mumbai slum kid who wins a fortune ona 
TV game show is 2008's answer to Juno and 
Little Miss Sunshine — and it’s better than 
either of them. 

kkk a 


THE UNBORN 

It's not just the Oscar prestige movies 
that are obsessed with Nazis this 

— even cheesy creepy-kid horror movie 
like this one turn out to have a Holocaust 


connection. 
wy 








~ GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD bg 


WINNER, 


BEST ACTOR x MICKEY ROURKE | 
a x Wie! BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN / 


a | 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS * CHRISTY LEMIRE 


x—~k kK K*K * 


THE ini ater th FILM.” 


A SUN + JAY 


STONE 


“RICHLY FUNNY AND ROUGHING 
IT’S TOO GOOD TO RESIST.” 


PETER TRAVERS, ‘Rojling.Stone 
ng. 


“ENORMOUSLY 
ENTERTAINING’ 


JEFFREY LYONS, 
NBC/LYONS & BAILES REEL TALK 


“PITCH-PERFECT 


PERFORMANCES... 
A SURPRISINGLY TENDER 


AND APPEALING 
LOVE STORY.” 


CLAUDIA PUIG, @8USA TODAY 


“UTTERLY CHARMING. 
HOFFMAN AND THOMPSON 
HAVE GREAT CHEMISTRY.’ 


LOU LUMENICK, MEW YDAK POST 


DUSTIN HOFFMAN EMMA THOMPSON 


A FILM BY DARREN ARONOFSKY 


__*® MICKEY ROURKE 


last chance 
HARVEY 


IT’S ABOUT FIRST LOVES, LAST CHANCES, AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. 


MARISA T Tne eve EVAW RACHEL WOOD Weod 


bela epee tr lee ree 


ALLIANCE. 


|| a iewies | 


Check Theatre Directory or www alliancefilms.com for showtimes. % DIGITAL SOUND 





EXCLUS VEEN ACENTENT STARTS FRIDAY! 


Directory or www.alliancefilms.com for sho # DIGITAL SOUND L 
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WOT ABAD YEAR FOR AMERICAN LITERATURE RICHARD YATES’ REVOLUTIONARY ROAD AND JOSEPH HELLER’S CATCH-22 WERE BOTH * 
NOMINATED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN 1962, BUT LOST TO WALKER PERCY’S THE MOVIEGOER. 



















fEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 


























seones From A Suffocating Marriage | Kate Winslet 

4 eonardo DiCaprio drown in suburban angst as Frank and 
mii Wheeler in Revolutionary Road. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
EAMWORKS. 


THIS WEEK: REVOLUTIONARY 
ROAD—LOVE IT OR HATE IT! 


Andrew Tracy, Reverse Shot | “in any sane 
world, Revolutionary Road would be 
laughed off as a joyless embarrassment 
before we moved on to more press- 
ing business. Yet while this latest Oscar 
baiting turkey will doubtlessly find its ulti- 
mate fate in the critical memory hole, the 
reason for the season demands that we 
speak of it as if it deserved serious consid- 
eration; as if this is a case of ‘flaws’ in an 
otherwise worthy whole. The almost cal- 
culated air of mediocrity that hangs about 
such tripe blends it seamlessly into the 


muddled background of innumerable non- 
descript films seen and long forgotten 
they bank on lazy perception and short 
memories to procure their brief moment of 
rote, half-hearted praise.” 


David Edelstein, New York | “The blistering dra- 
ma Revolutionary Road has two big ideas 
suburbia suffocates the soul, and Titanic 
sleeps with the fishes. The first idea was still 
subversive when Richard Yates published his 
Novel in 196) but is now old hat. The second, 
which involves transplanting the stars of a 
dumb but powerful romantic fantasy to the 
arena of domestic tragedy, is smashingly ef- 
fective. Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, 


the lovers whose hearts were supposed to go 
on, have aged into Frank and April Wheeler, 
and this time it’s their relationship that hits 
an iceberg... There isn't a banal moment in 
Winslet's performance — not a gesture, not 


a word. Is Winslet now the best English 


speaking film actress of her generation? 


| think so.” 


Karina Longworth, Spout | “Revolutionary Road 
works (on the level that it does work) as 
a showcase for performances: big stars 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet are 
probably at the top of their game, a star- 
making performance is registered in less 
than a handful of scenes from Michael 


Shannon, and, in the ultimate nagging old 
lady role, Kathy Bates reminds us why she is 
the greatest living nagging old lady in all of 
cinema. That all of this talent is put to the 
service of an adaptation which fundamen- 
tally bastardizes the main project of Richard 
Yates’ novel and neuters its cruel vision of the 


inability of the individual to grapple with 
his/her own soul sickness without project- 
ing toxicity outward, doesn't diminish the 
actors’ achievements, but it does force us 
to question whether masterworks of the 
literary form should be adapted into prospec- 
tive Oscar cash-ins to begin with, if it means 
necessarily stripping said masterworks of 


the daring that makes them masterful.” 
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8712 - 109 STREET © 433-0728 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 4A 
Nightly 6:50, 9:10; Sat/Sun matinees 2:00. Violence 










4 10337 - 82 AVENUE © 433-0728 

THE WRESTLER 14A 
Nichtty 7:00, 9:10; Sat & Sun motinees 2:30. Sexual content, nudity, 
coarse language. Ts 

DEFIANCE MA 
Nightly 6:45, 9:20; Sot & Sun matineas 2:00. Violence, coarse language. 






















205 Main Street, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 


PARKLAND 




















HOTEL FOR DOGS 6 
lightly 6:50, 9:15; matinges Sat Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:05, 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Nightly 7:15, 9:20; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:15, 3:10, =e 
MARLEY & ME PG 





\ightty 7:10, 9:30; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:25; Movies for 
Memnmies Tues 1:00. 

BRIDE WARS PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:05; inatinees Sot Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:00. 

GRAN TORINO 4A 
i” 6:55, 9:25; matinees Sat Sun & Toes 1:10, 3:30. Longuage may 
herd 

BEDTIME STORIES 

Nightly 6:45, 9:00; matinges Sot Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:15. 

YES MAN 14 
Nightly 7:00; 9:10; matinees Sat S & Tues 12:50, 3:20. 



































7828-1014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) # 425-9212 




































Sun 2:00. 
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Scotiabank 


SEVEN POUNDS 
Nightly 6:55, 9:25; matinee Sat/Sun 6:55, 9:25. 


GRAN TORINO = aaa 
Nightly 7:00, 9:30; mafinees Sot/Sun 1:00, 3:25. Languoge may offend 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 
3840-56. Wetakivin © 3523922 











MY BLOODY VALENTINE “18A 
Nightly 6:50, 9:15; matinee Sat/Sun 12:50, 3:15 

PAUL BLART; MALL COP PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:30; matiees Sot/Sun 1:05, 9:25 4 
GRAN TORINO 14 
Nightly 7:00, 9:30; matinees Sot/Sun 1:00, 3:30. Language may oflend, 
BRIDE WARS PG 


Nightly 7:10, 9:20; matinees Sat/Sun 1:10, 3:20. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


1525 99 Sheet © 436-8585 








PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
FreThus 12:15, 2:40, 4:55, 7:45, 10:20 

HOTEL FOR DOGS G 
FreThus 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20 

MY BLOODY VALENTINE 18A 
FreThurs 1:00, 3:40, 7:30, 10:30 

LAST CHANCE HARVEY PG 
Frets 1:40, 4:20, 6:5, 9:30 2 

CHANDI CHOWK TO CHINA sic 
FreThws 12:00, 3:50, 8:00. SD 
BRIDE WARS PG 
FeeThus 12:10, 2:45, 5:00, 7:50, 10:15 

THE UNBORN Ma 
FrtThus 1:45, 4:30, 7:35, 10:30 Velen, fighting scenes 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 14a 


FrrWed 12:40, 3:30, 7:00, 9:55; Thurs 3:30, 7:00, 9:55; Stor & Strollers 

















ely 12:45, 2:30, 4:15, 6:00, 7:50, 9:40. 











HOTEL FOR DOGS 6 
Daly 1:00, 3:00, 4:55, 6:55, 8:55. No passes. 

TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
Ii 1250 
























MARLEY AND ME PG 
Uoly 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:05. 
| PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 






Daly 12:85, 2:20, 4:05, 5:50, 7:40, 9:25. No passes. 


















= 4702-50 St. Leduc © 986-2728 
HOTEL FOR DOGS 6 
‘idly 7.05, 9:15; matinee Sat/Sun 1:05, 3:15. 
BRIDE WARS PG 






‘ily 7:10, 9:20; matinee Sat/Sun 1:10, 3:20. 















STITCHES, STC Screening Thurs 1:00. Coorse language, mature themes. = 
Tha 7:00 BEDTIME STORIES G 
ASHES OF TIME REDUX Stc _ fiethws 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50. J 
fn, Sun & Tues 7:00; Sat & Man 9:00. MARLEY & ME PG 
EDMONTON TONIGHT Tc Ftelhws 1:10, 4:30,7:40,10:15, om 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FLOW: FOR LOVE OF WATER tc _ FreThurs 12:30, 4:00, 8:00. Not recommended for young children, coorse 
Sal & Mon 7:00; Sun & Tues 9:00. i ee : om 
EDEMPTION VALKYRIE PG 
te STC Fets 1220, 3:10, 6:50, 9:45. Course language, violence 
4A 
GRANDIN THEATRE “ileal ee 
GRANDIN MALL, SiR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT ® 458-9822 YES MAN ae ae °G 
BEDTIME STORIES G —_FreThurs 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 10:20; Thurs 3:20, 7:15, 10:20; Stor & 
Sot 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 715, 9:15. Swrollers Screening Thurs 1:00. ial. i 
BRIDE WARS PG GRAN TORINO 4a 


FreSun-Thurs 1:20, 4:15, 7:10; 10:10; Sot-2:15, 4:15, 7:10, 10:10. 
Language may offend. 




















Bott 6 
FreThurs 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, BAA. ow ht 
TWILIGHT PG 
FriSunThus 1:05, 4:40, 7:20, 10:10; So 440, 7:20, 10510. Violence, 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA RONDINE SIC 
Sat 11:00. 
NORTH EDMONTON 

14231-137th Avewe © 732-2223 = 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
FreThus 12:05, 2:50, 5:10, 740, 10:00 r 
HOTEL FOR DOGS 6 


FreThurs 1:40, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20, 
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Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton \ 





MY BLOODY VALENTINE 18A 
fie Thurs 12200, 2:30, 4:45, 7:45, 10:15 

LAST CHANCE HARVEY PG 
FreTuves, Thurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:35, 10:20; Wed 4:30, 7:35, 10:20; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. ~ 

BRIDE WARS PG 
freThurs 12:40, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:40, 

THE UNBORN 4A 


FreWed 1:45, 3:55, 8:00, 10:40; Thus 10:40, 1:45, 3:45, 8:00 
Violence, frightening scenes. 


BEDTIME STORIES ; 6 
Frithurs 12:10, 2:20, 6:45, 9:10. 
MARLEY & ME PG 


FriTues, Thurs 12:40, 3:20, 6:30, 9:05; Wed 3:20, 6:30, 9:05; Stor & 
Shrollrs Screening Wed 1:00. 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FreThurs 2:15, 6:20, 9:50. Not recommended for young children, coarse 
language. 





VALKYRIE PG 
FreThues 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55. Coarse language, violence 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
FreThurs 12:05 =. 

SEVEN POUNDS 14a 
FreThurs 3:50, 9:45. Mature themes. : 

YES MAN PG 
FreWed 12:20, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:30; Thus 12:20, 245, 10:30. 
GRAN TORINO 14a 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:20, 10:05. Language may offend. No passes 
TWIUGHT PG 


FrieThurs 1:15, 6:50, Violence. 


SRO FLOOR PHASE Il, 101 st, & 102 AVE. «421-7020 


GRAN TORINO 14a 
FreSun 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:45; MoThurs 12:10, 3:10, 6:35, 9:45, 
Language moy offend. ets 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN | BUTTON — PG 
FreThurs 12:00, 3:40, 7:20. Not recommended for young children, coarse 
language. No passes. ee Ns a 

DOUBT PG 
FreSun 12:50, 3:35, 6:55, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 12:15, 3:00, 7:00, 9:50. 
Mature theme = 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 14a 
FreSun 12:10, 3:00, 6:35, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40. 
Coors language, monwe themes. 





NOTORIOUS 18A 
FrrSun 12:15, 3:10, 6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thurs 12:35, 3:25, 6:30, 9:30, 
THE READER 18a 


Fri 12:20, 3:20, 6:30, 9:25; SotSun 6:30, 9:35; MorThurs 12:75, 
320,640, 9:35 Sen cote, 


with IMAX’ 


SHOWTIMES JANUARY 15-21, 2009 


BRIDE WARS 

Fi, Mon Thurs 4:40, 7:00, 9:35; SatSun 1:00, 440, 7:20, 9:35 

LAST CHANCE HARVEY °G 
Fri, MoneThurs 4:25, 7:20, 9:45; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:25, 7:20, 9:45 
HOTEL FOR DOGS G 
Fri, Mor-Thrs 4:00, 6:25, 9:00; SotSun 1:30, 4:00, 6:35, 9:00 
NOTORIOUS 18A 
Fi, Mon-Thurs 3:45, 6:30, 9:20; SarSun 12:50, 3:45, 6:30, 9:20. 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP m6 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:20, 6:50, 9:10; SatSun 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9510. 

MY BLOODY VALENTINE iea 


FrtMon-Thurs 4:30, 7:10, 9:40; SotSun 1:40, 4:30, 7:10; 9:40, Nudity, 
gory scenes, sexual content Zz 


BEDTIME STORIES = Ss 6 
Sat-Sun 1:10. 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 
111 AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Fai, Man Thus 7:00, 9:30; Sot Sun 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:30. 
BRIDE WARS 5 PG 
Fi Mee Thurs 6:50, 9:10; SotSun 1:10, 3:30, 6:50, 9:10 
MILK 148 


Fri, Mon-Thurs 6:40, 9:40; SobSun 12:45, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40. 

Coase kngenge._ ae 

THE UNBORN MA 
fri, Mon-Thurs 7:10, 9:20; SotSun 1:20, 3:50, 7:10, 9:20. Violence, 
frightening scenes. 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8882-170 STREET © 4442400 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
firTues, Thus 12:50, 3:30, 7:00, 9:30; Wed 3:30, 7:00, 9:30; Stor & 
Shrolles Screening Wed 1:00 


NoTORIOUS : as a Ie 
FreThus 1:20, 4:20, 7:20,1030. 

BRIDE WARS 6 
FreThues 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:30,10:00, 
THE UNBORN VA 
freThurs 2:00, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20. Violence, fightening scenes. No passes 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
Frets 12:40, 3:50,6:45, 918. 
MARLEY & ME PG 
Frets 12:30, 9:20, 630,920, 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 


FreThues 12:00, 4:00, 8:00, Not recommended for young children, coarse 





longuoge._ 2 
VALKYRIE PG 
FreThurs 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10. Coarse language, violence 

YES MAN 


























YES MAN Fri, SueThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:40, 10:30; Sot 4:30, 7:40, 10:30. 
FS 280,890. Mah es 
VALKYRIE GRAN TORINO 14a 
FreSun 6:45, 9:40. Violence, coarse language. FretThurs 12:20, 3:15, 7:15, 10:15. Language may offend. 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 

GARE FreThars 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45. “+ 
2 —_AZTI-BITHAVENUE® 4727600 TWILIGHT 
YES MAN PG FiSun, Tues Thurs 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40; Mon 12:45, 3:45, 9:40. 
freThus 4:10, 6:40, 9:15, Violence. 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 


Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:50, 8:30; SotSun}:15, 4:50, 8:30. Course language, not 
recommended for young children we 

THE UNBORN VA 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:45, 7:30, 9:50; SotSun 2:10, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50 
Violence, frightening scenes. = 

GRAN TORINO 4A 
Fri 4:05, 6:45, 9:25; No passes; SatSun 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25; Mor 
Thurs 4:05, 6:45, 9:25. Lnnguoge may offend. 














ee sme 
11:00. 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 4729779 _ 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 


FriSat 2:05, 4-55, 7:25, 9:55, 1205; Stas 25,455,225, 
7:55, Gocy seemes, brutal viokence. 








- CHRISTMASES 

FrbSot 1:45, 4:25, 7:25, 9:45, 12:10; Sum Thurs 1:45, 4:25, 7: 
9:45. Language moy offend, crude content. 

AUSTRALIA PG 
FreSot 12-50, 4:05, 7:40, 11:00; Sun-Thurs 12:50, 4:05, 7:40. 
Longuage may offend, violence. 


TRANSPORTER 3 4A 
FreSot 1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40, 11:55; Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 
9:40, 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA , is 
frtSat 1:35,°%:35, 7:00, 9:10, 11:35; Surthurs 1:35, 4:35, 7:00, 

910 

ROLE MODELS 14a 


FreSot 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:45, 11°50; Sun-Thurs 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 

9:45. Gude content, coorse languoge. a. 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR YEAR 6 
Fri 1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30, 11:50; Sat 1:30, 4:30, 7:05, 9-30, 11:50; 
Saar Thurs 1:30, 4:20, 7.05, 9:30 eure 
SAW V 18A 
FrtSot 2:00, 4-55, 7:30, 10:00, 12.15; SunThus 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 
10:00. Gory scenes, disturbing content. 
CHANGELING 14A 
FreThas 1:05, 4:05, 655,950. 
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA 6 
FitSal 1:55, 445, 7:20, 9:35, 11:45; SonThurs 1:55, 445, 7:20, 
2235. 

RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 7 STC 
FieSot 1:25, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20, 11:40, SunThus 1:25, 4:15, 6:50, 
920 ; Sy ae ee 
NIGHTS IN RODANTHE PG 
FrfSat 1:20, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 12:00; Son Thurs 1:20, 4:00, 6:45, 
915, 


2020 SHERWOOD OR, SHERWOOD PARK © 416-0150 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 9-50; SotSun 12:20, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50; Mon Thurs 7:20, 
9:50. 

HOTEL FOR DOGS — re. XD 
Fri 3:40, 7:10, 9:40; SoFSun 1:10, 3:40, 7:10, 9:40; Mon Thurs 7:10, 
9:40. 

MY BLOODY VALENTINE 

fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:15; SotSan 1:20, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15; nat 
7:30, 10:15, 

BRIDE WARS 

Fri 4:10, 6:50, 9:10; SotSun 12:50, 4:10, 6:50, 9:10; uate, 
9:10, 
THE UNBORN 14a 
Fri 4:50, 7:40, 10:20; SorSun 1:30, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 
7-40, 10:20. Violence, frightening scenes. 











BEDTIME STORIES 

fri 34:50, 6:45, 9:20; SorSun 12:40, 350, 6:45, 9:20; Mon Thus 
645,920. 

MARLEY & ME °G 
Fri 320, 6:40, 9:30; S-Sun 12:10, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30; MarTirs 6:40, 
9.30. 








THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
F930, 8:00; Sot Sun 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Mon-Thurs 8:00. 
Not recommended for young children, coorse language. 





YES MAN PG 
Fri 4:30, 7:15, 10-10; SarSun 12:30, 4;30, 7:15, 10:10; Mar-thas 
7:15, 10:10. phate themes. 

‘GRAN TORINO 4a 
Fri 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; SotSun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
700, 10:00. 
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DIARY » SLEEPLESS SCRIBE - BY MARK STUBBINGS |70) words 


I'm The Jack Bauer 


A PARTICIPANT IN THE 24 HOUR 
PLAYWRITING COMPETITION 
GIVES A HARROWING ACCOUNT 
OF HIS DAYLONG CREATIVE 
MARATHON 





Last Saturday, 20 of Edmonton's 
most intrepid playwrights and/or 
chronic insomniacs gathered in the 
Students Union Building at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta to compete in the 
fourth annual 24 Hour Playwriting 
Competition, the centrepiece event 
of the 10 Days of Madness playwrit- 
ing festival. The concept of the event 
is self-explanatory: write a play, from 
scratch, in a single day. 

Impossible? Surprisingly not! A 
surefire 
tia? Absolutely yes! Mark Stubbings 
has participated in the event every 
single year, and — SPOILER ALERT! 
— while his play, sadly, did not ulti- 


recipe for creative demen- 


mately win (Three Little Birds play- 
wright Kenneth Williams won the 
“Fully Committed” division and Jon- 
athan Seinen took the “Delusional” 
prize), he agreed to share his diary of 


his experiences 


12:00 P.M. 
1 walk into Dinwoodie Lounge with 


my bag of supplies: a sleeve of bor- 








rowed CDs, two packs of cigarettes, a 
large bottle of water, a grande house 
blend in a venti cup, and my tooth 
yrush. This is my favourite part of 
0 Days Madness. | love walking 

to a room fuli of writers. It gives 
you a “no guts no glory” feeling. I sit 
down in front of the blank computer 


screen and take a deep breath 


12:05 P.M. 
My buddy Ryan and I have the same 


thought: “I'll go have a cigarette be 


fore I start.” We do so. I have two and 


finish my first coffee 


2:07 P.M. 

I need research materials already. My 
play has a lot of stuff about wedding 
ceremonies in it and I know nothing 
about them. Tech support lets me 
search the web and print some stuff 
off. I waste 20 minutes and don’t find 
what I am looking for. 


4:24 P.M. 

I have a scene, a short monologue, 
and some poetry. Why am I writing 
poetry? I've never done that before 
I tell Ryan I’m writing poetry and he 
laughs at me. We go smoke 


7:00 P.M. 

Dinnertime. Finally some noise in 
this room. The silence drives me 
nuts. When I write, | like ambient 
noise, so this is a good thing. I finish 
off Scene Two and eat 


11:10 P.M. 

After struggling for two hours on 
three pages in which my characters 
debate condiments on a hamburger, 
I give up on the scene and start over. 
I get back on the coffee train and 
smoke again, Things start flowing 
again after I have Trevor Schmidt 
(the competition’s on-call drama- 
turge) read the first chunk of the 
play and give notes 


1:00 A.M. 
Dex 


ter. | rave about it to Lana and Andrea 


You know what's a good show? 


and I think I should have written an 


episode of 


that show instead of the 
gibberish currently spilling out of my 
mushy brain. | drink a juice box and 


revert back to my six-year-old self 


3:06 A.M. 
| am officially tired. | throw some 
music on, but most of the stuff I bor 


rowed is pretty downbeat. Not what 


i need right now. My buddy Taylor 
stops by and we come up with some 
stupid titles for plays other than the 
ones we're writing. His favourite is 
Cancer = Bad; mine is Don't Make 
Me Come at You, Dad!: A Look at the 
Lighter Side of Elder Abuse. 


5:43 A.M. 

I feel kind of high. The Dears album 
I'm listening to makes it better. Not 
the play, just the high. I think about 
how Raymond Carver used to write 
short stories in his car on his lunch 
break 


7:01 A.M. 

Nearing the end of the draft but I 
am concerned about having enough 
time. Three more scenes. Five more 
hours. I wonder what the others are 


writing? 


9:15 A.M. 

Ian Jackson comes to take my pic- 
ture for this article. He says I don't 
so much look sleepy as angry. I am 
both, I am about half a scene away 
from endgame. 


10:32 A.M. 
“Spell Check” 
Stubbings) 


(a poem by Mark 


Spell check, why do you nitpick so? 
And keep me away from my lovely 


home? 


10:47 A.M. 

And we're done! With an hour and 
20 to spare. | look around at the four 
poor bastards I'm leaving behind and 
give them a wave. I got to go. | havea 
lot of work to do around the bed 


The winners of the 24 Hour Play- 
writing Competition will receive 
staged readings on Jan. 16 at 7 p.m 
at the TransAlta Arts Barns. 


GG o-24 PM: HAVEASCEN: 
A SHORT MONOLOGUE, AND SOME POETRY 
WHY AMI WRITING POETRY? 





Can't Sleep... Must Dramatize Protagonist’s Inner Turmoil... | A bleary-eyed Mark Stubbings at Hour 21 of the 24 Hour 
Playwriting Competition. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 








Fragments Of Francis | The paintings of Francis Bacon — in which bodies and minds are in torment, and the mere condition of 
being alive seems to be agony — inspired Body Fragments, part of the Canoe Theatre Festival. PHOTO COURTESY OF WORKSHOP WEST 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE GALLERY TO THE THEATRE 


GERMANS! 
Bacon Bits 


If you want to get the lowdown on the play 
This Is Cancer, turn to page 27 of this issue. As 
for the rest of the Canoe Theatre Festival 
(Jan 20-25), much of the lineup consists of 
welcome remounts of shows by Albertans 
like Jason Carnew’s One, Jennifer Spencer's 
Maggie-Now Part |, and Lyle Victor Albert's 
Scraping the Surface. But the most exotic 
treat on the buffet table — and the one Arts 
News is most looking forward to sampling — 
is Body Fragments, a Francis Bacon-inspired 
piece of “extreme physical theatre” from 
Bielefeld, Germany's Theaterlabor troupe. Go 
to workshopwest.org for full info. 


| Now’s AGreat Time To Be Sylvain 


| 
| 
| 





GENIUS! 


A teader’s poll in the Edmonton Journal 
named Edmonton-born painter Sylvain 


| Voyer the “Alberta artist of the century.” 


So that means the Art Gallery of Alberta's 
exhaustive retrospective of Voyer's career 
(simply titled Sylvain Voyer and running from 
Jan. 17-Mar. 22) ought to be the art exhibition 
of the century too, just by default, right? All 
tautology aside, this promises to be a pretty 


| Spectacular display, spanning the pop-art 


Canvases Voyer produced in the 1960s to 
the rural Albertan and Mexican landscapes 
he moved into in the decades that followed, 
The man could definitely paint a sunflower! 





JURORS! 
Dear Jurisprudence 


Now in its 14th year, The Law Show, 2 
annual revue staged by the U of A's lav! 
department, is shaping up to be one of thé 
longest-running charity theatre events 
Edmonton. (Imagine the big show at th 
end of the movie Fame, but with expensi® 
ties instead of legwarmers. And lawyer joK# 
instead of modern dancing.) Over the (2 


| three years alone, the show has raised m0® 


than $67,000 for various women's shelte® 
and school nutrition programs. Hey, mayttl 
lawyers aren't so evil after all. This ye2"® 
show runs Jan. 16-17 at Myer Horowitz The 
atre; tickets are available at the box office 


agenda | news&apinion | city life | music on sereen | arts | classifieds | sex| the 


SEE HOW THE GREATNESS ALL BEGAN PARTS THREE AND FOUR OF JENNIFER SPENCER'S MAGGIE-NOW PLACED SECOND ON SEE'S LIST OF 
_THE BEST PLAYS OF 2008; PART ONE IS BEING STAGED AT THE CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL 





THEATRE PREVIEW « HOT-BUTTON ISSUE « BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 495 words 


Burn After 
Reading 





Ember Alert | Diana Leblanc admired playwright Wajdi Mouawad when she was a director; now in Scorched, she gets to appreciate 





himas an actor. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITADEL 


ESE FREEDOM FIGHTER IN 
WAJDI MOUAWAD’S SCORCHED 


SCORCHED 

Directed by Richard Rose. Written by Wajdi Mouawad. 
Translated by Linda Gaboriau, Starring Sophie Goulet, Janick 
Hébert, Diana Leblanc, Sarah Orenstein, Gareth Potter. Rice 
Theatre, The Citadel. Jan 15-Feb 1. Tickets available through 
the Citadel box office (425-1820/citadeltheatre.com). 


Diana Leblanc first heard of the ac- 
claimed French-Canadian playwright 
Wajdi Mouawad in the early 1990s, 
back when she was artistic director 
for Toronto's Théatre Frangais. A 
fellow company had set up an ex- 
change program for Quebecois plays 
to be brought over and performed in 
translation for English-speaking au- 
diences — one of these was a black 
comedy called Wedding Day at the 
Cro-Magnons'’. 

“I thought it was odd, intense, puz- 
zling, and quite fascinating,” she 
says. “[Mouawad’s early plays] -have 
a kind of — I don’t know if absurd- 
ist is the right word, but they cer- 
tainly do have a grimly and darkly 
comic tone.” 

Jump ahead almost two decades 
later, and Mouawad is now a decorat- 
ed Governor-General’s Award winner 
in the middle of a sombre quadril- 
ogy of plays about large-scale his- 
‘orical tragedy. The second of these, 
Scorched, about the 1975 Lebanese 
Civil war, is now touring the country 
with director Richard Rose, and Leb- 
lane is one of three actresses playing 
4 mysterious freedom fighter at vari- 
°us stages of her life in flashback, 
as her adult children uncover the 
‘ruth about her shocking past after 
her death, - 

Mouawad subdues his usual overt- 
y comic sensibility in Scorched, but 


the rest of Leblanc’s description is | 
right on the money: alongside the | 
graphic depictions of life in war-torn | 
Lebanon are disorienting shifts and _ | 
overlaps in time, all underpinned by 
a classic mystery plot. Considered 
together, they make a strange and 
captivating whole, with Leblanc's 
Nawal at the absolute centre 


“[m just in awe of her, actu- 
ally, so trying to put myself in her 
shoes is almost intimidating,” she 


says. “How a woman goes through 
She | 
not only survives — what | find ex- 


what she has gone through . 


traordinary about her is that she sur- | 
vives with dignity and forgiveness. | | 
think you can survive these things, 
just by living through them, but to 
come through in a way that reach- 
es down and calls forth the best in 
human nature ...” 

It's that big-picture interest in hu- 
manity that Leblanc will bring to 
her role here at The Citadel, which 
is where she joins the Canadian tour. 
She keeps her focus squarely on 
Nawal's world, leaving audiences to 
draw whatever modern parallels they 
deem fit. 

“To me, the play works because it 
deals with universal truths and at 
the same time is rooted in something 
very specific,” she says. “Obviously, 
when events such as the ones going 
on in Gaza right now occur, these 
looks at tribal and blood belongings 
perhaps make it more present. 

“But I think for me, as an actor, I’m 
not trying to make sure it seems rel- 
evant to you. I think the playwright 
does that, I think the production 
does that. For me, it's more impor- 
tant to get to the heart and truth of 
this particular individual in these cir- 
cumstances, and anyone who wants 





to extrapolate will have enough ma- 
terial to do that with.” 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - PLAY FESTIVAL « BY WARREN HAAS | 579 words 


The Tonight Show, 
With Johnny Carcinoma 


IN BRUCE HORAK’S WORLD, 

CANCER IS AN OVERBEARING 
NARCISSIST WITH A LOUNGE- 
SINGING CABARET ACT 





THIS IS CANCER 

Directed by Rebecca Northan. Written by Bruce Horak and 
Rebecca Northan. Starring Bruce Horak, Rebecca Northan 
Waylen Miki. The Third Space (11516-103 St), Jan. 22-25. 
Tickets available through TIX on the Square (420-1757/ 
tixonthesquare.ca) 





Bruce Horak, star and co-writer 
of This Is Cancer, has a warning 
for people going to see his show at 


Workshop West’s Canoe Theatre 
Festival this week: “Whatever you 
expect cancer to look like, this is 
not it.” 

It's not often you're called upon 
to imagine a disease in human form 
(let alone one that prompts such in 
tense emotional responses), and it's 
even rarer that you can actually get 
to know the disease personally. But 
Horak and director/co-writer Rebec- 
ca Northan let audiences spend an 
interactive evening with their vision 
of cancer: a slightly absurd narcissist 
with a penchant for lounge singing 

“The expression Rebecca uses is 
‘naked ego on parade,” Horak says 
in describing how they came up with 
the character. “‘Cancer as celebrity’ 
was a big part of the creation pro- 
cess. There were lots of figures that 
1 was incorporating — people like 
Mick Jagger, Bono, and to some de- 
gree Paris Hilton. They're all kind of 
in there.” 

Imagining the character in this way 
is a means of exploring how people 
respond to the disease when it has 
such a dominating presence. Though 
not strictly a one-man show, This 
Is Cancer is all about Horak’s em- 
bodiment of Cancer, a performance 
deliberately devised to provoke reac- 
tions, whether positive or negative, 

If you do choose to see the show 
and vocalize your opinion of Can- 
cer, don't expect the comment to go 
unnoticed. “The character does re- 
spond to the audience,” Horak says, 
“and that's kind of where the journey 
takes a whole other leap.” Even those 
who wish to remain silent may find 
themselves interacting with Cancer, 
something Horak acknowledges can 
be difficult for some viewers. “I’m 
drawing things out of them. And that 
can be a really terrifying thing for an 
audience to hear before they go into 
a show, ‘You may be called upon to 
participate.” 

“A big part of it is because it’s a ter- 
rifying subject,” he continues. “Go- 
ing in and seeing a show called This 
Is Cancer is frightening.” 

As someone who lost his father 
to cancer and a survivor of the dis- 
ease himself, Horak knows all too 









pint) 


What's Your Sign? | Canoe Theatre Festival star Bruce Horak’s 


well how grim the topic can be. He 
hopes that by giving a body to cancer 
he can provide a target for the anger 
and grief of people who have been 
affected by it. “You have an image of 
what the enemy's face is so you know 
what it is that you're attacking,” he 
says. “That's a big part of the heal- 
ing process, actually in” your mind 
giving a solid form to whatever that 
fear is.” 

Horak believes that the interaction 
between the audience and the char- 
acter of Cancer contributes to that 
relief. “For some people there’s a real 
catharsis gained by seeing a person 
up there, and having the opportunity 
to laugh at cancer.” 

The thought of seeing This Is 
Cancer and partaking in some of its 
improvised comedy may also attract 





is Cancer, PHOTO COURTESY OF WORKSHOP WEST 


a xe 2s 
viewers without any history with the 
disease, and Horak says he wants 
anyone in the audience to consider 
what they learn about themselves 
from the experience. 

“I hope that it’s not only cathartic 
for people who are going through it 
or loved ones of people who are go- 
ing through it, but for people who 
haven’t even come in contact with 
it,” he says. “I think there's a message 
there as well, because for two hours, 
they are in the room with Cancer. It’s 
an opportunity to face mortality. Hey 
man, who wouldn't pay 20 bucks 
for that?” 


Full information about the other 
shows at the Canoe Theatre 
Festival can be found at 
www.workshopwest.org. 
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CROSSTALK » VISUAL ARTS |390 words 


To Grandma’s House We Go 


bringing them into the realm of the 





Grandma's Boy | One of Peter Kingstone'’s many interviewees in 100 Stones About My Grandmother. IMAGE COURTESY 


OF LATITUDE S3GALLERY 





100 STORIES ABOUT MY 


WITH SEX-TRADE WORKERS? 





This week, Jill and Mandy return to 
Latitude 53 to take in Peter King 
stone’s exhibition !00 Stories About 
My Grandmother 


Jill: When you first walk into King- 


stone's current installation at Lati- 
tude’s main gallery space, it's like 
you're walking into Grandmas’ 
house, complete with ornate floral- 
patterned couches and _half-filled 
bowls of colourfully wrapped hard 
candy. Except this space is much, 
much sparser. 

Mandy: Those couches greatly 
endeared themselves to me. Also, 
the sheer number of doilies. Joy- 
ous kitsch aside, though, this is a 
very emotionally jarring exhibition 
Kingstone presents to us two seem- 
ingly disparate worlds: the world of 
Grandma, and the world of male sex 
trade workers 

Jill: | thought this was a really in- 
teresting concept: videotaping sex 
trade workers as they recall stories 
about their grandmothers, thereby 
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of the most bea 
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swim with dolphins, then stretch in the su 
What beffer way to spend reading week 


or fo surprise your sweetheart for an 


unforgettable Valentines Day, or Christmas gift 
Or to just recharge your sense of well being 


Yoga in Hawaii 


February 15th to 21st, 2009 


We will be staying at the beautiful kalani retreat center 
For more information please go to our website 


«www.shantiyoga.cae 


() SHANTI 


gS) YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 





28 = January 15 - January 21, 2009 - see magazine « edmonton 


everyday as well as portraying them 
as emotionally vulnerable. I'm really 


glad he stayed away from present- | 


ing his subject in a kind of negative 


fashion. Instead, he uses uplifting | 


memories and experiences that can 
be shared by everyone — his subjects 
and his audience alike. 

Mandy: Actually, the interviews 
that I listened to were not all that up- 


lifting. I mean, some were very sweet, | 
but the ones that really stuck with me | 


were kind of difficult to hear. A lot of 
kind of vague, dark recollections of 
some pretty hard-sounding women. 
One man in particular managed to 
both break my heart and piss me 
off. He had been brought up in fos- 
ter care, and his story wasn't about a 
grandmother, but was instead full of 
violent and angry imagery. 

Jill: 1 thought Kingstone could 


have pushed it: made the room more | 


Grandma-ish. I also thought that 
the show itself would have benefit- 
ted if Kingstone had taken the very 
stark contrast inherent in his subject 
matter and translated it somehow 
into the actual visuals. If someone 
were to go into the room and listen 
to the individuals without any prior 
knowledge of Kingstone’s statement, 
[ fear a lot of the meaning might 
be lost. 

Mandy: Ironically, that’s exactly 
what I did. I didn’t know the “sex- 
trade” connection of the interviewees 
until after 1 had already viewed the 
show. Is “interviewee” even the right 
word here? No, they're more like 
storytellers. Anyway, the stories felt 





powerful to me even before knowing | 


the exact context of the individuals | 


or intent of the artist 
Jill: And maybe that’s part of the 
point of the exhibition, too — to make 
people realize that these individuals 
| are, in fact, individuals who can't be 
| reduced to stereotypes of any kind. 
Still, | have to wonder what it might 


pect of the piece had been pushed 
| just a teensy bit further 

Mandy: It’s difficult to say. | 
| thought the fundamental esthetic 
| presentation was solid. Those couch- 
es are absolutely synonymous with 
| the idea of Grandma’s to me. But 
perhaps an alternative idea would be 
having actual grandmothers present, 
reading aloud transcripts of the vid- 
eotaped recordings? 

Jill: 1 thought it was a very inclu- 
sive show, considering the subject 
matter. The icing on the cake: some 
excellent couches, and Grandma- 
style hard candies! 

Mandy: That's it. Cage fight: 
Grandma vs. Grandma. Winner gets 
lifetime supply of doilies. 


100 Stories About My 
Grandmother will be on exhibit 
at Latitude 53 until Feb. 14. 





have been like if the installation as- | 


THEATRE REVIEW - ROBBING THE CRADLE - BY MARLISS WEBER | 499 words 


Baby Geniuses 





EDWARD ALBEE’S THE PLAY 
ABOUT THE BABYIS THE 
ALL-TIME GREATEST FRINGE 
PLAY THAT ISN’T ACTUALLY A 
FRINGE PLAY 





THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY 

Directed by Ryan Hughes. Written by Edward Albee. Starring 
Jon Lachlan Stewart, Ava Jane Markus, Coralie Caims, Steve 
Pirot. The Roxy (10708-124 St). To Jan 18. Tickets available 
through TIX on the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.ca). 
Kak KY 





Once upon a play there was a boy 
and a girl who had a baby. They exit 
stage left, make a lot of noise, a baby 
cries, and they come back, carrying 
a bundle in a white blanket. “There,” 


| the girl announces in a satisfied 





voice. The boy and the girl have 
a baby. 

Then they put the baby to sleep 
and have sex. A lot of sex. Most if 
it offstage. 

Then a mean, scary man and 
woman come by, talk about a lot of 
stuff about reality and perception 
and truth and threaten to take the 
baby away. The boy and girl are sad. 
Then the boy and girl get mad when 
the mean, scary couple tells them the 
baby doesn’t exist in the first place. 
Mad and sad. 

If Edward Albee weren't one of 
America’s most eminent Tony and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwrights, 
you'd think he was a pot-smoking 
college kid staying up late to craft the 
perfect Fringe script. 

Because The Play About the Baby 
is the perfect Fringe script. It’s got 
the holy trinity of Fringe success 
written all over it: nudity, violence, 
and deep thoughts, Not to mention 
the testing of taboos and theatrical 
convention. 

But what takes this script beyond 
the average _substance-induced 
Fringe play is its cohesiveness, its 


Fight! Fight! | Ava Jane Markus watches Jon Lachlan Stewart get his ass kicked in The Play About the Baby. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





brilliant dialogue, and its fascinating 
character arcs. Albee takes subject 
matter that could be trite, theatri- 
cal experimentation that could be 
old news, and lays it out for us in an 
intellectual maze that challenges the 
audience to, heaven forbid, think. It 
is a tangled web (or “wangled teb’) 
of stories and lies and half-truths 
that leaves us wondering — “Was 
there a baby?” Can we really be- 
lieve our own senses to determine 
the truth? 

Heady stuff performed by some 
of the city’s best actors. Ava Jane 
Markus and Jon Lachlan Stewart 
are beguiling as the innocent young 
couple. Both actors handle Albee'’s 
wordy and thematically tricky script 
with aplomb and their emotions are 
raw and real as they begin to under- 
stand the nightmare they find them 
selves in. Steve Pirot is The Man in 
every sense of the word, beautifully 
controlled and manipulating every 
scene he's in. Coralie Cairns is bril- 
liant as his female co-conspirator 
and as witty and charming as any 
cocktail party hostess. It is both 
actors’ wit and charm that make 
them terrifying — and wonderful - 
to behold. 

The simple set and lighting design 
allow the focus to be on the words 
and ideas on the stage, always en- 
hancing, never distracting from the 
big thoughts. In fact, one of the most 
memorable scenes takes place in total 
blackout: Steve Pirot lecturing about 
truth and perception. Any other ex 
perimental playwright would leave 
the lights off for a brief blip. But not 
Albee. Albee tests his audiences and 
expects more and more from them. 
And the more he raises the bar, the 
more audiences keep coming. 

So go to The Play About the Baby. 
Albee's got something to.say, bu! 
you've gotta be ready to listen. 
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EXHIBITS 


00 STOR STORIES ABOUT MY GRANDMOTHER LATITUDE 53, 
v4 106THST. JAN 9 - FEB 14 Video installation by Peter 
inestone focussing on sex trade workers and their relation- 
sig with their grandmothers. 
Mare ENLACHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 
ND AVE OCT 25 - APR 3 More than 120 examples of crafts- 
snship and design distinctive to the Mexican cowboy. Info: 
.soyalalbertamuseum.ca. 
p CULTURE RED GALLERY, 9627 WHYTE AVE. JAN 8 - APR 
49 il paintings by Christ! Bergstrom on Edmonton's car 
“qituelandscape. Info: www.redgallery.ca. 
roMMON CONTRAST MCMULLEN GALLERY, 
{g{40IIZTH ST. JAN 10- MAR 8 Black 
d white photography by The 
B yonochrore Guild. 
fROOKED HEAD LATITUDE 53, 
99248 106TH ST. JAN 9- FEB 14 
Paintings by Sean Montgomery fo- 
nsingon the issue of masculinity, 
if ESSENCE GALLERY AT MIL- 
p STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, 
IURCHILL SQUARE JAN 2 - JAN 30 
3tute photography by Sirilak Carter. 
IGROUP SHOW CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE 
NALBERTA, 9103 95TH AVE. JAN 5 - FEB 5 With works 
Hom more than 130 different artists including paintings, 
iyulptures and pottery. 
OME MUDDY WATERS, 8211 11TH ST, JAN 3- S4N 31 Photo 
pihibit by Ozgur Oner focusing on the theme of peace, 
stice, equality, dignity and humanity. 
HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE. NOV 
77-WAR8 An exhibition of footwear from the Bata Shoe 
(yseum. 
THEHORIZON AS IT SHOULD BEART GALLERY OF 
fA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, JAN 17- MAR 22 Digital 
ography exploring the relationship between people and 
es by John Freeman, 
NMAGINING SCIENCE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10 JASPER AVE. NOV 20 - FEB] Exhibit examining 
the impact of the rapidly changing world of genetics, 
inologies and human engineering and the chal- 
ges and controversies that come with it. Info: www. 
galleryalberta.com. 
NATEE MAMARIES FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE AVE 
(3-JAN 3] Mixed media installation by Mandy Espezel 
vis McEwen. 
JRACLE PENNIES HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD 
FLOOR, 10215 112TH ST. JAN 8 - FEB 14 Photography by 
ale Larson exploring the way that we construct meaning 


Is 


| consumer behavior, and secular mythologies. Info: www. 
| harcourthouse.ab.ca. 


HOT PICK 
DANCE . 
Stomp! 
The trashcan classic is back intown with 
a whole lot of new maves. 
Jan. 20-25 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


| www.workshopwest.org. 
| CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE, JAN 
| 8-JAN18 Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre 


| Monat8p.m. 
| LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE 


| TIONS DINNER THEATRE, #2553 WEST EDMONTON MALL, 


arts 


STRIP. BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMONTON MALL, Featur- 
ing professional & amateur comedians. No cover. Hosted by 
Lars Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 

PAT KILBANE THE COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET - WEST 
EDMONTON MALL, JAN 15 - JAN 18 With Keith Sarnoski and 
Sean Thompson. doors at 8 p.m. 

SIMON RAKOFF LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 
I37TH AVE. & 66TH ST, JAN 15 ~JAN 17 

TIM KOSLO COMEDY FACTORY, 408-3414 GATEWAY BLVD., 
JAN 15 - JAN I7 


] Richard Rosed directs Valerie Buhagias, Jerry Franken, 
Sophie Goulet, Janick Hebert, and Diana LeBlanc in Wajdi 
Mouawad's play about two siblings’ journey into their 
dead mother's past 

THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 
10329 83RD AVE. Weekly improv show 
hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Doors 
atlipm. 


‘DANCE 


STOMP JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 
11455 87TH AVE. EDMONTON, ALBER- 
TAJAN 20 - JAN 25 Wed-Thu at 8 p.m. 
Sat at 5:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Sun at p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. 


in contemporary culturet through the lenses of religion, 


COMEDY | 


BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP, 
BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMONTON 
MALL The best in Edmonton's comedy 
community. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 
(a/780-483-5999, 
DAN LEVY THE COMIC STRIP. 
BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMON- 
TON MALL JAN 21- JAN 23 With 
Marty Mclean and Shawn Gramiak 
Doors at 8 p.m 
HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE 
COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET - WEST 
EDMONTON MALL Amateur comedy. Info: 
www.thecomicstrip.ca/780-483-5999_ 
THE LION'S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT THE COMIC 


SYLVAIN VOYER: SURVEY 1957 - PRESENT ART GAL- 
LERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE. JAN 17 -MAR22 
Paintings by Sylvain Voyer spanning his 50-year career. 
STRENGTH, DUTY, HONOUR HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 
JRO FLOOR, 10215 TIZTH ST. JAN 18 - FEB 14 Featuring 
Politically charged illustrative posters by local artist Spyder 
Yardley-Jones. Info: www-harcourthouse.ab.ca. 
WANDERINGS STEPPES GALLERY, 1259 9IST ST. DEC 4 - FEB 
3 Photography by by Karen Robinson. 


THEATRE 


CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL JAN 20 
- JAN 25 Workshop West presents five 
days of theatre in two venues. Third | 
Space (11516 103 St.): Scraping the 
Surface by Lyle Victor Albert runs 
Jan 21,24 and 25. This Is Cancer by 
Bruce Horak and Rebecca Northan 
tuns Jan 22, 24 and 25. Second Play- 
ing Space (Timms Centre for the Arts, 
87 Ave. & 112 St.): One by Jason Carew 
runs Jan 20, 22, and 25. Body Fragments by 
Theaterlabor runs Jan 21,23 and 24. Maggie Now (Part 
1) by Theatre Prospero runs Jan 23-25. Showtimes and info 


HOT PICK 
THEATRE 


Scorched 
Richard Rose directs this tale of two 
siblings discovering their mom's past. 
ToFeb.1 
CITADEL THEATRE 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS (CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 


Workshop West Theatre 2008-2009 Season 
WYAUVAN VAN LO) @4s10) OM ony ame) ge 


WW 


CANOE THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 


Adventurous, critically acclaimed theatre 
from Edmonton and the world. 


featuring the top troupes of the Canadian improv scene. 
Doors at Tl p.m. 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE. An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 


| PERFORMING ARTS, #1 ALEXANDRA PARK LEDUC, AB, JAN 
18 Doors at 2p. 
PIRATES OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN II JUBILA- 


8882 I70TH ST. NOV 6-JAN 24 Jubilations dinner theatre 
presents a spoof of Disney's Pirates of the Caribbean. 
Directed by Randy Apostle. 

THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY ROXY THEATRE, 10708 
124TH ST. JAN 8 - JAN 18 Ryan Hughes directs Coralie Cairns, 
Steve Pirot, Ava Jane Markus, and Jon Lachlan Stewart in 
Edward Albee’s Pulitzer Prize-nominated play about two 


| young parents and their child. 


ROBIN HOOD HORIZON STAGE, 315 JESPERSON AVE. SPRUCE} 
GROVE, AB, JAN 17 Family matinee starts at 2 p.m. 
SCORCHED CITADEL THEATRE, 9828 101A AVE,, JAN 10-FEB 


p MAPLE 


CHANCES 
TO WIN! 


HILTON 

ee 

RANCE ZDUUNICH 
BILL MOSELEY 


Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


780-420-1757 
www.tixonthesquare.ca 


January 20 - 25 


Performed at The Third Space, 11516 - 103 Street 
and Second Playing Space, vofA Timms Centre 


visit www.workshopwest.org for a full schedule 


win your chance to receive a copy of: 
REPO! THE GENETIC OPERA 
enter to win@see.greatwest.ca 


+ CONTESTANTS MAY NOT HAVE WON A PRIZE FROM SEE MAGAZINE IN THE LAST 30 DAYS. 
+sFOR FULL CONTEST DETAILS GO TO SEEMAGAZINE.COM 
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The Reunited Mates Of America 








What's the name of the first person 
to fly the Atlantic Ocean solo? Easy. 

Charles Lindbergh, right? What's 
the name of the second person to fly 
the Atlantic Ocean solo? Not as easy 
to answer that one, is it? (It was Bert 
Hinkler, in case you’re wondering.) 
This example comes from the No 

2 law in The 22 Immutable Laws of 
Marketing, a.k.a. The Law of Leader- 
ship: It’s better to be first than it is to 
be better. 

According to Nancy Kalish, author 
of Lost & Found Lovers: Facts and 
Fantasies of Rekindled Romances, 
the same principle often works with 
first loves. Others may follow, but it's 
the first one that sticks 


There's something unique about 
that first bond. The person knows 
you from a more innocent time, and 
in a way that no one can ever know 
you again — that is, before you got 
all warped and cynical about love. 
And often, early relationships split 
up for reasons beyond your control, 
like disapproving parents, distance, 
or simple life circumstances. That's 
why Kalish warns parents not to be 
too dismissive of a teenager's “puppy 
love.” That puppy may bite them on 
the ass later on in life. 

You have to be careful messing 


lost love. “I try to calm them down,” 
Kalish says, “and tell them that it's 
not due to any failing on their part 
— they just came second is all.” Oth- 
ers have told her they decided not to 
look up a lost love after reading her 
book because it made them realize 
they didn’t want to open up a can 
of worms 

These days, Google and social net- 
working sites like Facebook make 
it even easier to casually look up 
past loves — but doing so can be 
dangerous. Make sure you know 
what you're getting into, Kalish 


Then again, reuniting with a lost 
love can turn out to be a fabulous 
thing. Among the 1,001 people Kal- 
ish surveyed for her book who had 
reunited with a lost love, the divorce 
rate for those who had remarried 
their first love was 1.5 per cent — 
slightly better odds than the rest of 
the population with its 50 per cent 
divorce rate. 

And, it seems, it’s never too late to 
reconnect. 

One guy Kalish spoke to left his 
girlfriend to go fight in the First 
World War. He decided it wasn't fair 


eo EE eee 


AMONG THE 1,001 PEOPLE NANCY KALISH SURVEYED WHO HAD REUNITED 
WITH A LOST LOVE, THE DIVORCE RATE FOR THOSE WHO HAD REMARRIED THEIR 
FIRST LOVE WAS 1.5 PER CENT — SLIGHTLY BETTER ODDS THAN THE REST 
OF THE POPULATION, WITH ITS 50 PER CENT DIVORCE RATE. 
bo 


with early loves, warns Kalish. It's a 
powerful connection that can really 
throw you for a loop. Kalish has seen 
people leave their marriages after in- 
nocently looking up a lost love and 
realizing they wanted to be together 
again. She gets letters from jilted 
spouses, blaming her for the fact that 
their husband decided to look up a 


warns. Before you go looking or 
consider making contact, be aware 
that your reunion may stir up feel- 
ings that interfere with current re- 
lationships. The person might not 
be open to hearing from you again. 
The fantasy you've been living with 
in your head might not match up 
to reality. 


to ask his girlfriend to wait for him, 
so he wrote her a letter and told her 
he got married while overseas. She 
was furious but eventually news got 
back that he had died during the war 
so she moved on with her life and 
remarried. Turns out the guy hadn't 
died and eventually came back, found 
out she was married, and left it at 





























that. Years later, he heard her hy. 
band had died and decided to t 
to her town and call her. She 
blind by this point and thought }, 
was dead so it took some convinciy, 





to make her believe it was him. Sh¢ 
asked him some questions whose ay, 
swers only he would know. 

“He told me the first question go, 
him in the door, the second ques 
tion got him to the couch, and | 
the third question, things got a 
friendlier,” laughs Kalish. They’: 
in their 80s now and _ happily 
married. 

Some stories don’t have such , 
happy ending. Kalish spoke to ong 
older couple that reunited and ma 
ried at age 95. Tragically, they wer 
only married five weeks when the 
had a car accident that left the 
both hospitalized and then in a nurs 
ing home to recover. He developed 
fever eight weeks later and died. Shi 
left the nursing home to live with ha 
brother to recuperate. 

But I suppose, to put a twist on Al 
fred Lord Tennyson's famous w 
Tis better to have loved and lost 
and found and loved again for fi 
weeks, than to have died wondering 
“what if?” 
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SLATE'S CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS ON RICK WARREN AND THE 
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SWVAGELOVE DAN SAVAGE 
AS THE OBAMA INAUGURATION 





|'m going to Barack Obama's in- 
guguration in Washington, D.C., 
on Jan. 20. I've spent eight years, 
one month, one week, and one 
day waiting for this. (But who's 
counting?) However, I am look- 
ing for suggestions for a respect- 
ful way to protest the participa- 
tion of Rick Warren. As a lifelong 
Episcopalian, I really don’t want 
to engage in an antireligious pro- 
test. (FWIW: I was annoyed with 
some of the antireligious people 
at the anti-8 rallies. We need all 
our allies for this fight, so don't 
trash the engaged, progressive re- 
ligious folk!) 

While my friends want me to 
throw shoes, that ain’t gonna 
happen. Ideally, I'd like a peace- 
ful, gracious way to protest War- 
ren’s participation that won't 


Faithful Obama Girl 


Whatever you do, FOG, don’t do 
those things you, um, already said 
ou don’t want to do. No one should 
00 or throw shoes or do anything 
isruptive. The American Taliban 
love to pretend that they're the per- 
ecuted ones around here, and boo- 
ing or throwing shoes or even just 
ning your back on Warren — the 
y hatin’, right-wing Christian bigot 
arack Obama invited to give the in- 
ocation at his inauguration — will 
variably be spun as an attack on 
ople of faith, as a vicious assault 
n prayer itself, as the moral equiva- 
nt of a syphilitic rent boy pissing 
irectly into the open mouth of a 
ing baby Jesus. 

Instead, borrow a page from those 
ng-suffering gay Catholics. To 
gister their displeasure with the 
ope’s revealing obsession with gay 
%, Say marriage, and gay shoes (the 
Cuchebag wears Prada), some gay 


arren’s participation could coordi- 
ate a similar sartorial protest? Ev- 
One wear a button with that rain- 
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And speaking of Rick Warren, pas- 
tor of Saddleback Church and author 
of The Purpose Driven Life ... 

My life's purpose over the last week 
was reading thousands of proposed 
new definitions for “saddleback- 
ing” sent in by my readers, As with 
the new definition of “santorum” 
crafted by Savage Love readers (“the 
frothy mix of lube and fecal mat- 
ter that is sometimes a byproduct 
of anal sex”), the new definition of 
“saddlebacking” has to be some act 
that (1) needs a name but doesn't al- 
ready have one (we can't just rename 
people) and (2) is 
naughty enough to discomfort, say, 
a Reverend Warren, but something 
that actual people might actually do 
because that's the only way the actual 
word will actually get used. 

So I’ve disqualified proposed defi- 
nitions that were too literal (“putting 


“reverse cowgirl,” 


an actual saddle on someone's actual 
back and actually riding them”), too 
gross (“to crap on someone's back 
and then sit on it, moving forward 
and back while making horseriding- 
related noises like ‘giddyap!’ and 
‘whoa!'"), too complicated (“one 
person on all fours with a strap-on 
strapped to their midsection, a sec- 
ond person riding said strap-on, 
and a third person hitting the first 
person from behind while holding 
on for dear life/giving a handjob to 
the second person”), or too bitter 
(“when you give someone some kind 
of basic human right, like marriage, 
and then take it away again after a 
few months”). Here are the proposed 
definitions that made the cut 

(1) Logically, if “barebacking” 
means having butt sex with no con- 
dom, then “saddlebacking” should 
mean having butt sex with a con- 
dom. 

(2) Saddleback (verb): to submit 
someone to any kind of humiliating, 
unreciprocal sex act, either literally 
or metaphorically, consented to by 
passive partner due to submissive/ 
masochistic tendencies, desire for 


approval, or other darker motive 
Eg, 


letting Rick Warren saddleback him 


“I don’t know why Obama is 


into presiding over his inaugura 
tion.” 

(3) The saddleback position in- 
volves placing your lubed dick be- 
tween the butt cheeks of your part- 
ner. This position can be performed 
on your sides or on top of a facedown 
partner (maybe with a pillow under 
his or her hips). My favorite way of 
finishing up the saddlebacking is to 
lift up and come on my wife’s sweaty 
back. The saddleback is a nice com- 
promise position when your partner 
won't allow anal entry. 

(4) To saddleback is to rail against 
gay sex in public while secretly in- 
dulging in the same in private. Ted 
Haggard? Total saddlebacker. Larry 
Craig? Saddlebacker. Rick Warren? 
Probably a saddlebacker. 

(5) “Saddlebacking” should be the 
term for the phenomenon of Chris- 
tian teens engaging in unprotected 
anal sex in order to preserve their 
virginities. “After attending the Pu- 
rity Ball, Heather and Bill saddle- 
backed all night because she’s saving 
herself for marriage.” Please, please 
adopt this definition! 

(6) Saddleback (verb): to ejaculate 
on the back of a partner at the culmi- 
nation of doggystyle anal sex. 

(7) Before being invited to give the 
invocation, Mr. Warren was most 
noted for his book The Purpose Driv- 
en Life. Therefore, “to saddleback” is 
to fuck with a purpose, i.e., to procre- 
ate. A heterosexual couple asked if 
they're trying to have children could 


reply, “No, we're not ready for kids | 


yet, but we'll probably start saddle- 
backing next year.” 

Those are the nominees, ladies 
and gentlemen. But before we open 
the polls for a vote — you're going to 
pick the winning definition! — let me 
quickly handicap the candidates: 

(1) I like the idea that “sex” is un- 
derstood to include condoms and that 


sex without condoms — bareback sex 


HLL ee eececccecccccc oy 





INAUGURATION “IF WE MUST HAVE AN OFFICIATING PRIEST, LET IT BE SOME DIGNIFIED OLD HYPOCRITE... AND NOT A TREE-SHAKING 
HUCKSTER WHO BELIEVES THAT MILLIONS OF HIS FELLOW CITIZENS ARE HELLBOUND BECAUSE THEY DO NOT MEET HIS OWN LOW AND VULGAR STANDARDS.” 


How Would You Define Saddlebacking? 


- needs a special term. But tons of 
“saddleback 
ing” should be the opposite of “bare- 


people suggested that 
backing,” so here it is 

(2) Seems a bit tortured and un 
likely to come into common us- 
age, but I like the point the reader 
is making with this definition, so | 
included it. 

(3) Technically this kind of ass- 
fuckery — buttcheek-fucking a la 
titty-fucking, with no actual penetra 
tion — is a form of frottage, but like 
a woman doing a man in the butt 
with a strap-on dildo (dubbed “peg- 
ging” by Savage Love readers), this 
particular brand of rubbing off could 
use a name of its own 

(4) One of my favorites — but does 
a Haggard or Craig tumble out of the 
closet often enough for the term to 
come into use? 

(5) Hilarious — and an entirely 
appropriate way to honor Reverend 
Warren, who is a proponent of ab- 


stinence education, the “sex ed” that 
has convinced so many Christian 
girls and boys that buttfucking isn't 
actually sex 

(6) Acommon move — and not just 
in porn — that could use a name 

(7) Makes sense, so here it is. But 
I imagine Warren would approve of 
this definition — except when lesbi- 
ans used it, (Even you, Melissa €.!) 

Okay, Savage Love readers, “sad- 
dlebacking” is in your hands now. 
Vote for your favorite definition from 
the list of nominees by sending an e- 
mail to saddleback@savagelove.net 
“saddleback” and 


the number of your preferred defini- 


You must include 


tion in the subject line to have your 

vote count (“saddleback: 1,” “saddle- 

back: 2,” etc.). Vote now! 

Download the Savage Lovecast 

(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at thestranger.com/savage. 


mail@savagelove.net 
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190. Announcements 


PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $259. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


00. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


2X2 EXPLOSION. Finally, a sim- 
ple income plan that really works. 
Perfect cost $ Perfect plan $ Per- 
fect timing! By the time you've 
tead this ad - we will have 
eamed, at least another $540.! 
Just launched - Don't miss out! 
www. NextGenerationRich- 
@s.com., 


FOR SALE: Tack Store “One 
More Time Tack” used and con- 
signment tack store. Building in- 
ventory and clientele, $15,000, 
403-782-2540. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-821-2569. 


MY BUSINESS is exploding! | 
need help! Will train. Cail 
1-800-732-2571, leave message. 


9700. Support Groups 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
HELP LINE 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
If you want to stop using, we can 
help. Local: (780) 421-4429 or 
Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 


410. Education/Training 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training. Monthly courses begin 
March 9. Dozer, grader, excava- 
tor, loader, scraper, rock truck. 
Tuition is $9700. Practicum 
Training Institute 306-955-0079; 
www. practicumtraininginsti- 
tute.ca. Email: pti@sasktel.net. 





MASSAGE CAREER. Highly re- 
garded, progressive school. 
Graduate with confidence! Free 
gift with enrollment by January 
15/09. 403-346-1018; www.alber- 
tainstituteofmassage.com. 


LED Trades 


FIRST CHOICE COLLISION re- 
quires journeymen autobody 
technician for our car and light- 
truck division, 27/hr+bonus and 
benefits. Call Rob 403-343-3237 
or fax resume to 403-343-2160 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industria! Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor tear at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Westem Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Lac La Biche, Camrose and Ed- 
son. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada's top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
if you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; sneeves@brandt- 
tractor.com. 


COLLISION TECHNICIAN re- 
quired. Aggressive wages based 
on experience. Health benefits. 
Very busy shop with great oppor- 
tunities. Checkout Thompson at 
www.thompson.ca. Call Doug 
1-204-778-5850. Email: hayesau- 
to@mts.net. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, Trottier 
Trucking and TJM Oilfield, three 
EnerMax companies, are current- 
ly seeking Class 1 & 3 drivers 
and vacuum drivers. Fax resume 
to 780-523-5833. 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! Become 
certified as a heavy equipment 

in 12 weeks and earn 
$60K - $100K. Many sources of 














1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ENSIGN CANADIAN Drilling, is 
currently looking for Top Drive 
Field Technicians. The position of 
Field Technician offers a wide va- 
riety of work and the potential for 
growth in the organization. The 
primary responsibilities for this 
position include all operational 
aspects on Varco and Tesco Top 
Drive units, working on our drill- 
ing rig sites throughout Westem 
Canada. Previous experience 
with Varco or Tesco Top Drive 
Units is preferred. Please submit 
your resume with related experi- 
ence and references to: Ensign 
Recruitment Center, 2000 - 4 
Street, Nisku, AB, T9E 7W6. Fax 
number. 780-955-6160. Email: 
hr@ensignenergy.com. Attention: 
Barbara. 


FULL-TIME BAKER. Bonus, 
good benefits in Vermilion, Wain- 
wright, Alberta. Experience re- 
quired. Good references. Apply: 
Eastalta Co-op Ltd.. Attention: 
Dave, 5013 - 51 Ave., Vermilion, 
AB, T9X 1B2. Phone 
780-853-5335. 





GREAT EMPLOYMENT opportu- 
nity with NWT construction com- 
pany. Financial Controller with 
experience working in the con- 
struction industry. Will consider 
husband/wife team with  fi- 
nance/construction experience. 
Send resume to: weitzel@north- 
westel.net or fax 867-777-2981 





NEWALTA, based in Medicine 
Hat, requires vacuum truck driv- 
ers for on-site services, land 
spraying drilling fluids from rig 
sites throughout Alberta. Quali- 
fied candidates eligible for pay in- 
centives up to $7500. Class 1-3 
drivers with 18 speed experience, 
holding all safety courses an as- 
set. Fax resume 403-548-8136 
Email: _westerncareers@newal- 
ta.com. Ref. #08-1077 


OUR LARGE farm team needs a 
mechanic/operator to help repair, 
maintain, and operate large farm 
equipment. Formal training not 
required Contact Brett at 
306-741-7737 or send resume to 
fax 306-778-3938 or email: am- 
berfield@sasktel.net. 


OUTLET TRAINERS wanted. 50 
year old distribution company 
seeking individuals wanting more 
time, freedom and money. Free 
training. Work from home; In- 
fo@www.xir88.com. 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper  busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.aw- 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 





SILVERTIP OILFIELD Services 
Inc. of Manning, Alberta is cur- 
rently seeking a licensed opera- 
tor to run a 30 ton picker in the oil 
patch in Northern Alberta. Posi- 
tion requires safety tickets and 
Class 1 licence. Interested appli- 
cants can contact us by phone 
780-836-3792. Fax 
780-836-2843 or email:  ti- 
poil03 @telus.net 


SKILLED EQUIPMENT Opera- 
tors needed to instruct. Want to 
improve your skills as an instruc- 
tor with regular hours and week- 
ends off, fax resume to 
780-678-2274; www.heavymetal- 
training.com. 





SKYWAY is hiring experienced 
journeyman scaffolders through- 
out Alberta. Training and ad- 
vancement for 1 - 4 year appren- 
tices through our scaffolding 
training programs. Fax resume to 
780-413-8012 


SPRUCE POINT Park Camp- 
ground and Marina is hiring man- 
agement and staff positions, May 
to September 2009 season. All 
departments: Marina store, kitch- 
en, gatehouse, groundskeepers, 
maintenance. Send resume; 


Board of Directors, Spruce Point ' 


Park Association, Box 276, Kinu- 


so, AB, TOG 1KO. Fax 
780-775-3810 or email: spruce- 
pointpark@gmail.com. 





VACUUM TRUCK Operator. Full- 
time. Class 3 required. Drilling rig 
work. Top wages. Call 
780-853-7274, Viper Enterprises 
Inc. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


WANTED BED TRUCK, picker 
operator and winch operator. Fax 
resume along with Class | ab- 
stract picker lift ticket and other 
oilfield safety related tickets to 
780-778-2918. 


WANTED for winter work - expe- 
rienced dozer and track hoe op- 
erators for forestry contract; rip- 
per plow experience an asset. 
Must have a valid drivers licence. 
Camp job located in Alberta. 
Competitive wages dependent on 
experience, plus room and board. 
Apply in writing to: Bryden Con- 
struction and Transport Co. Inc., 
Box 209, Boyle, AB, TOA OMO 
Email: brydenconstruction@ sask- 
telnet. 








YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD: 
Professionally removed, Only 
Pardon Services Canada has 
been helping Canadians with dis- 
crete, efficient service for 20 
years. Call 1-8-NOW PARDON 
1-866-972-7366; www.RemoveY- 
ourRecord.com. 

1600. Volunteers Wanted 
Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 





Committee members and ‘day of’ 
volunteers needed for Brain Tu- 
mour Foundation of Canada Ed- 
monton 09 Spring Sprint event.t 
For more information visit 
www.braintumour.ca and click on 
“how to help” or email 
devanoff@keldar.ca.t Committee 
meets once per month and 
amount of work depends on role 
taken 


Edmonton Fashion Week is look- 
ing for male, female and children 
models for run way shows and 
editorial, Go see @ Planet Ze 
Design Center Sat., Jan. 10th 
from 4pm-6pm & Jan. 17th for 
4pm- 6pm 10055 80th Ave. 
www.edmontoniashionweek.com 





Help to broadcast news national- 
ly for the blind and print-restrict- 
ed! Email edmonton@voice 
printcanada.com or call 
780-451-8331 





Looking for volunteers and mar- 
keting personal. 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com 





OSYS is looking for help in music 
and art area either through dona- 
tions of supplies or instructianal 
time. We are mainly looking for a 
voice instructor. Please email 
nkennedy @osys.ca 

or 496-5947 


Seeking videographer to shoot 
interviews on January 20. Must 
have expertise in lighting and 
sound, and access to equipment. 
This is unpaid but with possibility 
for business partnership. Contact 
elaine @actingandtheatre.com. 





St. John Ambulance currently 
seeks volunteers interested in 
gaining medical knowledge and 
experience, 
comserv_ed@stjohn.ab.ca 





The Women Gathering event 
offersta weekend of workshops, 
music, dance, marketplace, arts, 
and more . . ‘ we want respon- 
sible, dedicated women to help 
make our event happen 
http:/www.womengathering.com 
www.womet .com 
780-439-9039 for more details. 





You've heard about it - have you 
done it yet? Volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton, 
www.hth.org or (780) 479-3566. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA RE- 
SEARCH STUDY 

t 

Looking for young adults be- 
tween the ages of 18 to 30 who 
-Engaged in self-cutting, self- 
burning, self-hitting/punching etc. 
when they were between the 
ages of 14 to 24 AND 

-Engaged in self-cutting, self- 
burning, self-hitting/punching etc. 
‘on a recurrent basis. 
+ 

| am conducting interviews as 
part of my graduate research to 
learn the stories of how individu- 
als began engaging in deliberate 
self-harm and to understand the 
stories of how it continued or per- 
sisted. All interviews will be confi- 
dential. Being in this study would 
involve two face-to-face audio- 
taped interviews in which | will in- 
vite you to “tell your story”. You 
will then be able to read this story 
and talk about it further. 
If you would like to talk about 
your experience, please contact 
Mandy at: 
myork @ualberta.ca 
t 
The plan for this study has been 
reviewed for its adherence to 
ethical guidelines and approved 
by the Faculties of Education, Ex- 
tension and Augustana Research 
Ethics Board (EEA REB) at the 
University of Alberta. For ques- 
tions regarding participant rights 
and ethical conduct of research, 
contact the Chair of the EEA 
REB at (780) 492-3751 


1700. Employment Wanted 


NANNIES/CAREGIVERS | skilled 
workers/labourers. Overseas 
workers (nannies, construction 
workers, truck drivers and so 
much more) are seeking employ- 
ment in Canada. All are well 
trained and/or experienced in 
their field. Phone Worldwide 
Caregivers Inc. 780-709-0005; 
www.worldwidecaregivers.ca. 


1800. Employment Services 


Drivers: Home Most Weekends 
50 cpm! Fantastic Benefits. Re- 
ferral Bonus. Western provinces. 
3 yrs. Super B exp. 
780-960-5553 Fax: 
780-962-8093 


003. Artists Wanted 


Icon hair gallery (dtown) Is look- 
ing for artists to showcase their 
work on ourwalls, Photos, prints, 
paints, personal expression, con- 
tact Serai @780.426.1021 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors wanted, male & female, 
for full-length independent film, to 
be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009. This is a 
non-paying gig but great experi- 
ence. If interested contact 
thefilmproject@ hotmail.com with 
your experience." 


Custom art frames with or with- 
out canvas. Any size can be 
done, Planet Ze Design Center 
780-994-8659 





Guitar lessons, Mandolin and 
Ukele $20/hr. Tony 484-6806. 





The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 
asfilmfest@gmail.com 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Arti- 
san Market. Please contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca or call 
780-426-2122 ext 234 for more 
information. FINAL DEADLINE 
April 15, 2009. Join us, June 
19-July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Chalk Art Con- 
test. Prizes to be won!!! Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival 
Theme HEAT! DEADLINE is 
June 1, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
application or contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca Join us, June 19 - 
July 1, 2009. 


005. Artist to Artist 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Smaller than a 
Breadbox Exhibit. Base your en- 
try on the 2009 Festival theme 
HEAT! DEADLINE is May 1, 
2009. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or con- 
tact Amber at 

amber.rooke @theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Street 
Stage. DEADLINE is February 
15, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
applications or email 

dawn @theworks.ab.ca Join us, 
June 19 - July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting submissions for 
2011 festival exhibit. DEADLINE 
is August 25, 2009. To download 
applications, please visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca or contact 
Amber Rooke at 

amber.rooke @theworks,ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009 


2010. Musicians Available 


Electric bass player available for 
working band or funky originals. 
Specialize in slap technique. 31 
years old, great gear, neat in ap- 
pearance, Call Rod at 
780-232-6373 








Experienced steel guitar player 
and drummer looking to join old 
time country. If interested call 
780-962-2245 


Live band “Trillions” booking for 
2009. Quality 3 piece band clas- 
sic rock, CCR and ZZ Top Great 
band/great price. Phone TK En- 
terprises 780-966-7394 








Local country/rock band with im- 
mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Contact John at 
www.killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


020. Musicians Wanted 


20 female singer, VERY interest- 
ed in creating/joining a band. My 
pref Rock/Blues/grunge/old mu- 
sic. Influence: Metallica, System 
of a down, Nirvana, Godsmack, 
Led Zeppelin, Amy Winehouse, 
Etta James etc. Age pref: 18-35. 
Very dedicated. Mature, open- 
minded, creative. Please contact 
Julie (7804876699/7808607993) 
or evilshanelle666@msn.com 
Rock and Roll!!! 





3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 


Aggressive rock band GET BENT 
seeking second guitarist to com- 
plete this four piece pro level pro- 
ject. If you are serious about 
playing and gigging please call. 
418-2214 


Bass player wanted to relocate in 
Medicine Hat, to join various pro- 
jects. Long hair, 25+. Call Hart 
Bachmier. 403-977-9316 





Cellisttneeded for original project 
with a male/female share of the 
lead vocals and mostly acoustic 
guitar/bass. | would like to find a 
versatiletcellist who could play a 
variety of styles and, preferably, 
a variety of instruments. Vocals 
would be an asset. Contact Reu- 
ben at 780-710-5456 or mailto: 
panda,pro@hotmail.com 

panda, pro@hotmail.com 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


DRUMMER WANTED. 
Up and coming alternative rock 
band looking for a committed and 
open minded drummer to jam 
twice a week, Getting ready to 
start playing shows early this 
summer. Please call Paul at 
984-5740 if you are interested. 





Funk/Groove Machine seeks 
charismatic male vocalist.tCall 
Dan @780.905.5191 





GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues. 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
780 436-1127 





Have band, need drummer. Be- 
tween ages 25-45. Top 40 music. 
The Foo's, The Goo's, The 
Trews. 780-634-1120 leave 
message. 





KivHand drummer needed for 
original project with a male/e- 
male share of the lead vocals 
and mostly acoustic guitar/bass. | 
would like to find a versatile per- 
cussionist who could play a varie- 
ty of styles and, preferably, a va- 
riety of instruments. Vocals would 
be an asset. Contact Reuben at 
780-710-5456 or mailto: 

panda.pro@hotmail.com 

panda.pro@hotmail.com 


Local underground music venue 
opens its doors to the entire city, 
here's your chancetfor an Open 
Mic night Sunday Jan 4th be- 
tween 3pm to 11pm with The 
Mead Hall!t10940 - 166 At 
Street Edmonton, Alberta. 18+ 
only! Offers a wide range of 
beers and brews as part of the 
Better Beer Bureau! tLarge 
stage, good sound system & lots 
of room, Bring your own instru- 
ments! Everyone and every type 
of music welcome! 





Looking for an indie rock style, 
folkish drummer. Influences 
Weezer, Modest Mouth. Call 
Jake at 780-235-0821 


Looking for experienced bass 
player for three piece for heavy 
alternative rock band. able to jam 
few times a week. if interested 
call mat at 780-937-1588 





Professional rock band is looking 
for a powerful frontman/lyricist to 
complete 6 piece rock act. For 
auditions call: 995-6660 





Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 





Singer, drummer and bassist 
seek experienced guitarist and 
keyboardist for part time pop rock 
cover project. We're into a taste- 
ful blend of 80's, 90's and mod- 
ern rock. Strong vocals and pro- 
fessional gear is essential. Down- 
town rehearsal space set up. 
Contact Kevin 780-908- 9696, or 
Thane 780-756-8433. 


Singer, song writer, guitar player 
seeks drummer, bass, and guitar. 
www.makingamonster.com 
Influenced by Smashing Pump- 
kins, Pearl Jam, REM, The Beat- 
les. Contact Scott 721-1688 


Singer wanted for heavy groove 
band.t Must have own gear if 
you can play rhythm guitar it 
would be an asset but not neces- 
sary.t Please call Paul or Steve 
@ 780-619-9553 or 932-6991 





Drummer, bass or guitar player 
available. All styles. Phone 
619-2474 
kelsey_thomson@hotmail.com 





Drummer wanted for established 
youth rock band. Playing mostly 
covers.t Influences: Van Halen, 
Iron Maiden, Wolfmother, Scor- 
pions etc. 

Has to be reliable+ We have 
great practice place on the north 
side with pro gear available.tCall 
Eric at 780-456-6509 


Drummer wanted for established 
youth rock band. Playing mostly 
covers.t Influences: Van Halen, 
Iron Maiden, Wolfmother, Scor- 
pions etc. 

Has to be reliable+ We have 
great Practice place on the north 
side with pro gear available.tCall 
Eric at 780-456-6509 





~ 


Singer/songwriter seeks solid 
original, hard rock band or 
players to form. Serious, good at- 
titude, good gear a must. Call 
780-996-3571 





Slash Wanted for GNR tribute, 
pro gear, experience and vocals 
required; email to: 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





URGENTLY NEEDED! 

Are you a pro drummer? Tired of 
going no where? Original rock 
band seeking reliable band mate. 
www.myspace.com/jfrproject 
Call JF 819-2618 





WANTED Bass player for original 
band. Straight ahead rock stuff, 
nothing too complex. Limited ex- 
perience welcome, with an em- 
phasis on holding down the 
groove. Call Joe at. 780-908-9205 


2020. Musicians Wantey 


Trincan is a Caribbean Stee! 
Band and has played all over A\ 
berta. It's a Great place to mec, 
new people, have some laughs 
and have TONS of fun. 


This band has been in Edmonto, 
for almost 25 years, We have 
played at the opening of Phase ; 
@ West Edmonton Mall, Heritag. 
Days, Cariwest Festival, Cariteg, 
Festival in Calgary, Weddings 
and Private Events. Trincan is 
ONE OF THE BEST STEEL 
BANDS IN EDMONTON. 

For more info: Cecil @ 780 886 
6792 or 780 939 6658. 
Website: www.trincansteel.org 
The practice times are: Every Fy. 
day @ 8:00pm-10:00, Sundays 
@ 2:00pm-4:00pm(Unless any oj 
those two days falls on a holiday) 


200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 

registered massage therapis\. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heid) 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) _ 











































Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Ta: 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, Massage 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas) 
sage. 20 years experience. Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist, Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


Auctions 


LEE BROTHERS _ Hi-Pertor 
mance Specialties Ltd., 6758 
Ave., Red Deer, Alberta, Tues 
day, January 20, 2009, 10 a 
Selling complete automotive en 
gine rebuild shop, automotive if 
auto shop equipment, new sloc\ 
cores & used stock & office 
shelving. 10% buyers fee. Sa 
www.montgomeryauctions.co 
for more information. ©: 
1-800-371-6963. 


Misc. For Salt 


$38.95 HOME phone service 
Reconnect your home phone! 
one refused - $38.95 monthly 
$18.95 one time activation 
$18.95 unlimited long distane 


Call Choice Tel 10 
1-888-333-1405; = www.chok= 
tel.ca. 


A FREE Telephone Service - 
your first month free. Bad cred 
don't sweat it. No deposits. 


credit checks. Call Freed 
Phone Lines today. Toll 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Ree! 
nection. Bad credit - no proble 
Call Tembo Telecom and 
about our new customer spec 
Sign up online and save 4 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.< 


AT LAST! An iron filter © 
works. IronEater! Fully pate 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes '@ 
hardness, sulfur, smell, man 
nese from well water. Si 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG 'R0 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


BUILDING SALE! “Rock bot? 
prices". Beat next incres 
25X40 $6,190. 30X50 $7: 
35X60 $12,400. 40X60 $15. 
60X100 $36,800. Others! Pio’ 
Steel 


CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 
containers. Also Reet 
available. Weather, Bug and 
dent proof for storage. 
available. Excellent con 
Clean city rated 91" 
780-307-4656, 


SA Oiiy thetic tics onicdensieimmaamie oo 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


4210. Misc. For Sale 
FROM HIRING to Firing. Save 
yourselt frustration, time and 


money by learning to managing 

ple better. Practical Books for 
new OF seasoned supervisors; 
www. silvercreekpress.ca. 


, 
& H TRAILER SALE. Bow Val- 
jey Ford, Canmore, Alberta. Dis- 
counts to $4,100. Cargos/flat- 
peds/car haulers/goosenecks 
and more! 1-800-403-0084 ext. 
957 or alan_way@bowvalley- 
ford.com. Selling fast, don't de- 


iby! 


ee 
METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
89 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Bulld- 
fers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


ee ee 
W FULLY LOADED computer 
is09.99/month! In-house financing 
everyone’s approved". Right to 
our doorstep from only 
§29.99/month: MDG desktop In- 
te! processor, 2 GB memory, 500 
6B HD, 22” LCD flat panel, Win- 
dows Vista or 15.4” Notebook! 
bonus 20" LCD TV with DVD! 


(call for conditions). 
1-300-236-2504. 
4220. Misc. Wanted 


DIL CANS, GAS SIGNS, comics, 
sports cards, bodybuilding and 
gorts magazines. Paying cash. 
Vill pick up large collections. No- 
body pays more. 
-780-819-4064. 


3410. SUE TTS 


|AVANESE PUPPIES, U.K.C. 
egistered, family raised, non-al- 
egenic non-shedding very cute. 
ome with first shots, vet check. 
780-679-0198; 403-946-5417; 
pamelalyster@ hotmail.com. 


4001. Farm Stuff 


IEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
B Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


ROUND HAY and straw bales for 
ale, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
pading. No Sunday calls please. 
403-843-6380. Feed Oats for 
sale. Can deliver any quantity. 
403-843-6380. 


1003. Real Estate Misc. 


RPORATE REBATES. Huge 
entory Reduction Sale. All 
fomes reduced for immediate 
livery. Prices starting at 
9,900, for three bedroom two 
ls. All showhomes are heat- 
d. Commonwealth Homes, Red 
bee’, 1-800-341-6675. 


CONOMY doesn't need to be a 
ad word. Great homes, great 
ervice, best prices, Inventory 
le Now on; www.econocottag- 
com. 1-800-689-6953. 


ENTORY CLEAROUT now in 
ogress, How would you like to 
e in your new, home for Christ- 
Bs and have $10,000. cash 
BCk to boot? Call us to get the 
Plails. We are also taking orders 


standard and custom de-. 





ened plans for homes to be de- 
ered in the New Year. We also 

© a number of used homes 
falable. Stop in and see Pleas- 
M! Homes in the Heritage Indus- 
Bl Park in Morinville or call us at 
60-939-3584 or toll free at 
866-962-0238. 


VE THE good life in Nova Sco- 
S beautiful Anfapolis Valley. 
emer weather, great garden- 
2 and nearby Acadia University. 
“© Package: www.liveinnovas- 
pila.com, 1-888-865-4647. 
Nall: mail@kingsced.ns.ca. 


£0 CASH? Home loans to 
> LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
You decide. Free appraisals. 
Poly by phone. 1-877-568-0929 
online www.homeloansaltier- 
0m. Alberta Homes Loans. 


STOCKED, take advan- 
*° 0! our mistake. Forced to liq- 
“te 5 new homes from inven- 
): 30 to choose from in all. 
‘delay massive buyer incen- 
Un n com. 


S) ul 
#00-461-7632, 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


REPOSSESSED pre-fab homes! 
Save 50% +! Canada manufac- 
turer's USA order cancellations. 


Brand new 1260SF Pre-Engi- 
neered package originally 
$29,950. Liquidation $14,975 


Other sizes - sacrifice prices! 
Green-R-Panel Building Sys- 
tems. 1-800-871-7089 
Spring/summer delivery 
available! 


WINALTA HOMES from 
$98,900.! Plus, receive $5,000. 
cash to spend any way you want! 
Some conditions apply. In-house 
financing available. Contact Wi- 
nalta Homes for more informa- 
tion. 1-866-960-2112 or visit us at 
www.winaltainc.com. 


5130. Apartments For Rent 


Artist live/work studio available 
Feb 1 at ArtsHab. $750 + util. De- 
tails at www.artshab.com or 
780-439-9532 Jeff 





#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere - www.autocredit- 
fast.ca, 


$500. CASH BACK. Come to the 
right place to buy a new/used ve- 
hicle. What ever your credit, we 
finance the future not the past. 
Delivery BC/Alberta; www.drive- 





homenow.com or 
1-888-501-1148. 
BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 


us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 


DREAMCATCHER Financing 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down! O.A.C. free deliv- 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a quote 
Open weekends, 


RV'ERS. Save $ on gas. Fully 
serviced titled lots within 15 min- 
utes Calgary. From $49,245 
1-888-913-2114. Countrylanerv- 
calgary.com RV or park model 
Donna/Rory, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m 
403-995-4270. 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 








posit $3.09/minute. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660, 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
certified. Pardons/waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 


CONCERNED ABOUT travelling 
to the U.S.A.? Apply today for 
free pardon, waiver or border en- 
try evaluation. A criminal record 
can be completely removed. Call 





“1-800-298-5520;  www.freepar- 


dons.ca, 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540, 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 


west.com. BBB member. 
1-888-822-0288. 
UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 


and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 


“2 |news&opinion {city life | music | on screen arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


7245. Misc. Services 


O$ ARE YOU sinking in debt? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages - 
bruised credit - bank turndowns - 
debt consolidation - refinancing - 
power of sale - past bankrupt - 
home renovations. We can lend a 
hand; www.canadalend.com. Toll 
free 1-866- ji can lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 


7700. Travel/Vacation 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722 





SKI & STAY at Sun Peaks Resort 
BC! Vacation rentals, new con- 
dos & chalets. Kitchen, fireplace. 
hot tubs, slope-side locations. 
New Westjet flights! 
1-800-811-4588; www.Bear- 
Country.ca 





TIMESHARE Foreclosures - 
Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc. 


9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca 


9200. Female Escorts 


Gothic Angel 
Independent 
Flat rate. No agency fee 
Available anytime. 


http://gothictetishangel.com 

In call/Out Call 
780-218-1511 
80735490-001 


9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 





$150 special 
20yrs experience 
NEW GIRLS 
www.brownsugars.ca 





9160. Adult Personals 


Young, Slim & Fit 
Girls available 24/7 
EDMONTON & outlying areas 
Call 310-KISS (5477) now!!! 






30 different girls! 
Call Anytime 
We Come To You 


SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 


Friendly girls with good 
attitudes. Varying ages, 
different types. 














9450. Adult Massage 
PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure 
Taylor- Busty, toned, brunette 
Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
Ceous busty blonde. 

Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
Jong dark hair. 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 


- Fit, athletic, busty red- 


Live- Tall, beautiful, brunette. 
naturally busty 


9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 


42987342 


11910-127Ave main floor 
Hot deals for seniors in 2009 


780-452-7440 
42919886-002 
www.northsidestudio biz 





























(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
{f you want the cosmos to come 
to your rescue with good advice, 
you've gotta ask it really nice. That 


| means givin’ it your undivided 


attention if you want a spiritual 
suggestion. That's why, this week- | 
end, you oughtta avoid readin’, 
watchin’ TV or any other kinds of 
hanky-panky! 


(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Sometimes you come up with the 
weirdest of ideas, so strange that 
even some staunch supporters’ tl 
Say “see ya!” Well, this time it's 
their loss. It don’t matter if you 
seem like a flake when the proof’s 
in the puddin’, the pie and the 
cake. This week, design your plans 
with whimsy, and don't worry 
whether they're unrealistic or 
flimsy! 


(Feb. 19-March 20) 


| Your abilities to be an understan- 


din’ soul, see both sides of the 

story and give the benefit ofthe | 
doubt can be a big blessin’, But 
these skills can also help to single 
you out for a heap o' heartache, 
break and shake 'n’ bake ‘cause 
the more you give, the more they'll 
take, This week, protect yourself 
set your radar on “fake.” 


(March 2|-April 19) 
You're startin’ to experience the 
trouble it brings when you take 
in too much of a good thing. It 
don't necessarily have to be food, 
drugs or booze, it can even be 
the spiritual techniques you use, 
This week, don't overindulge in 
anything you do ‘cause you can get 
cosmic hangovers, too! 





(April 20-May 20) 
Success has a dreamlike quality, 
like in a shadow-puppet play. 
Problem is, when you look real 
Close, you can see the strings 
anyway. If you look even closer, 
you'll see that some of ‘em are 
attached to you. Wouldn't It be 
good to learn how to walk on your 
own before someone cuts ‘em? If 
that liar Pinocchio can then surely 
you can, too! 


(May 21-June 20) 
What looks to you like meddlin’ 
interference might be a kind of 
karmic adherence. That's ‘cause 
the cosmos is actually lookin’ out 
for you and tryin’ to tell you this 
ain't what you oughtta do. What 
may at first seem like a dead end is 
really a push in the right direction 
from an unseen friend! 


(June 2}-July 22) 
You can expect a li'l turbulence 
over the next few days, but you 
shouldn't be so shook up that 
you'll be left ina daze. Infact,if | 
you just focus your attentionon | 
the business at hand, you won't 
notice anything until you land. 
You're always flyin’ friendly skies 
as long as you keep your eye on 
the prize! 


(July Z3-Aug. 22) 
Sometimes, no amount of solo 
persistence can accomplish what 
you could do effortlessly with 
some assistance. As independent 
as you may be, when you're 
chained upin a dungeon you need 
help.te-break free. This week, if you 
call out for a helpin' hand, you'll be 
able toeasilypullofftheescape | 
you've got planned! 


403-770-0990 


Singles, Try it 


1-888-482-8282 


(Aug. Z3-Sept. 22) 
Y'know, now that you're standin’ 
on solid ground, you can afford 
to do ali'l foolin’ around. You 
may have somethin’ to lose, but 
it won't get lost, ‘cause insurance 
comes at a premium and you've 
paid the ccst. No matter what you 
do, you'll stay secure — as long 
as your intentions remain totally 
pure! 


(Sept. 23-Oct..22) 
Be they good or bad, silly or 
serious, your dreams don't get de- 
feated unless the cosmos figures 
you need it. As malicious as it may 
seem, this usually means you have 
a much worthier dream. Wouldn't 
you be better off pursuin' It than 
wallowin’ away in a self-loathin 
pit? Well, duh! Yeah! 


(Ot. Z2-Nov.21) 
You've done a dum good job 
jugglin’ your duties over the last 
{i'l while and for that, you deserve 
a big smile. That's why, this week. 
the cosmos'll send you a sackful o° 
delights. Be careful, though. Once 
you start takin’ bites, you may 
not stop indulgin’ yourself till you 
hit bottom and lose your spot at 
the top! 


(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
This weekend, you'd be wise to 
be a workaholic when it comes 
to your worldly affairs. Y'know 
wage earnin’, wallet watchin’ and 
washin’ behind your ears and such. 
Don't worry if you don't have much 
to manage at the moment. A li'l 
luck's on the way, and you might 
even have more than you can 
handle come Monday! 


You can contact The Kid at 
cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com. 
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Other Cities 
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ACROSS 

} Ocean floater with a bell 

5 Guitar attachment 

10. Doc bloc 

B Cease to exist, old-style 

14 Prick 

15 Helgenberger of “SI” 

T7 Mosque prayer leader 

18 One who doesn t work well with others 
19 Boxer Ingemar Johansson’s nickname 
20 Construction site tumer 

3B Word repeated when things don’t tum 
out your way 

24 Actor Reeves who says “Whoa!” a lot 
25 Focus (on) 

77 Ave. intersectors 

28 “Bill Swerski's Superfans” idol, on “SNL” 
33 Cystat-lined rock 

34 Heavy-duty letter holder 

36 Jason's ship 

39 Make __(get really rich) 

40 Helper: abbr. 

4] NHL Hall-of-Famer who co-owns the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 

44 Make sarcastic, funny comments 

45 Dance troupe with unconventional 
percussion items 

46 Nav. system 

49 Provides the grub 

5) “Sicko” filmmaker 

53 Diamond stat 

54 Part of the Bill of Rights that addresses 
the Constitution itself 

59 Primo 

61 Scarlett of Tara 

62 Website with a focus on step-by-step 
instructions to “just about everything” 
63 Maligned import of the 1980s 

64 Harold's friend, on film 








% 4 


HERE WE GO AGAIN! 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


65 Prefix with legal or sailing 


66 Mao_-tung 
67 Swelling after a heart attack, for 
example 


68 Roman numeral hidden (in left-to-right 
order) in the four longest Across answers 


DOWN 

1Skylark and Skyhawk, 2g. 

Z\mproper 

3 New First Family 

4Oman’s neighbor 

5 Season, perhaps 

6 Radiohead lead singer Yorke 
TRice-A-_ 

B"Ask_" (current “Jeopardy!” segment 
during commercials) 

9 Gossip blogger Hilton 

10 “What _, your maid?” 

Tl Features of some fat guys, at a pool 

12 Portuguese term meaning “suspects” 
brought up in the 2007 Madeleine McCann 
disappearance case 

16 Placed dibs on, as in a street basketball 
game 

7) Like some college art models 

72 Prefix before -cide for assassins, perhaps 
26 Chill out 

25 Leaning type: abbr. 

30 Pacifies 

3] Painter Gustav who often used gold 
decoration 

32 Prenatal test, for short 

34 Wavelike fabric pattern 
35"Upand__!" , 

36 “Get your butt outta here!” 

37 Hurried in no particular direction 

36 Furnace vents, perhaps 

42 Cajun thickener 
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PITTING REE COED by Rusen BoLuing 


SUPER-FUN-PAK COMIX 


$300-MILLION-DOMESTIC-BOX-OFFI iCE-MAN 


IM DARK AND MY HEROVSM IS MOTI-||ALL MY MEDIA RIGHTS 
conFiicreo./, (@) VATED BY A PAINFUL | ARE NOW OPEN FOR 


ae ye 
T™ 


ADVERTISEMENT 





1 SHL Af LSI 


LLWOIGNAS SSI TV SUHAIN 







































BILLY, HOW D'NeW FIT YER WIFE N! 
SISTER N/ COUSIN IN YeR SHACK? 





Gi 
N 





I FINDYOUR 21ST CENTURY 
STRANGE AND PERPLEXING/ 


THESE THINGS YOU 
CALL“HANDS™ -- 


Fortunately, 
there’s 
Charmin 





= y We Genital Lice 
Shampoo. 
Is there anything 
N NOW , B so disgusting 
CRACKED THE ry that it can’t be 
CODE OF CANINE / ; rendered ador- 
LANGUAGE ! able through the 


RISCUIT, 


ROCTOR! use of a cuddly 


juvenile anthro- 
pomorphic 
bear? 


Nope! 


from the secret files of 
R F ) M EAT assert it-don’t squirt it Max ote ala 


| do. It makes me nervous, so please sit. 





43"Drink __Hearties YoHo" (songonthe | 
soundtrack to “Pirates of the Caribbean: At | 
World's End”) 

46 New York City, alternately 

4] \__ (conceived beforehand) 

46 Mr. Zog's surfboard grip product that 
pained notoriety by being banned from 
schools 









Of course not. That's because you have 
a fresh tattoo of our Dairy’s logo across 
your buttocks that you showed to every 
household on your route this morning 


Have a seat, Milkman Dan. We're going 
to go over each and every “incident” 
in detail, so it's going to take awhile. 















50 Gg 
52 Lunchtime, for some | 
55 Exiting prime minister Olmert | 
56 Word after code or trade |] Okay. But 'd prefer to 
y remain standing, Sir. True enough. However, in my defense, | 
51 Apothecary's weight if you wouldn't mind. have the number for customer service 


58 NPR political correspondent Liasson clearly visible below my right dimple. 


60 Abbr. ina help wanted ad 





Yeah... it’s 
FUCKING 





PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


A member of the Vibe Tribe dance troupe performs at the opening of Edmonton's 
newest festival, Winter Light, in front of City Hall. 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 








PRS PERSON: EDMONTON STORIES - BY SARAH MALIK | 588 words 


My Heart Felt 
So Gold 
And So Empty 


AN IMMIGRANT REMEMBERS 
WHEN OTHERS CELEBRATED 





He most frightening story I ever 
tard was about a woman who had a 
Abit of sleepwalking. One night she 
fted out of the house and walked, 
“sing many neighbourhoods. 
hen she woke up, she saw nothing 
' cobblestones and shadows in ev- 
direction. She walked for hours 
re and still there was nothing. 
To my 14-year-old mind, looking 
Wn from the top of an Edmonton 
eh-rise building the first week we 
‘grated from the Middle East, the 
had the same dismal quality. We 
"w no one. Where were the grace- 
churches I had seen in encyclope- 


dias? The gentle snow that trimmed 
triangular trees in films and that 
I imagined would warm my heart 
were I to touch it? That first night, 
the wind shook the window I stood at 
and the snow was as bellicose as the 
desert I had left behind. 

Unlike successful stories we hear, 
the typical immigrant experience is 
one of unemployment and profound 
alienation. My father didn’t find a 
proper engineering job for three 
years, my mother didn’t know Eng- 
lish, and we had arrived during the 
final year of junior high, which really 
is as cruel as everyone says it is. 


“| news&opinion | city life] music| on screen | arts {classifieds { sex| the back 


Iremember my English teacher ask- 
ing about my “costume” when I wore 
indigenous clothes to school once, 
so I wouldn't have to wear the same 
pair of jeans again. | remember the 
children yelling at us to “go home!” 
as we explored our neighbourhood 
As my family withdrew into itself, 
barely leaving the apartment except 
for school or a low-paying job, every- 
thing | had seen in movies and read 
in books about Canada seemed to be 
a lie. Where I had expected vibrancy 
and richness, I discovered only deso- 
lation and privation. 

One night a few days after New 
Year's — which, like Christmas, we 
didn't celebrate — during our second 
winter in Edmonton, an enormous 
fight broke out between my parents. 
In distress at the escalating scene, I 
tried my best to mentally drift away 
from it, only to:come to a realization 
of my little world in its full starkness: 
the beige, impersonal walls, the peel- 
ing linoleum, the second-hand furni- 
ture, the depressed parents. I jumped 
up from the dinner table and flew out 
the door. 

I walked past apartment buildings, 


my junior high school, until I didn’t 


recognize where I was. But because 


it was night, I could see through the 
wide windows of the houses that 
most people still had their trees up. 


Lights trimming their roofs still | 


glittered through the darkness. As I 
walked into this strange world, my 
heart felt so cold and so empty. The 
snow fell slowly, melting on the tip 
of my nose. | passed, a mere shadow, | 
under the streetlamps. 

| found it strange that all the living 
rooms were empty, but those Christ- 
mas trees shone in the dim light of the 
rooms, and I could see pianos, large 
couches, fireplaces, countless photo- 
graphs on the walls, toys strewn on | 
the carpets, books on tables — signs 
of throbbing, joyful lives. 

It has been a long journey. This 
winter, so many years later, a strange 
feeling of nostalgia sat heavy in my 
heart and I went back to that first 
apartment. As I stood at the curb 
looking up at the building, I couldn't 
help but notice that lights left over 
from the holiday season still blazed 
like beacons on the railings of many 
apartments. ‘ 


| Accessories 


the Dack 









Formal 
Business 
Casual 


B] wwwdresstosuit.com | 
Dery bo oak 


BOUTIQUE 


eT Cae 





12070 Jasper Avenue 
780.482.1154 


| 12034 FORT ROAD ¢ 780.472.0610 
| come check out our weekly specials 


“BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE 


Kara-Lot 


second hand store 


eed 















TO BOOK YOUR AD 


780.430.9003 
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(780) 450-6880 
6839 83 St. (Argyl! Rd.) 
(780) 465-527 
SOUTH 
Millveoods Main Street Mall 
6558 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd, 
(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) <39-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9612 
3120 Parsons Rd. 
(780) 702-6008 
NORTH 
9795 137 Ave. 
(780) 456-5339 
WEST 
West Edmonton Malt Phase | 
(lower tewel near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 
(730) 484-4758 
West Edmonton Mall Phase i! 
Iby skating rink) 
(70) 413-5885 
West Edmonton Mall Phase ill 
(by London Drugs) 
(780) 443-3040 
West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
{next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
19013 170 St 
(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 170 St 
(790) 459-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mali 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020 100 Ave. 
780) 539-7148 
£T_MOMURBAY 
Peter Pond Mail 
(780) 714-6150 


Seuthpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 
‘ST_ALBERT 
inglewood Town Centre 
(780) 419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 
(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 
993 Fir Se 
(780) 417-2385 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway T6A 
(780) 962-3980 


Orocers @ 


EDMONTON 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mal 
(780) 475-3266 
Northgate Mail 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mali 
(780) 463-0864 
Miltwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
10660 82 Ave. 

(780) 439-7223 
7629 38 Ave. PO Box 199 
(780) 462-4559 
11204 Jasper Ave 
(780) 423-5530 
6570 28 Ave. NW 
(780) 469-1377 
Jasper Gates Shopping Centre 
(7e0) 484-1191 
Heritage Villege Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Claceviews Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Comers 
(790) 435-8099 
Lakeside Landing Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
5818 Terrace Rd. NW 
(780) 465-1133 
EL MCMUBRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 
Norther Lights Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 


RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
{403) 309-3700 

Village Mall 
(403) 342-5008 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

9521 100 St. 
(780) $32-1100 


SHERWOOD PARK 
Sherwood Park Mail 
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BlackBerry 


ORoGeRs 


UNLIMITED ~ 
TXT, EMAIL & IM 


ONLY FOR A LIMITED TIME 











EXCLUSIVELY FROM ROGERS 
BLACKBERRY® CURVE™ 8320 BLACKBERRY” CURVE™ 8900 BLACKBERRY® PEARL” FLIP 8220 
* Full keyboard * 3.2 MP camera with video capture * Easy SureType* keyboard 
© Built in Wi-Fi ¢ Thinnest full QWERTY BlackBerry * Available in black or pink 


* Integrated camera and media player * Built-in GPS and Wi-Fi (TalkSpot™ enabled) 


99°" | <90”. 


S492. | 

















FEWEST DROPPED CALLS, CLEAREST RECEPTION 





<CHIRELESSWAYE)> 


Orocerss Orocers® (Source Hbooth WIRELESS ett... 


cosrco (GER) waemarr 
"On select 3-year plans. Offers subject to change without notice. “Available with any BlackBerry device with subscription to select plans and activation with 


i : : BlackBerry intermet Service. Includes unlimited i ° 
network. See rogers.com/unlimited for plans and details. Usage subject to Rogers Terms of Service & Acceptable Use available at cont unlimited personal e-mail (up to 10 accounts) while using BlackBerry on the Rogers Wireles* 
Sip Sabu Dey ae texdonars of Ropers Communicatins Wr. unde lcasea Al tes end estes ed team nadoee oe fae especie owners. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 


agenda | newstopinion | city ife| music| onscreen arts | lasifeds | sete 


